TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 

The National Era is published every Thurs¬ 
day, on the following terms: 

Single copy, one year.HM-UU 

Three copies, one year - - • - 

Five copies, one year.8.00 

Ten copies, one year. 

Single copy, six months ■ - - - 
Ten copies, six months - - - - 8.0Cl 
Voluntary agents are entitled to retain 60 
eents commission on each yearly, and 25 cents 
commission on each semi-yearly, subscriber, - 
except in the case of Clubs. 

A Club of five subscribers, at $8, will entitle 
the person making it up to a copy for 6 months; 
a Club of ten, at $15, to a copy for one year. 
When a Glub has been forwarded, additions 
may be made to it, on the same terms. 


VOL. XII. 


THE NATIONAL ERA. 

Q. BAILEY, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR; JOHN G. W HITTIE R, 0 O RRE SP 0 N DIN G EDITOR. 

— — WASHINGTON, D, C„ THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 185 a ===== 


NO. 586. 


RATES OP ADVERTISING. 

Ten cents a line for the first insertion, five 
cents a line for each subsequent one. Ten 
words constitute a line. Payment in advance 
is invariably required. 

Money may be forwarded by mail at 
my risk. Notes on Eastern banks preferred. 
Large amounts may be remitted in drafts or 
certificates of deposit. 

Subscribers wishing their papers chang- 
: ed, win give the name of the post office changed 
from, as well as the post office they wish it 
hereafter sent to. 

SST' AH communications to the Era, whether 
on business of the paper or for publication, 
should be addressed to 

G. BAILEY, Washington, D. C. 


WA SHINGTON, D.C. 

L1F E I N_ PARIS. 

Paris, February 25,1868. 
The Effect produced upon the French Press 

by the Sympathy expressed in the American ■ 

Fapers, relative to the Sad Affair of the 14 th 

January—The Ball given by Mr. Mason, on 

the 22d instant— The Academy of Sciences— 

Mr. Goldschmidt—Lablache's funeral ser¬ 
vice — Horticulture—A Curious Fact — Mr. 

Rarey , an American horse tamer. 

Xo the Editor of the National Eia: 

The French press is in ecstasies with the 
sympathy expressed in some of the American 
papers, relative to the attempt made upon the 
lives of their Majesties in the Rue Le Peltier. 

Every honest heart will and must condemn 
a conspiracy against the life of his fellow man, 
and especially deprecate such treacherouB 
wholesale assassination as that which threw 
this city into consternation on the 14th of 
January last. We were much surprised that 
liberal American papers should entangle Kos¬ 
suth’s name with those of the Italian bravos 
implicated. The most vehement French pa¬ 
pers denounced those fanatic social champions 
of liberty, without involving the name of that 
worthy Hungarian ; neither did the press of 
England, Italy, Germany, or that of Aus¬ 
tria, the bitterest of his enemies, blemish his 
name with any such reproach, knowing, as they 
do, that Kossuth holds himself aloof from the 
refugees of that class, and that his time is spent 
in literary pursuits, with the worthy object in 
view of obtaining a livelihood for his family. 
Kossuth has doubtless committed errors, but 
his object was a noble one, and should not fail 
to remind true hearted Americans of the pre¬ 
carious position sustained by our leaders during 
their glorious struggle fcr liberty. Had he 
met with success, he would now be called the 
Washington of his country. His unfortunate de¬ 
feat does not, however, justify the vile charge of 
a conspirator. 

The bill relative to the measures to be taken 
for public safety passed the Legislative body 
by a large majority. The bill is expressed in 
vague terms, is susceptible of various interpre¬ 
tations to suit the views and purposes of the 
Government, and still continues greatly to 
agitate the public mind; added to which, the 
change of Ministry in England does not tend 
to revive trade, the prostration of which is the 
cause of much dissatisfaction. 

Our Minister, Mr. Mason, celebrated Wash¬ 
ington’s birthday by a magnificent ball, at¬ 
tended by all the Americans in Paris, the for¬ 
eign ambassadors, their secretaries attaches, 
wives, and daughters. The Emperor was also 
represented, in the portly person of his first 
chamberlain, the Duke de Cambaceres, accom¬ 
panied by several other members of the Empe¬ 
ror’s household. The Rothschilds personated the 
wealth of Europe; many persons of the Parisian 
world, distinguished either for wealth or talent, 
were present, besides a number of foreigners, fill¬ 
ing to suffocation the small saloons of our Minis¬ 
ter’s hotel, (house.) Mrs. Mason, well dresssd 
and in the beat of spirits, stood in the first 
room, beautifully adorned with flowers, and 
tastefully decorated with portraits of Washing¬ 
ton, Lafayette, President Buchanan, and Em¬ 
peror Napoleon tbe third, where she received 
her guests with her usual urbanity of manners, 
her fair daughters eclipsing each other in tasty 
toilets and in their grace and amiability. The 
supper room was thrown open at two o'clock in 
the morning. It would be impossible to re- 
membtr, and still more so to record, the pro¬ 
fusion of delicacies tastefully placed upon the 
table, far surpassing the suppers given at the 
Tuilerie balls, and the wines were pronounced 
excellent. 

At the last sitting of the Academy of Sciences, 
a letter was read from the Minister of Public 
Instruction, authorizing the Academy to take 
one hundred and forty dollars from the surplus 
of the Montyon fund, in order to form the 
second prize of physiology granted to Mr. 
Brown L. Sequard, member of the Philadelphia 
Academy of Sciences, as also to raise the 
prize granted to Mr. Goldschmidt to two hun 
dred dollars. A few hours after this, a letter 
from Mr. Goldschmidt was read, announcing 
the discovery of the 52d telescopic planet on 
the fourth of this month, being the tenth dis¬ 
covered by him. The positions determined by 
him were also sent in, and the same planet has 
since been several times observed atfthe Impe¬ 
rial Observatory. Goldschmidt, of whom I have 
already several times made mention, is by pro¬ 
fession an artist. He occupies the fifth or sixth 
story of a lofty building, in a narrow street of 
the Latin quarter, where in his studio he 
spends the day painting, at the close of which 
he opens the skylights, and spends his time till 
day dawn with a small telescope, in search of 
planets; whenever the stars under observation 
are closed from view by an adjoining house, 
Goldschmidt takes his little telescope under his 
arm, and moves to another attic, inhabited by a 
brother artist, who, somewhat abruptly aroused 
from sleep, gives admittance to the star gazer, 
to enable him to continue his observations till 
morning; when he first thinks of retiring to 
rest, to be awakened at mid-day to take advan¬ 
tage of a propitious light for the pursuit of his 

In this way he has discovered his tenth plan¬ 
et, without the assistance of proper instruments 
or an observatory. 

The remains of the greatest singer of the 
age were brought from Naples, and conveyed 
in great pomp, on Saturday morning last, the 
20th instant, to the Church of the Madeleine, 
where a funeral service took place; and though 
admittance was only granted to those invited, 
the church was crowded to excess with the 
celebrities of the musical, literary, theatrical, 
and artistic world of Paris. The remains were 
placed upon a catafalco, surmounted by a rich 
canopy lined with ermine. The cords of the 
pall were held by Prince Poniatowski, Prince 
San Giacomo, Baron Taylor, and Mr. Carafa. 
The four sons of Lablache, and his son-in-law, 
Thalberg, the great pianist, followed as chief 
mourners. 

In the course of the service, Mozart’s Requiem 
was executed, the solo parts being sung by Ma¬ 
rio, Alboni, and Grisi. 

Among the musical persons of distinction 
present was Rossini, who remarked that a few 
years past Lablache himself sang the Requiem 
on the occasion of Chopin's funeral service. 
The Cure, in his sermon, also alluded to that 
sad event, and remarked that he had likewise 
officiated on that occasion, and that he after¬ 
wards observed to Lablache that he had never 
before been able to appreciate that Requiem ; 
but that he fully understood It since he heard 
him sing it, and now felt the great charm of 
that wonderful production. Lablache replied: 
“ And do you know why ? Because he who 
composed that music was full of faith; and to 
be able to sing it, one must have faith; and 1 
have faith.” The Cure concluded with saying; 
“ I could not offer a better eulogy than to re¬ 
peat Lablache’a own words.” 

Mrs.-, of New York, made herself con¬ 

spicuous by the rotundity of her crinolines and 
the exaggerated exposure of her shoulders and 
bust. There were many American belles prea- 
sent, celebrated either for beauty or an osten¬ 
tatious show of diamonds and laces. Dancing 
was kept up till 4 o’clock the next morning, 
and, though we are far advanced in the season 
for fasting and rest, several of our fashionables 
intimate their intention soon to give their young 
friends other opportunities of .enjoying their 
favorite pastime. In the aristocratic Fau¬ 
bourg Saint Germain, theatricals, concerts, 
and tableaux vivants, have succeeded dancing. 
Thus far, Lent bids fair to be more animated 
than was the Carnival. 

By a circular we have received from Messrs. 


John Munroe & Co., American bankers, in 
Paris, we with pleasure see it confirmed that 
they have resumed business 

The trial of Orsini and the other prisoners 
comes off to-day. 

The Exhibition of the Imperial Horticultural 
Society has been fixed to take place in the 
Palais de l’lndustrie, on the Champs Elysees, 
from the 12th to the 27th of May. 

Apropos of Horticulture, Mr. Ponlet de St. 
Amand, a landholder of Paysage, in the 
Nievre, has just published a curious system, 
practised by him for the last eight years, for 
making, he asserts, the most barren fruit trees 
yield rich crops of superior quality. The sys 
tern consists in digging up the soil round the 
roots to the depth of at least two feet; if it is 
clayey, cold, and damp, a layer of powdered 
quicklime, about three or four inches deep, is 
shaken down on the roots, and then mixed with 
the soil by digging; if the latter be dry, and of 
but slight coherence, the quantity of quicklime 
is reduced in proportion, but still some must 
be administered, to give warmth to the roots, 
and promote the formation of a more substan¬ 
tial and abundant sap. The soil being thus 
prepared, the next step is to bruise the bark of 
the tree all around, on the trunk as well as on 
the branches, by hard strokes of a heavy stick. 
This is done early in the spring, when the sap 
is about to rise. Apricot trees alone cannot 
resist this treatment, and die away; but all 
other fruit trees, especially when not more than 
five or six years old, bear it very well; the 
bruises are soon healed and the result is, that 
about two years afterwards they yield most 
abundant crops, and fruit of superior flavor. 
Old trees had better not be dealt with so roughly, 
and the barb should not be struck so hard as 
to separate it from the tree. Mr. de Poulet of 
Saint Amand is of opinion that pruning is an 
irrational and hurtful operation; he accordingly 
never practices it, but applies the severe dis¬ 
cipline above described instead, and with un¬ 
varying success. 

The following curious fact may interest your 
readers. A few months ago, the museum of 
natural history here received a parcel of seeds 
of a Mexican euphorbia, which Boon attracted 
attention by the following strange phenomenon. 
In a room kept at a moderate temperature, the 
seeds being spread oat upon a table, many of 
them are seen to move spontaneously, sometimes 
by starts, and sometimes by progressive motion; 

| in the latter case, a seed will move in a direct 
line through a space of from four to five inches. 
If the temeprature of the room be lowered to 
about 40 degrees Fahrenheit, the motions will 
cease, but will begin as Boon as the temperature 
is raised again to between fifty-five and sixty de 
grees Fahrenheit. Upon examination, these 
seeds have been found to contain the larva of a 
coleopterous insect, but to what genus it belongs 
can only be ascertained after it has undergone 
all its transformations. That the motion of the 
seed is owing to the existence of the insect can 
hardly be doubted; still, it is not easy to under¬ 
stand how the contractions of the larva can com¬ 
municate locomotion to its dwelling, especially 
in a straight line. A fact of a similar nature has 
been likewise observed in certain Algerian 
seeds, especially those of the Tamarix gallica. 

The Echo Agricole says: 

“We learn, from a source on which we can 
rely, that the decree relative to free trade in 
butcher’s meat in Paris has been signed by the 
Emperor, but nothing is said as to when it will 
come into operation. Naturally, the execution of 
this measure, which has been so long expected, 
will lead to the abolition of the present fixed 
I price of meat.” 

The system .of training horses practiced by 
an American, Mr. Barey, of which much has 
been said and written here of late, was submit¬ 
ted by the Emperor to the examination of a 
commission, consisting of Gereral Fleury, first 
Equerry to his Majesty; General Dumas, Baron 
de Pierres, Eqnerry to the Empress; Count 0. 
Aguodo, &c., &c. Several experiments were 
made, in presence of these gentlemen, with horses 
difficult to harness, and still more difficult to 
ride, and they have proved perfectly satisfacto¬ 
ry. One was with two very violent horses, 
which are now driven about in a break with 
only a snaffle, and no blinkers. The commis¬ 
sion has made a report to the Emperor. 


SUNRISE 0N[ THE RIGI. 

“ A dawn of light in the East gradually dims 
the flickering stars, and betokens morning. I 
soon becomes a streak of gold along the hori- 
[ zon, and is reflected in a pale, pink tint upon 
the snows of the Bernese Alps. Summit after 
summit slowly catches the same golden hue; 
the dark space between the Rigi is next illu¬ 
mined ; forest, lakes, hills, rivers, towns, and 
villages, gradually become revealed, but look 
cold and indistinct until the red orb snrmounts 
the mountain top, and dartB his beams across 
the landscape. The shadows are then rolled 
back, as it were, and in a few moments the 
whole scene around is glowing sunshine.”— 
Murray’s Hand-Book. 

“Tongues of many-colored light vibrrated be¬ 
neath the strata of clouds, now dappled, mot¬ 
tled, streaked with fire. Those on either hand, 
of a light, flaky, salmon-tint, those in the 
path and portal of the dawn, of a gorgeous 
blending and blazoning of golden glories. The 
mists all abroad stirred uneasily. Tufts of 
feathery down came np out of the mass, soft 
floating films lifted from the surface, and 
streamed away dissolving. Strange hues came 
out on lake and shore, far, far below. The air, 
the very air, became conscious of a coming 
change, and the pale tops of distant Alps 
sparkled like diamonds. * * * On the 
gray edge of the horizon, under the emblazon¬ 
ed strata, came a sudden coal of fire, as shot 
from the altar of Heaven. It dazzled, it wa¬ 
vered, it consumed. ItB lambent lines length¬ 
ened sidelong. At length, not a coal, but a 
shield, as the shield of Jehovah, stood above 
the East, and it was day. The vapor-sea 
heaved and broke, and rolled up the mountain 
sides. The lakes flashed back the conquering 
splendor. The wide panorama, asleep no 
more, was astir with teeming light.”— Beecher. 

Luzerne, August 18, 1857. 

What went ye up to see? 

“ Sunrise on the Rigi.” 

What saw ye ? 

A hail storm. 

And then ? 

Lightnings flashed and thunders rolled, and 
rain fell in torrents; after which, the bow of 
promise promised rain on this occasion, span¬ 
ned the Rigi. The sun set with a faint smile, 
that was dimly reflected in rosy traces upon 
the peaks of the snowy Alps,. Twelve beauti¬ 
ful lakes gleamed in the light of the setting 
sun, and the spires of Zurich, Zug, and Arth, 
were for a moment visible. I lingered in the 
pavilion upon the Culm, wrapped in cloak and 
shawl, till the cold became intense. I had 
melted in thinnest apparel on my way up, but 
this I had gladly exchanged for a winter suit, 
which I had taken the precaution to strap to 
my saddle, yet I was very cold. As the last 
summer beam had ceased to gild the distant 
mountain tops, and they were gradually disap¬ 
pearing in the gathering mists, I returned to the 
hotel, and from my window watched the arrival 
of fresh parties, some on horseback and some on 
foot, but all thoroughly drenched by the heavy 
shower that I had been so fortunate as to es¬ 
cape. 

Soon the deep-toned bell announced the fact 
that his solar majesty had retired, coupled with 
quite another agreeable one, after a three 
hours’ ride on horseback, viz: dinner. In the 
shortest possible time, two hundred unfortu¬ 
nates were seated in the salle a manger, and it 
was amusing to Bee the shifts to which some of 
them had been put. 

We could only bring absolute necessities to 
the Culm, because we could only take suoh 


articles as could be strapped behind our sad¬ 
dles ; a change of apparel, therefore, could 
not easily be procured; and the most extraor¬ 
dinary levies were constantly made upon wait¬ 
ing-women and chambermaids, by the unfortu¬ 
nates who were so unexpectedly caught by the 
sudden storm. A fine jolly-looking old gentle¬ 
man, in shirt sleeves and slippers, entered, lead¬ 
ing his two pretty daughters, evidently in bor¬ 
rowed garments, and blushing like two rose¬ 
buds, but doubtless thankful to have been able 
to exchange their own wet dresses for any cos¬ 
tume. A sumptuous dinner was served at a 
height of 5,676 feet above the sea-level. Du 
ring dinner, some Tyrolese minstrels, in the 
costume of Tyrol, sang native airs— Ranz des 
Vaches and other Swiss songs, and after din¬ 
ner they gave a concert. I retired early, to be 
ready for a “ Sunrise on the Rigi.” 

Old Sol in these mountain regions, as else¬ 
where, is so freaky, that after a night of thun¬ 
der and lightning he sometimes shows a bright 
face in the morning, and breaks out with a 
sudden smile. The storm was fearful all night; 
morning came, but no sunrise. Instead, was a 
fog so dense, it enveloped everything; no out¬ 
ward object could be discerned, and the rhymes 
would ring in my ear; 


Sulky and grim he rpse avail 
Sulky and grim rose he.” 


was a scene for Punch, and I only wish I had 
that old gentleman’s pencil, to depict the vari¬ 
ous phases (faces) of disappointment and vexa¬ 
tion so amusingly grouped. There were in our 
bill no charges, according to notice posted on 
each bed-room door—“ On avertit, MM. les 
Urangers, que ceux qui prennent les couvertures 
de lit pour sortir au sommet, paieront dix 
botz" —for no one had even thought of ventur¬ 
ing out in the thick fog. The rain was over, 
but it was very cold and damp when onr horses 
were brought to the door. We mounted in 
silence and disappointment. Onr careful cou¬ 
rier wrapped around ue thick shawls, upon 
which we sat, and pinned them fast to our sad 
dies. When safely packed, our guides took 
each a bridle, and in solemn procession we 
commenced the steep descent, which was at 
times almost perpendicular. Many ladies 
walked down through all the mud. This was 
doubtless safer, but scarcely as agreeable. Our 
party of five rode the whole distahce up and 
down. We descended so leisurely, that we 
were able to perceive some beauties of scenery 
that had escaped us in the enthusiasm of our 
ascent. 

We paused at Felsenthor, to look at two huge 
detached blocks of nagel fine, (nail rock,) or 
pudding stone, between which a third, in shape 
of a triangle, base downward, is suspended. 
Under this we rode. I was reminded of a sim¬ 
ilar curiosity at the Flume, in the White Moun¬ 
tains. The masses of Felsenthor are much 
larger, and Ihe scenery is infinitely more grand. 
For some distance the bridle-path lies under an 
overhanging precipice, with cliffs inaccessible, 
save to the wild deer and chamois. Far in the 
distance, standing, as it seemed,on the very edge 
of a precipice, I discovered the graceful form of 
a mountain deer; fearlessly he maintained his 
post, as sentinel, perhaps, of a herd concealed 
in the fastnesses of their rocky fortress, as I 
approached nearer, and passed beneath the 
overhanging cliffs, for well he knew his secu¬ 
re stopped at a pretty white chapel, dedi¬ 
cated to the Virgjp, and hung with various of¬ 
ferings. This is one of the numerous shrines 
to which pilgrims repair, and where mass is 
daily said for the shepherds of the mountains. 
We met a shaven friar with capuchin and gir¬ 
dle and “ sandal shoes,” sans hose, and a lit¬ 
tle band of pilgrims were marching in solemn 
procession, chanting sacred songs or passages 
from the Scriptures. The solemn chant of-a 
pilgrim band is very impressive, especially in 
the midst of such picturesque scenery. There 
is always inspiration in fine natural scenery, 
that disposes the heart of its true lover to wor¬ 
ship ; and I cannot doubt the sincerity of wor¬ 
ship offered in such deep earnestness in God's 
great temple. Rousseau says of mountain 
scenery, “ les meditations y prennent je ne sais 
quel caractere grand et sublime, proportione 
aux objects qui nous frappent." The simple 
peasant feels the poetry of nature, and with 
deep, melodious voice he sings thanks to na¬ 
ture’s God. The cowherd’s song at eventide, 
as he collects his scattered flock, is an outpour¬ 
ing of the heart—is worship. 

The scenery was wildly grand and beautiful, 
and for the last two hours the magnificent 
Lake of Luzern, with its deep, blue-green wa¬ 
ters, and its skirting of mountains therein re¬ 
flected, lay spread out like a great clear mirror 
at the foot of the Rigi. This is the lake of the 
fourforest cantons—Uri, Unterwalden,Schwytz, 
and Luzern. • 

About half an hour after we commenced the 
descent, the sun broke through the clouds with 
just power enough to reveal glimpses of the 
valley below, whose rich green pastures and 
cultivated fields spread out a lovely landscape 
in striking contrast with the opposite shore, 
above which arose ice mountains and eternal 
rooks piled up in terrific promontories. My 
obliging guide gathered for me some of the 
beautiful gentians and scarlet striped corronel- 
la, some pretty schnee blume and les clochet- 
tes that made the bright carpet of Rigi Culm. 
If stars are the “ poetry of Heaven,” then sure¬ 
ly are flowers the bright stars of earth that 
teach us love and reverence. These many- 
voiced monitors, while they fill the eye with 
beauty, speak to the soul of immortality—they 
are fit “ souvenirs ” of Mont Blanc, the Jung¬ 
frau of Rigi. 

On we rode, and in a little less than three 
hours we reached Weggis. Here we dis¬ 
mounted, and, while waiting for the steamer, 
took our breakfast of delicious Alpine trout. 
This finished, we were ready for a sail around 
the Lake of Luzern, whose scenery is very 
grand, and whose shores are classic ground, hal¬ 
lowed by associations with Tell and his noble 
compeers. This is not only the Lake of the 
four Cantons, but of the four bays, viz: Alp- 
nach, Kiissnach, Buschs, and Uri, or Fi&den, 
which form a cross in the lake. I had a dis¬ 
tant view of the castle of Neu Hapsburg, where 
the tyrant Geasler thought to imprison the 
brave Tell. This is now a ruin. I passed 
Gersau, a pretty little village, whose people 
bought their freedom for £690, for which they 
had to give ten years of toill Onward we 
speed to Fiiilen, and here the view is magnifi¬ 
cent. Wuzterstein, like a great obelisk, ap¬ 
pears above the point where the Muotta pours 
its clear waters into the lake. This is diffi¬ 
cult navigation, and fierce storms suddenly 
sweep over the bay. The terrible Fohn wind 
drives the boatmen-to the shore, or sweeps him 
and his boat into the bay. Now Giiitli is in 
sight. This is hallowed ground. On this little 
green spot, Stauffaeker of Schwytz, Arnold of 
Unterwalden, and Walter Fiirst of Uri, met 
in 1307, and swore to be faithful to each other, 
but to do no wrong to the Court of Hapsburg, 
and not to maltreat his governors. I like to 
believe in the miracle of the three springs that 
gushed forth from this sacred spot, although I 
could not see them from the boat, even with a 
powerful glass. Tellen Platte is the next ob¬ 
ject of interest. Here stands Tell’s chapel, to 
mark the spot where he sprang from Gessler’s 
boat. Gessler was carrying him to the dun¬ 
geon of Kiissnach, when a sudden storm in¬ 
duced him to remove the chains, that Tell might 
aid in management of the boat. The captive 
used his freedom otherwise, and thirty-one years 
after his death, this chapel was erected by 
Canton Uri. One hundred and fourteen per¬ 
sons, who had known the brave hero, assisted 
in its erection. Annually, on Friday after As¬ 
cension, mass is said before this rude altar, and 
a sermon is preached to the people, who come 
from far and near to keep green the memory of 
their hero. The view from this point is ex¬ 
ceedingly fine,'and this Mecca in the deep soli 
tude of nature excites in the heart of every 
true lover of Freedom the most sublime emo¬ 
tions. With the aid of my glass, I could dis¬ 


cern the rude paintings and the simple altar, 
before which pilgrims love to sacrifice. Who 
could kneel there without gathering strength 
from the sacred associations with Tell and Ar¬ 
nold and Winkelried, the bold knight who so 
bravely gave his life to open a pass for victory. 
Exclaiming, “protect my wife and children, and 
I will open a pass for Freedom,” he rushed for¬ 
ward, and gathered as many Austrian lances as 
he could grasp, and buried them in his bosom! 
While the Austrians were extricating them, 
the brave Swiss effected the pass, and victory 
crowned this heroic sacrifice. 

Teller Platte is near the end of the lake, 
where we remained for an hour, and returning 
encountered a storm that hid Pilatus and the 
Rigi, and most effectually dimmed the glories 


A DAY IN THE NURSERY. 

I thought I would write a glorification letter 
to my Cousin ’Tilda. She had not heard the 
news, poor thing, and my daughter was six 
weeks old, 

I hate to make people envious; but I knew 
that, When I got at it, I could not help descri¬ 
bing this young miracle —a trifle superior, 
even, to her brothers, though they are miracu¬ 
lous enough in their way. How ’Tilda will 
wish she could exchange that dry, Bilent room 
in the Seminary, where the pictures never come 
down from the walls, and the talk is all in books, 
for my living nursery—this one day, at least— 
when she knows all there is in it. Its earlier 
pets have been on the limits, of late ; and I am 
getting melancholy because the motherly wing 
can hardly stretch over the whole brood at 
once. Bat the first cluck will bring them hur¬ 
rying back; and to-day, bleak out of doors, 
busy down stairs, recommends a beginning. 

When the new temptation is fairly tucked in 
her crib for the morning nap, I can tell 'Tilda 
all about it. How, day by day, I can see the 
beauties round and ripen, under minutest 
touches from the Artist Invisible; how the 
clear eyes look up in my face, ever more stead¬ 
fast and questioning, and the delicate lips are 
shaped into less ambiguous smiles; how the 
singed look of brows and laBhes is changing to 
dainty fringes, and lily-white grows out of the 
lobster-tints; how all the wisdom of the an¬ 
cients is supposed to sit upon her broad fore¬ 
head—and as for her nose, why, Grandma is 
sure she will grow to that; how her skin is soft 
as velvet, and thin as tissue-paper, with the 
close netting of many-tinted veins staining 
through it, as the first lines of a picture through 
its gausey protection. 

But first I must just step into the kitchen, 
and remind myself of general affairs, which 
have beeB, so to speak, let out to an husband¬ 
man, to the full limit of a reasonable term. Is 
not there another housekeeper somewhere who 
knows what amount of thickening may be 
stirred into a kitchen, under the following spe¬ 
cifications ? 

A short, gray, snowy, mid-winter morning— 
a huge pile of breakfast dishes, poking their 
unwashed faces into the middle of it—turkey 
just come, frozen stiff—a melancholy stretch of 
dispirited-looking garments, having refused to 
do*anything but freeze out of doors, sharing 
the clothes-frames with their hot-pressed neigh¬ 
bors; cook hammering away at her belated 
ironing on one side—second Dutchess vibra¬ 
ting between the breakfast-dishes on the other, 
and Master Two-year-old, who is under all the 
feet and on all the tables, snatching knives and 
baked apples, and making himself generally 
promiscuous. Four-year-old, making repetitions 
of himself at the several doors, and kept out at 
the point of the motherly forefinger—and your 
humble servant, hitching up her shawl, and 
running over everybody, trying to help, but 
being warned off, at every point, by the watch¬ 
ful mother, who has obligingly taken up a post 
of assistance among the cups, becomes despe¬ 
rate, draws off her small forces, and beats a re¬ 
treat to the nursery, where books and work and 
healthful play shall make the day beantiful to 
little folks, and interesting to all comers. 

Four-year-old has walked into boots—not by 
any insane provision made by his family, but 
actually stealing the march upon us, in a pair 
of strays left by a guest—and the fascinating 
stampers are, withal, too protective to be fully 
prohibited. We groan, and resign ourselves. 

Number Two is usually known as the best 
child in the world, by way of apology for his 
tendency to squeals, and to mischief in its most 
rapid development. 

Baby is calling loudly upon mamma, from 
among the blankets. A general rush for the 
erib; boys rabid to kiss little sister, to make 
acquaintance with the soft spot in her head, to 
feel her soft fingers, and, oh I to see her cnn- 
ning little feet. “ Isn’t she sweet, mamma? 
Will she be a little girl pretty soon, and have 
cups and saucers? She is getting a larger 
head, and I fink her forehead is growing ont 
of baby.” 

Oh, Frank, what are yon doing? Number 
Two, holding a tin horse within two inches of 


shout, till mamma is suddenly and urgently re¬ 
quested to “ fink a story, to take the war out of 
me.” She flatters^herself she is applying hor¬ 
ror and pathos to most judicious uses, till she 
sees how the boy’s eyes kindle, and his eager 
face works, and he starts up with a boy’s true 
flourish of the sword-arm—“ Well, you see, if 
they intertact me, you see, I must just 'tact 
them.” 

Meanwhile Number Two, who, his education 
being limited, has hitherto regarded a mantel¬ 
piece as physically inaccessible to small-fry, 
rather than as the sacred refuge from their de¬ 
structive fingers, is finding it scaleable by means 
of a chair; and now barely rescued from fiery 
destruction with one arm, and several exclama¬ 
tions calculated to impress terror and prohibi¬ 
tion upon a tender mind. We all draw a long 
breath, and Freddie, whose own youthful piety 
is rather of the spasmodic order, (and quite 
susceptible of ginger-nuts,) but who has a sus¬ 
tained . aspiration for goodness in his brother 
and sister, makes several moral remarks. 
Frank, a little pale, begs his old place in the 
motherly arms; which they, too full to yield, too 
yearning to refuse, divide uneasily with the 
fragile little occupant—one hand constantly 
waving off dangerous approaches to her young 
tenderness, and every bone aching from weak¬ 
ness and fright. 

Freddie returns to the charge. “Well, 
mamma, if I was a fountain, I would shoot — 
right up ; please tell me ’e rest 1 ” The round, 
bright face on the usurped shoulder grows 
thoughtful, and then oblivious, as the story 
goes on; the long lashes droop, and the pic¬ 
ture of beauty and repose that glorify a child’s 
sleep ; weariness is forgotten, and thought rests 
lovingly on its treasures. But dinner must be 
eaten; the intermission would have been better 
appreciated at a more boisterous moment. 

Afternoon, however, still finding down stairs 
occupation for the owre busy nurse-girl, re¬ 
stores me to the boots, the squeals, the disci¬ 
pline, the kisses, the stories, and Freddie’s 
“ what for ? ” plied as endlessly as if he expect¬ 
ed to grow up into “ seven men that can ren¬ 
der a reason,” vivified by a snapping toothache, 
and finally lost in a confusion of “take care of 
the baby’s head I ” “ kiss mamma,” “ is that 
that the foot—of the bottom—of the story ? ” 
“ get up, hossy,” “ my child, don’t tease your 
brother,” “just look at Frank 1 ” “ oh-h-h dear! 
my head,” “ come, and let me kiss it,” “ good 
night, darlings,” “ mamma, please tell me ’e 
rest.” 

Kindly thankful that there is an evening to 
every day, by help of the same I will yet write 
’Tilda’s invitation, though with a shaky pen. 

Drop in any day, dear, you will find us al¬ 
ways the same; the nursery, is established win¬ 
ter-quarters henceforth, and you know we are 
always delighted to treat you as one of the 
family. 


work-basket, dives for the knitting-needles, pulls 
ont two with an innocent jerk, and widens the 
breach in a piece of imperative mending, lying 
in wait for the first moment of possibility. 
Catching it, with suitable reprimand, and rising 
to put it out of his reach, mamma narrowly 
escapes making a jelly of him when she sits 
down again, for his next goal is her rocking- 
chair. Presently both little men discover that 
they have not played horse for half an hour, 
and beg for the unoccupied territory on mam¬ 
ma’s knees, “just once, for a pony;” which 
point of privilege being speedily worn out, they 
proceed to make horses of all the chairs. “That 
won’t do; ” so they are allowed to retreat under 
the bed, and, “ for peace sake,” to play out the 
soldiering spirit upon which a vast amount of 
moral dissuasion has been wasted. While the 
banging goes on in the side scene, I sit secure, 
with the wee thing on my lap, pursuing the 
mending, till an ominous lull makes me look up, 
and watch! Young America is making him¬ 
self a coffin of the slats from the bedstead, and 
intended as a sequence to the battle drama. 
Horrible children! They must be talked to; 
and the bed must be made. But what shall we 
do with the baby? Frank’s moral sense will 
never restrain him from running a chair straight 
up to the crib, to “’ook at her,” with both hands.- 
Freddie must show him pictures. There, the 
slats are dropping out again. Why, the rogue 
thinks the fun is good twice over. Pictures no 
bribe. Two-year-old only semi-amenable to 
reason, and authority reluctant to extreme 
measures, while little Miss is making such loud 
objection to lying there. Shall we resort to 
ginger cakes? No; all corrupt mothers have 
done that since the earliest story-books. Still, 
the children may be hungry; it must be lunch¬ 
eon-time, and, really, this does seem an extreme 

Order being restored—all but the crumbs— 
they promise to be verv quiet, and, as Freddie 
says, “ let sister grow,” while I read to them. 
Unhappily, they are not on the same round of 
the ladder to learning, and the different books 
thrust before my eyes, with “ wead vat,” and 
“ please read ’e rest, mamma,” rather mix up 
the most distressing stage of a croup scene, 
with the rnb-a dab of a pictured drummer. 
Dear Grandmammas, snapped off in their talk 
to good boys, are made to ride little ponies; 
and just as the scape-grace of the story is re¬ 
turning to virtue, with a burst of tears, and a 
total reformation—“Nowl Frank has torn my 
prettiest picture”—and total depravity breaks 
out on both sides for the space of ten minutes. 

Books are abandoned, brothers reconciled, 
and Boots and Roley-poley enjoy themselves all 
over the room, in a promiscuous tumble and 


London, Feb. 5, 1858. 

Bridal Bust of the Princess RoyaP—Sculp¬ 
tors — The Queen and the little Pasha—An 

American Authoress—An English Artist and 

a French Atelier. 

To the Editor of the National Era: 

A “ bridal bust,” as it is termed, of the late 
Princess Royal, now Princess of Prussia, by 
Mrs. Thorneycroft, is now on exhibition. 

Mrs. Thorneycroft, the daughter of one artist 
and the wife of another, stands among the first 
of England’s lady sculptors, and is distinguished 
especially by Court patronage. The series of 
four of the little Princes and Princesses, under 
figures symbolical of the four seasons of the 
year, engraved for the Art Journal, a few years 
ago, Were by her. The bust of the Princess 
Royal, completed just before her marriage, is a 
very pleasing, and said to be a very faithful like¬ 
ness. 

Another lady artist, of still greater promise, 
with the advantage of many more years before 
her for the development of her talent, is Miss 
Susan Durant, who has lately completed, among 
other works, a beautiful group, from an Idyle 
Theocritus, for the Baron Rothschild, and a bast 
of the little son of the Pasha of Egypt, ordered 
by Sir Moses Montefiore, as a present to the 
father of the little fellow, whose childish face 
and figure are very prettily set off by the Turk¬ 
ish cap and military coat and badges. The 
child having been sent to England on a visit, and 
having been by right of rank a visiter to the 
Qneen, she expressed a desire to see the bust 
when completed; and the artist was according¬ 
ly summoned, a few weeks ago, to Osborne, to 
bring her work, and place it in the best possi¬ 
ble light for her Majesty’s inspection. Such a 
summons being something not to be declined, 
even by the most independent of artists, the 
lady, quiet and equable, as it is her wont to be, 
betook herself to Osborne, attended by a pack¬ 
er with the precious bnst. After a little rest 
and a nice dinner, served up for her alone, with 
two tall lacqueys in crimson standing behind her 
chair, Miss Susan Durant was politely request¬ 
ed to proceed to the saloon, and arrange her 
bust in the light that pleased her best; and 
when quite ready, the Queen, attended by Prince 
Albert and some of the children, made their ap¬ 
pearance. Their manner, as usual, was quite cor¬ 
dial and easy; they conversed with the lady 
artist for a few minutes very pleasantly, and ex¬ 
pressed their entire satisfaction with the bust, 
both for its resemblance to the child and as a 
work of art. 

But it is not alone upon Grecian boys and 
little Egyptian Pashas that Miss Durant has 
exercised her genius. A bust of Mra. Stowe, 
taken last winter, during the visit of the author¬ 
ess to Paris, ia also among her most successful 
works; and a description of it, and of the cir¬ 
cumstances under which the likeness was taken, 
must he interesting to the public, who have 
hailed with such universal interest the produc¬ 
tions of this distinguished writer. 

The Bue de Clichy, at Paris, is a long, straight 
street, up one continuous ascent, from the large 
and fashionable Chausshe d'Antin, to the Bar¬ 
riers ; and being a cheerful, handsome, and tol¬ 
erably central street, it is much frequented by 
American and English visiters, and contains 
more than the usual amount of Pensions, or 
French boarding-houses. In one of these Pen¬ 
sions, (rather an open and pleasant bnilding for 
a French Pension,) built around a square court¬ 
yard, a party are seated one day at dinner. The 
hostess is wondering and cogitating at the non- 
appearance of Mrs. Stowe and her friends, for 
whom she has set up in expectation the better 
part of the previous night, when, lo and behold, 
iff come the American party, weary and anx¬ 
ious, looking somewhat worn with travel, and 
the first contact with a new tongue, new cus¬ 
toms, and new arrangements, so perplexing to 
a foreigner on his first arrival. 

Having missed their direction to the Pension, 
the American travellers had searched about in 
vain, and slept at length at a hotel, but have 
found their way, at last, to their destined ha- 

The inmates of the Pension regard with in¬ 
terest and curiosity the newly-arrived party, 
and among them, at the dinner-table, sits a tall, 
well-formed, yonng English lady, with delicate 
profile, light hair with a wave in it, and a man¬ 
ner indicative of strength, kindliness, and great 
good sense. This is an artist who has been 
spending some of the winter months, as uSnal, 
at Paris, working in the Atelier of her friend 
the Baron de Trequet, one of the first of the 
French sculptors. The very natural idea in¬ 
stantly enters into her head, of making a bnst 
of that distinguished American lady; but her 
time is short; she has but a week longer to re¬ 
main in Paris, and Mrs. Stowe is very weary 
with her journey, and, moreover, the only in¬ 
terpreter for her party in the new tongue. 

On going to the Atelier next day, the lady 
sculptnress communicates her idea to the Baron 
de Trequet, who hails it with ready delight, and 


urges her to carry it out: by all means. Mrs. 
Stowe is persuaded to sit, notwithstanding the 
execrations of some of her party, who need her 
in half a dozen places at once. The very next 
day the work begins, and is pushed by the art¬ 
ist morning, noon, and evening, with a zeal 
that costs her a fit of illness when the work is 
at length accomplished. 

Mrs. Stowe proves herself, on the whole, a 
very patient sitter, and is kept busy and 
amused, and in good expression, by a bit of 
clay, with which she herself models a little 
bird’s nest filled with eggs, which remains to 
this day in the Atelier of Baron de Trequet, a 
memorial of her natural love of art. 

At Dnnrobin Castle, the country seat of the 
Duchess of Sutherland, there grows in profu¬ 
sion that beantiful English plant, the ivy, with 
its finely-formed, glossy, dark-green leaves. Is 
is a plant beantiful in itself, always a favorite 
with artists, and peculiarly striking to strangers. 
Mrs..Stowe, during the visit she had just been 
making at the Castle, had one day wreathed 
her head with ivy leaves, instead of more elab¬ 
orate and artificial ornament; and so appearing 
at dinner, the Dnehess had bestowed upon it 
such approval, that Mrs. Stowe had frequently 
while there adopted this beautiful head-dress. 

On hearing, this, it occurred to the artist to 
wreath the hair of her bust in the Same man¬ 
ner ; and, drawing the curls lightly back from 
the forehead, the crown of leaveB laid above 
them, gave to the head a most graceful and art¬ 
istic finish. 

One day, when the work was nearly finished, 
three gentlemen entered the studio, all distin¬ 
guished men, one of them a learned professor 
from Turin. They slightly noticed the work; 
and went out of the Atelier, when somebody in¬ 
formed them of the name of the sitter. They 
had all read her books, and the learned profes¬ 
sor, especially, was an enthusiastic admirer of 
them, for they had found their way to Turin, 
and had been read there with the same interest 
as elsewhere. Immediately it became a matter 
of urgent necessity to the three gentlemen to 
return to the Atelier, and make anxious inquiries 
of Baron de Trequet about some very trivial 
subject, and to make a most critical survey of 
the bust and of the sitter. 

They pronounced the likeness extremely 
good; as did also the relatives and friends of 
Mrs. Stowe, who afterwards visited the Atelier. 

In a week, by dint of unremitting labor, the 
clay model was completed; the next day it 
was cast and packed, and the day after the lady 
artist returned to her studio in London. Du¬ 
ring the winter months the work was executed 
in marble, and was ready for exhibition at the 
Royal Academy, at its May opening, where it 
attracted much notice and praise; the Duchess 
of Sutherland and others, having visited the 
studio previously to its exhibition, to bestow 
upon.it their admiration and approval. 

This bust of one of the first of America’s 
lady writers, executed by one of the first of 
England’s lady sculptors, should surely be pur¬ 
chased, in some American city, for art union, 
library, or pnblic hall; well worthy of an honor¬ 
ed place, from the genius that it represents, and 
the grace and beauty of its artistic work. 


household furniture, &c., $4,500; or a total of tion had been framed, it is true, but tbe instrn- 
$120,884, costing on an average $40 per ton, ment was without binding force upon the peo- 
bemg an excess of $34 per ton, or $102,710, pie, and even now it remains for Congress to 
over what it would have been by railroad. Not- say whether it shall ever be made obligatory, 
withstanding these facts, it is to be feared that While the Constitution was in this unexecuted 
it will be some time yet, ere the iron horse will shape, there was nothing that could diminish 
be seen at the capital. the power of the Territorial Legislature to affix 

The Mississippi is open as far up as the head this new condition to its formation. At the 
of the Upper Rapids, so that navigation is best., this Constitution was nothing more than 
being resumed. At that point, and above, the a proposition to the Congress of the United 
ice-bridge still remains ; but the thaw of the States. The organic act had authorized no 
last four days has materially weakened it, and Convention, clothed with legislative authority, 
a short continuation of the present “'southern to bind the people of Kansas, or to conclude 
influence ” will cause its hutments and arches the National Legislature from .the exercise of 


to vanish away. Yours, &c., e. r. its sovereignty over the Territories. Nor did 

• this doctrine rest upon argument alone. Con- 

THIRTY-FIFTH CONGRESS, the case of Wisconsin, had remanded 

-- 1 her Constitution to the people of that Territo- 

FIBST SESSION. ry upon a disputed question of boundary, at a 

HZZ.T, 1 C loco period in the process of her preparation for ad- 

Tuesday, March 16, 1858. mission when she was much farther advanced 

T , , , . „ , , , in her application than was Kansas at the time 

la the debate in the Senate, on the 16th nit. her Territorial Legislature authorized this vote 
on the Kansas question, Mr. King, of New York, on the Lecompton instrument. Were the peo- 
denvered an elaborate speech against the Le- pie of Kansas forever restrained from fur- 

compton Constitution. He recited at length ther proceedings in the matter of a Constitu¬ 

te progress of events in the Territory of Kan- tion after the Lecompton Convention adjourn- 
sas, and reviewed the political professions made ed ? What, then, would have been their condi- 


, XT .L r. ■ *, .-,- — ? What, then, would have been their condi- 

by the Northern Democracy during the last tion, had Mr. Calhoun suppressed the document, 
Presidential campaign. It was notorious that or refused to transmit it to Congress? An argu- 
the friends of Mr. Buchanan at the North had ment which proved too much, proved nothin* 
promised that justice should be done to the The Lecompton Constitution could not work 
Free State majority of Kansas, and without as an estoppel on the people in their applica- 
such assurances he could not have commanded tion for admission, nor were the little rules of 
the vote of a single Northern State. The plat- Westminster Hall pertinent to the discussion 
form and principles of the Democratic party of a great political question before a tribunal 
had long been susceptible of two interpreter like the National Legislature. In its adjust- 
tions—-one intended for the North, and the ment, full scope should be left for the play of 
other for the South. It was by such a species reason and justice, unrestrained by legal fic- 
of double-dealing that it had prevailed at the tions or technicalities. If, in respect to their 
test election. fundamental law, and out of abundant caution, 

Ihe President’s change of policy in respect the people should desire to vote a»ain and 
to the popular submission of the Constitution again upon their projet of a Constitution, who 
of Kansas seemed to have been inspired by the could object ? In the case of Kansas, the re¬ 
clamors of the South in its complaints against suit of the election held upon the whole Consti- 
Gov. Walker; and, considering the nature of tation had sufficiently vindicated its propriety 
the present auestion. ho was cnnotramori t. ’ ___ A ” . y 


Mystic River, Conn., March 15, 1858. 

To the Editor of the National Era: 

From notices in yonr paper concerning the 
Fillmore and Democratic' Conventions, I see 
that you well understand the state of political 
affairs in Connecticut. 

The American party has completely stultified 
itself, and that vote will not affect the result. 

The dodging of the Democratic Convention 
on the Lecompton business dissatisfies both 
Douglas and Buchanan men, and the Connec 
tieut Democracy has lost the ground that it' 
seemed to have gained a year ago. Henceforth, 
nothing but criminal remissness on the part of 
the Republicans can give power to ' the Demo 
cratic party here again. 

The Democratic Convention attempted to 
“ go in ” on a local platform, and sacrifice 
principle to harmony— i. e , unity of the party— 
but when General Pratt, their nominee for Gov¬ 
ernor, addressed the Convention, before its ad¬ 
journment, some anxious member called out, 
“ How about Lecompton ? ” Amid the confu¬ 
sion caused by the attempts to keep him still 
by some, and to make him answer by others, 
the General retired, and the Convention ad¬ 
journed, both in confusion, without the question 
being answered. 

That question, “How about Lecomptonf” 
is the death-knell of the General and his party; 
but three weeks from to-day, the people of Con¬ 
necticut will respond to it, in terms not to be 
mistaken. g. a. m. 

WESTERN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Le Claire, Iowa, March 12, 1868. 

Zb the Editor of the National Era : 

A few figures may give your readers some 
idea of the increasing prosperity of this State. 
According to the report of the Auditor of State, 
the following is an exhibit of the taxable prop¬ 
erty in this State for the past seven years : 

In 1861, it was - - - $28,464,550 

In 1852 .... 38,427,376 

In 1853 .... 49,540,304 

In 1854 .... 72,327,204 

In 1855 .... 106,894,390 

In 1856 ■ . • 164,394,413 

In 1857 .... 210,044,533 

No State has a better foundation for a liberal 
endowment of public schools. There are now 
519,939 acres of school lands remaining unsold, 
which will, it is estimated, bring $2,182,997; 
which, with the existing fund of $2,030,543, 
will amount to $4,213,540. 

From this, however, must be taken the sum 
of $46,403, which will be lost by the defalca¬ 
tions of the late Superintendent of Public In¬ 
struction, (Democratic,) who applied the funds 
intrusted to him to serve his own interests. 

The new Constitution provides for the elec¬ 
tion of a Board of Education, who will have 
control of the School Fund, and will undoubt¬ 
edly re-arrange onr whole school system. 

The initiatory steps towards reform are being 
taken by the Legislature, but the precise nature 
of the changes are as yet uncertain. It is cer¬ 
tain, however, that the “ Fund ” will hereafter 
be carefully guarded. 

It is gratifying to know that, as yet, but a 
small proportion of the expenses of the State is 
caused by the punishment of criminals, the ap¬ 
propriations being as follows: Insane Asylum, 
$100,338; Deaf and Dumb, $7,000 ; Institution 
for the’ Blind, $7,222; and Penitentiary, 
$24,817. 

It is still uncertain what kind of a Bank Law 
will pass the Legislature. The Senate has 
under consideration a bill for a State Bank, 
similar to that of Ohio; the principal office to 
be located at Iowa City, with five or six 
branches. 

The House hill provides for a free banking 
system, under which any person or association 
may establish a bank, on depositing the required 
amount of State stocks, &c., with the Auditor of 
State. It may be that both these will pass and 
be submitted to the people, as the Constitution 
requires; but the probability is, that the Sen¬ 
ate bill will take precedence, and the other 
plan be laid aside. 

The great pressing necessity of Iowa is, rail¬ 
roads. For want of a speedy communication 
with the East, the progress of the interior of the 
State is much retarded. 

A writer in the Iowa Citizen, at Des Moines, 
gives the following figures as the result of his 
investigations aB to the amount paid for wagon 
freights from Iowa City and Bentonsport to Das 
Moines, during the past twelve months : Paid 
by merchants on merchandise, $93,634; for: 
machinery for four large mills, $6,200; for 
other machinery, $4,500; for pine lumber, 
$8,000; for building materials, $4,000; for 


clamors of the South in its complaints against suit of the election held upon the whole Consti- 
Gov. Walker; and, considering the nature of tation had sufficiently vindicated its propriety 
the present question, he was constrained to and necessity. It enabled the people unmis- 
regard itas one of a series of measures devised takably to indicate to Congress and the coun- 
by the Nullibers of the South, for the purpose try their opposition to the pending instrument. 
Of overturning our free Government, or of pro- Who would now be willing to force them into 
cipitatmg a dissolution of the Union. He had the Union under a Constitution thus tried and 
no fears, however, of the latter alternative, condemned ? To do so would clearly be a pal- 
The people of no State would tolerate the de- pable violation of the right of the' people to 
signs ot these scheming politicians. The Hart- govern themselves. 

f< r r i Convention, and the supposed complicity This Constitution, moreover, on closer ex- 
of the old Federal party in its alleged unfriendly amination, seemed to be conceived and execu- 
purposes against onr National Union, had ted in fraud. Recent investigations in the Ter- 
forever rendered the very name of “Federalist” ritory, conducted under the authority of the 
a term of political reproach, in spite of the Territorial Legislature, had disclosed the fact, 
eminent services rendered by that great and that of the voteB cast in favor of the Slavery 
"l 1 u 0 6 ^ rHer dayS ° f the artic!e on the 21at of December, more than 
Republic. If the Nashville Convention, and twenty-seven hundred were fraudulent and fic- 
the complicity of the Democratic party in its titious. And. in order to estimate the force of 
avowed objects, had not wrought the overthrow a statement like this, it was necessary to take 
of modern Democracy, it was only because the a connected view of political events in Kansas 
people of all sections regarded that Convention The first Legislature of that Territory was 
as nothing more than a sham, which, as such, elected by others than the people of Kansas 
frightened nobody, and was already well-nigh This fact seemed to be undeniable, and was 
u 0tt M‘ii f un -j , c ® rt . ai Hl y so con9ider ed by the Free State party 

Mr. Mallory, of Florida, defended the policy of the Territory, who, for this reason, had long 
of the bill, and defined the rights of the South renounced allegiance to the Territorial Govern- 
m relation- to African Slavery. He endorsed ment. This abstinence on their part from all 
the. views of Mr. Benjamin and Mr. Hunter, in participation in civil affairs naturally pleased 
their reply to Mr. Seward. Nothing had seem- the minority, as it left the field open for their 
ed to him more surprising, in the extraordinary unimpeded sway, insomnch that Gov Walker 
speech of the last-named Senator, than the icy for attempting to conciliate the recusant ma- 
coldness with which he announced propositions jority by promises of fair dealing, encountered 
that he must know would be revolting to the the determined hostility of the minority party 
sensibilities of tbe South, That the latter were not incapable of fraud t 

He thought the rejection of Kansas would be sufficiently patent, and that they sought to re- 
fraught with dangerous consequences, which tain their power rather by artifice thaS numeri- 
it would require all the wisdom of Congress to cal strength is apparent from the machinery 
avert, as it would be hardly possible to convince devised by the Lecompton Convention as seen 
the South that Kansas had not been rejected in its refusal to submit the whole Constitution, 
purely and simply because she asked admission in the extraordinary powers conferred on Mr 
as a slave State. In view of the dwindling pha- Calhoun, and in the test oath prescribed as a* 
lanx of those at the North who had heretofore condition of voting on even the single article 
sustained the nghte of the South, that section referred to the. people. Its little respect for 
might might find herself compelled to take a the will of the majority ia also shown by the 
new point of departure, for she could not refuse clause of the schedule, which, in case the Con- 
to see that her enemies were every day gather- stitution should be accepted by Congress re- 
mg in strength around her. From the past peals all laws passed by the late Territorial 
progress of the anti Slavery party, it was easy Legislature. What power had that Conven- 
to predict its tmal success. He agreed with tion to paralyze a Legislature acting under au- 
INortiiern Ssn&fcors m the opinion that the pre- thority of the organic act of Congress ? 
ponderance of the South in the Union was Mr. Crittenden expressed his disapproval of 
already lost, and, if he thought that the rights much in the conduct of the Free State party of 
of his section depended upon mere numerical Kansas. They doubtless have bad and aedi- 
strenglh, he would- already despair of the tions men among them, but laws were provided 
Republic. The South could not keep pace for the punishment of such individuals. The 
with the North m the march of expansion. It political rights of a whole people were not for- 
was idle to deny the fact. Hitherto, the South feited by the factious practices of a few lawless 
had swayed, m the main, the destines of the men. If, however, it should be said that this 
country. When the sceptre should have passed seditious spirit is general among the people, ho 
into the hands of the North, it remained to be thought they were in that case hardly prepared 
seen whether she would prove Competent to to take their place in this peaceful eonfedera- 
wield it. Should that event occur, the South tion of States. They should be left to serve a 
would be only the more jealous of her rights little longer apprenticeship in the art of self- 
and the more vigilant in their defence. government. 

. , Mr - ? U l b ’ , 0f 9U 0 ’ in , earnest speech, Regarding the Lecompton Constitution in 
defended the legality and validity of the Le- the light he did, it was impossible for him to 
compton Constitution, though announcing that, vote in favor of admitting Kansas under that 
in obedience to the instructions of the Legisla- instrument. He would submit to any conse- 
ture of his State, he should be constrained to quences, rather than stain his hand by putting- 
vote against the admission of Kansas under it to what his conscience did not approve. And 
that instrument. what was to be gained by it? At the North, a 

Alter entering into an elaborate historical renewed agitation of Slavery. To the South it 
review of the nature, obligations, and force of was destined in any event to be a barren tri- 
enabling acts, and afler reviewing the succes- umph. Let us, then, said Mr. C , authorize the 
sive steps which had attended the formation of people of Kansas to express their will fairly 
the pending Constitation, and which seemed to and definitively in the matter. Let the major- 
him legal and proper throughout, he proceeded ity rule. This was the principle which com- 
to defend the amendment which he proposed to mended the Kansas-Nebraska law to Southern 
attach to the bill, to the effect that nothing acceptance. Let the South now give full scope 
therein contained should be Construed to deny to its exercise. 

the right of the people of Kansas at any time, He gave notice of his intention to bring in a 
in a legal wa y, to alter, reform or abolish the bill, providing for the admission of Kansas con- 


pending Constitution, at their pleasure. ditioually, on the ratification of the Lecompton 

Wednesday March 17 18/ifi Constitution by a full and fair vote of the peo- 

Weanesaay, March 17, 1858. pie, and, in case of its rejection, by authorizing 

TT ™ n * the formation of a new State Government. 

Kansas.-^ The Senate then proceeded to the Mr. Trumbull, of Illinois, in an earnest 
consideration of the special order, viz : the bill speech, reviewed the history of the legislation 
for the admission of the State of Kansas into of Congress on the subject of Slavery in the 

the Union. Territories since the year 1850. He explained 

Mr. Crittenden of Kentucky addressed the and approved the theory of the Compromise 
Senate. The President of the United States, measures of that date, and quoted from a speech 
in a special message of unusual earnestness, of Mr. Cass in illustration of the pacific effect 
had urged upon Congress the duty and expedi- they had exerted upon all sections of the eoun- 
ency of admitting Kansas into the Union under try, when in 1864 the Missouri Compromise was 
what is known as the Lecompton Constitution, repealed. He remarked upon the little success 
The application made in the name of this in- of .the Kansas-Nebraska bill in accomplishing 
strument naturally raised the inquiries: Is it the object of its patrons, that of banishing 
the Constitution of the people of Kansas, and Slavery from the halls of Congress. Reviewing 
does it embody their will ? To both these in- the decision of the Supreme Court in the case 
quiries he was constrained, as the result of his of Dred Scott, he replied to the recent argn- 
candid judgment, to reply in the negative. The ment of Mr. Benjamin, in relation to the legal 
prima facie evidence in favor of the instrument status and extent of Slavery, whether under 
might be fair; but behind it there was other the common law or the Constitution of the Uni- 
and contrary evidence, to which he could not ted States. He cited five decisions in which, 
close hi3 eyes. It was in evidence, that at the Supreme Court assert the power of Con- 
a special election, more than ten thousand votes gress over the Territories, and hence inferred 
had been cast.against, this Constitution; and that it ill became those who now d.nny this 
Federal authorises, such as ex Governor Walk- power to assail the “Republican” party for re- 
er and ex-Secretary Stanton, had given assn- fusing assent to the mere obiter dicta of that 
ranees of a similar purport, which were too well Court in their late opinion, 
authenticated to be lightly ignored. At the Mr. T. then recited the course of events in 
election had upon the Slavery article, it was Kansas, and entered an emphatic protest 
claimed that but little more than six thousand against her admission under the Lecompton 
votes were cast by the friends of the Constitu- Constitution. It was idle to suppose that such 
tion in its present shape; and of these, recent an iniquitous measure would tend to “ localize 
investigations seemed to show that nearly one- the agitation ” now raging in the country. That 
half were fraudulent and fiotitious. The late agitation could be allayed only by doing justice 
Territorial Legislature, moreover, had unan- iu the premises, 
imously declared against the pending document, The Senate adjourned at 5 o’clock, 
and asked its rejection by Congress. Who, in house 

the face of evidence like this, could affirm that The business first in order was the motion to 
tne Lecompton Constitution was the Constitu- lay on the table the memorial of the members 
tion of the people of Kansas ? These latter an d officers of the Territorial Legislature of 
evidences are equally matters of record with the Utah. s 

Constitution itself, and being latest in point of Mr. Harris, of Maryland, said he had submit- 
time, are entitled to the greatest weight m as- ted the motion under the impression that such 
certaming the real wishes of the Territory. a paper should be got rid of promptly, but upon 
Ihe President, it is true, urges Congress to consideration he thought it was important that 
consider as no better than a nullity the election it should be made a matter of record, 
had upon the Constitution, under authority of Mr. Millson, of Virginia, hoped the document 


the Territorial Legislature, on the 4th of Janu- would not be referred 1 
ary last; but the reason assigned fcr such a insolent, and defiant.’ 


course is most unsatisfactory. Though ex- The memorial was ordered to be printed and 
pressing regret that the whole Constitution had laid on the table. 

not been submitted according to his original The Army Bill.— The bill to raise a regiment 
preferences and expectations, he regards the of mounted volunteers in Texas, and to author- 
submission ordained by the Legislature to be ize the President to call into the service of tie 
nulland void, because, at that stage of events, United States four regiments of volunteers 
the Territory was already too far prepared for C ame up as unfinished business 
admission into the Union- to be affected by Mr. Quitman, of Mississippi, said tbe bill was 
such a preliminary measure. What was this unfortunate iu being obliged to drag its slow 
state of preparation? A projected Constitu- length along during the morning hour only,and 
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appealed to the House to permit the debate to \ 
go oa until the subject W8S disposed of. He ! 
ttought a vote might be had to-morrow 
mernirg. 

Mr. Pendleton, of Ohio, spoke id favor of the 
substitute of. which Mr. Faulkner, of Virginia, 
had given notice, to provide for a permanent 
increase of the army. A careful examination 
of the subject had convinced!him that such an 
increase wus absolutely necessary. 

Our foreign relations were such as to require 
an increase of the army. He believed it wag 
time to sow the seed of American institutions 
in Central America; that it was time to demand 
of Spain indemnity for the past and security for 
the future, and in default to take from her that 
island, the possession of which had enabled her 
to trample upon the rightB.of our citizens and 
inouk bur national flag ; and that it was time 
tc notify. Great Britain and the world that 
henceforward American influence and policy 
was to be supreme on this continent. Mexico 
had failed unaided to attain the high -destiny to 
which she was entitled, and it would hereafter 
be the duty of this Government to respond to 
her Call for aid. This line of policy should he 
openly proclaimed and enforced, if need be, by 
the persuasive tones of cannon, in the face of 
the scowls and frowns of interested-and rival 
cat,ions. All these things must be done at the 
right time and in the right way^and they point 
ed to the necessity of an increase of the stand¬ 
ing array. „ He had no word to say against vol- 
flnfeers ; on the contrary, he believed volunteer 
troops imparted vigop'to regular troops, and re¬ 
ceived discipline from them, so that the two 
combined made the best army in the world. 
Bat they were Buited only for temporary emer¬ 
gencies ; not for a permanent increase. 

Mr. Marshall, pf Kentucky, said if this bill 
failed, and - the country should understand the 
reasons, he would be satisfied. He denied the 
necessity of.an increase of the regular army, and 
that the army was now over-burdened with ser¬ 
vice. The Government was not under obliga¬ 
tions to protect emigrant routes ; if it were, an 
immense army would be required. The pio- 


own sagacity and valor. It would not be wise 
or economical to teach Americans to rely for 
protection upon the army. 

Had it come to pass that Government de¬ 
manded “ mere machines ” for its military ser 
vice, and complained of the citizen soldiery, 
that they were too intelligent and sympathized 
too much with the people ? The volunteers 
had shown in Mexico that they were in no re¬ 
spect inferior to regular troops. The annals of 
the Mexican war did not show an instance 
where the regulars recovered ground which vol¬ 
unteers had abandoned. It was, citizen volun 
tears that had achieved many of the.most bril¬ 
liant victories in our past history. He denied 
that, under the same conditions, volunteers were 
more sickly or more expensive than regulars, 
and proceeded to argue that volunteers would 
be the most efficient force .thatepuid be brought 
into the field. 

Mr, Bingham, of Ohio, was opposed both to 
the bill lo raise volunteers and the substitute to 
raise regulars. The array was already large 
enough, the efficient force being fifteen thou¬ 
sand. Three thousand trqopg were kept in 
Kansas and its vicinity, where they were m t 
required for any proper and legitimate purpose, 
He had high authority for saying that, even if 
hostilities were to be prosecuted, the force al¬ 
ready in the field and pa the way were amply 
sufficient, The force in and near Kansas, 
added to Chi. Johnson’s column, would increase 
it to fi ve thousand men—a force amply sufficient 
to enter Salt Lake city against all opposition. 

Mr. Bryan, of Texas, snowed the necessity ol 
raising the regiment of volunteers for Texas, 
and spoke of the murders and outrages recent 
lv committed by Indians on the Texas fron¬ 
tiers. 

Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, thought it unnecessary 
to Bend troops against the Indians. He had 
some acquaintance with the Indian character, 
and he knew that if they were fed and well 
used, they would never injure a white man. 

Mr. Farnsworth, of Illinois, gave notice 
of an amendment providing that so much as 
provides for a regiment in Texas shall not be 
in force if that State goes out of the Union, nor 
so long as it maintains an attitude of hostility 
towards the General Government. 

Mr. Savage, Of Tennessee, obtained the floor; 
when, at twenty minutes before four o’clock, 
the House adjourned. 

Thursday, March 18, 1868. 

SENATE. 

Kansas .—The Senate resumed the consider¬ 
ation of the ppecial order, being the bill for the 
admission of the State of Kansas into the Union. 

Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, agreed with Mr. 
Crittenden, that this was not a sectional ques¬ 
tion, buf its importance was such that many 
people in many of the States considered it 
worth more than, the Union itself. It was use¬ 
less to deny, that the great shibboleth of the op¬ 
position to the Lecompton Constitution was 
found in the cry pf “no more slave States in 
this Confederacy.” Regarding this as the real 
question at issue, he should proceed to inquire 
whet' er it was a doctrine which could be ad¬ 
mitted in any consideration pf constitutional 
law, authority, or policy. 

As a question of policy, this political dogma 
was equally inexpedient. What more natural 
or proper, than that the people of the Territo- j 
ries in forming their State Governments should 
be left free to determine for themselves wheth- 


triple right to admission—a right under the 
treaty of acquisition, under the organic act, 
Snd under tne Constitution of the United- 
8:a!es. The Lecompton Constitution had been 
made with ex'reme deliberation, regularity, 
and legality. Admitting as tree all the allega¬ 
tions of fraud committed at thp .election on the 
Slavery article, they did not affect the legal 
adoption of that clause and of the whole in¬ 
strument. 

Ha Held that the Territorial Legislature had 
no right or authority to submit the Constitution 
to a vote of the people after it had been framed 
and adopted by the Convention acting as the 
people’s representatives. He regretted that 
Mr. Crittenden should have given the weight 
of his great name to the charge that the first 
Legislature of Kansas had been elected by 
Missourians. 

He differed radically with Mr. Crittenden in 
his-views of the Missouri -restriction and its re¬ 
peal. Ha rejoiced that that odious statute had 
been rffUced. He was sure that Kentucky, 
even though, as some of her sister States fear 
ed, she loved the Union not wisely, but. too 
well, would never endure the bondage of its re¬ 
newed imposition. But shpuld that event oc 
cur, it would he not among the least of i s ag¬ 
gravations that her own cherished son had con¬ 
spired to effect the wrong. 

Mr. Toombs closed his argument by paying 
a warm tribute to President Buchanan, Mr. 
Secretary Cass, and such of the Non,hem 
Democracy as now exhibit the same sublime 
spectacle of maintaining the constitutional 
rights of the South against the advancing 
strides of Northern fanaticism. 

Mr. Crittenden replied to the strictures 
of Mr. Toombs. He hoped he should be 
pardoned for regretting the repeal of the 
Missouri Compromise, after having learned foi 
more than. thirty years to revere and honor it 
as a great patriotic measure, which had brought 
to the whole country a revenue of peace and 
good will—a richer revenue than any tariff 
act could ever bestow. He had no quarrel 
with the Supreme Coiirt. He recognised it as 
the final arbiter in questions belonging to its 
jurisdiction, but he could yield obedience to its 
mandate Without foregoing the matured and 
honest convictions of his reason and judgment. 
He regretted that the subject of Slavery was 
made an ific'Ment 'of this debate. It really 
formed no legitimate element of the Kansas 
discussion, wh-ch he had hoped would bo con¬ 
ducted on high considerations of equality and 
political justice. He was a Southern man, and 
always desired to see h'is section in the 1 right 
So feeling, ho was constrained in the pending 
issue to advise that which seemed to him right 
ns a true son of the South, and at the same 
time as a loyal citizen of the United States 
He prayed that the South might ever bask in 
the sunshine of prosperity, and that peace 
m-gbt return and reign throughout all the land. 

The concluding remarks of the venerable 
Senator were greeted in the galleries with loud 
applause, which, however, was soon repressed 
in respect for the rules of the Senate. 

Mr. Bell, having i obtained the floor of the 
Senate, at a brief period before tbs'hour of re¬ 
cess, did not conclude his speech on the Kansas 
question until 10 o’clock at night. 

He would not detract from the eloquent eu 
logiam pronounced by Mr. Toombs on Mr. 
Buchanan and his Cabinet. They might be as 
patriotic as they were represented; but when 


intrepidity was enumerated among their virtues, 
he could not forbear to express bis conviction 
that the Administration, in so suddenly chang- j 
icg its Kansas policy, had quailed and cowered 
before just Bach men as Mr. Toombs and his 
Southern coadjutors. At present, it seemed to 
him that nothing more was at stake than the 
triumph or defeat of party, and it was the Sen¬ 
ator’s zeal in behalf of a political victory which 
caused him so greatly to exaggerate the pend¬ 
ing issue. We must consider what would satisfy 
not merely a party, but the whole country. The 
President, however, bases his recommendation 
on the ground that Congress is bound to accept 
the pending Constitution, as having been legally 
framed in pursuance of the organic act, and 
implies that its rejestion would be deemed an 
outrage by the Southern States. It is argued 
that Congress has no, right to look behind the 
face of the paper thus sanctioned by the forms 
of law. Did the organic act authorize the form¬ 
ation of a State Constitution? That it does, 
the President says is too clear for argument. 
That it does not, is admitted by Mr. Toombs, 
who, while thus differing with the President on 
a question of interpretation which the latter 
pronounces self evident, does not scruple to com¬ 
mend the logic of the President’s Kansas mes¬ 
sage as being unanswerable, and that, too, when 
by his admission he takes away the very found¬ 
ation of its argument. If the organic act did 
not authorize the formation of this Constitution, 
it results that the pending question of its ac¬ 
ceptance remains entirely open to the discretion 
of Congress.. So regarding it, he would enter 
into an examination of the recorded evidence 
by which he was bound to render just judgment 
in the premises—being free to accept or reject 
the pending proposition, as circumstances and 
facts might determine. 

Mr. Bell then proceeded to review with great 
minuteness and accuracy the progress of polit¬ 
ical events in Kansas, and the proceedings 
which led to the formation of the Lecompton 
Constitution. Desiring to make a complete 
and impartial record of the whole case, he chal¬ 
lenged contradiction of any statement which 
other Senators might deem erroneous. In view# 
of all the facts, he said, at the close of his nar¬ 
rative, that he was driven to the irresistible 
conclusion that the Lecompton Constitution did 
not embody the will of the people, and that 
Kansas should not be admitted under it. 

Favor was invoked by some for the Leeomp- 
ton Constitution, because it recognised Slavery. 
There was no hope of making Kansas a slave 
State, yet the view was held up to the South. 
The Pro-Slavery leaders of the Territory had 
abandoned that idea more than a year ago. He 
read from letters of Dr. Stringfellow, Dr. Tebbs 
Gen. Whitfield, Judge Elmore, and others, in 
confirmation of this statement. It is only Fed¬ 
eral officials, like Calhoun, Henderson, McLean, 
and others, who now seem to encourage this 
expectation. 

Bnt it is said that the admission of Kansas 
will “localize’' the Slavery agitation. The 
idea was not a novel one. It was said that the 
Kansas Nebraska bill would aeccomplish this 
object. Had it done so? And what assurance 
had we that this latter hope would not prove as 
illusory as the former ? Free-Soilism had grown 
and thriven on the food furnished by that meas¬ 
ure. Indeed, the Bepnbliean party had sud¬ 
denly become the favorites of the Democracy, 
and it now was sought to assure their success 
by passing this new measure. On the other 
hand, did Southern men seek a pretext for dis¬ 
union agitation? Then, as he thought, they 
might prudently await a better issue than would 
be furnished by either the passage or rejection 
of this bill. 

Mr. Bell next reviewed the dogma that a 
Constitution may be changed by the people at 
their will, in spite of the provisions contained in 
its body. This was a most dangerous and dis¬ 
organizing theory, and he was surprised that 
one usually so conservative as Mr. Hunter had, 
in this case, given in his adhesion to it. 

The speaker then criticised briefly the recent 
speech of Mr. Seward, and closed his augument 
by an invocation for that political repose which 
the country so much needed. Unless conser¬ 
vative and patriotic men of both sections should 
combine to calm the agitation, he feared oar 
brave ship of State was drifting towards the 
breakers. 

Mr. Foster then obtained the floor, and the 
Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE. 

The army bill waB taken up as the regular 
order. 

Mr. Savage, of Tennessee, advocated the 
bill as reported by the majority, and opposed a 
permanent increase of the regular army. Con¬ 
gress was responsible for furnishing a different 
kind of force than that which the Administra¬ 
tion had asked for, bnt he was willing to take 
his share of that responsibility. 

Mr. Marshall, of Kentucky, said, he was pre¬ 
pared, upon his Congressional responsibility, 
to vote to recall the regulars and send volun¬ 
teers in their places. It was a usurpation of 
power for the President to send the army to 
Utah while Congress was in Bession. 

Mr. Washburn, of Maine, contended that 
there was now no legal authority for the em¬ 
ployment of any force whatever in Utah, and 
suggested amendments authorizing the Presi¬ 
dent to use the army and the volunteers to be 
raised for the purpose of quelling disturbances 
in Utah. 

Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, urged that no army 
ought to be sent against the Mormons until 
polygamy—the “twin relic of barbarism”— 
had been prohibited by aot of Congress. 

Mr. Faulkner, of Virginia, offered his substi¬ 
tute for the fourth, fifth, and sixth sections of 
the bill, providing for raising additional regi 
ments of the regular army. 

Mr. Blair, of Missouri, desired to know wheth¬ 
er the Government was prepared to exercise a 
wholesome control over Utah, or whether that 
people was to be allowed to run riot yet longer 
in the exercise of the privileges of “ squatter 
sovereignty.” The Mormons had instituted a 
blockade of the route from the Mississippi val 
ley to the Pacific ocean, and hurled defiance at 
the. Executive; and it was high time they were 
subdued. He quoted from the laws of the Ter¬ 
ritorial Legislature, to show their unjust and 
tyrannical character, and recounted the out¬ 
rages which they had committed upon Gentiles 
among them. The people of the Northwest 
could not longer permit these things to go on. 
They bad friends yet among the Mormons to 
be rescued, and they were determined that the 
great route of emigration should not continue 
to be blocked up. He denied that the present 
force was at all adequate ; a small force would 
be only an invitation to resistance, bnt a large 
force would put, down the rebellion without 
bloodshed. He did not think the army would 
be employed against Kansas. If the President 
had resolved upon that course, a few thousand 
troops more or less would make no material 
difference. But the President, in his opinion, 
had learned a lesson already which would lead 
him to respect more the opinions and the lib 
erties of the people. If anything should befall 
the gallant little army now in Utah, the Presi¬ 
dent ought to have power to send volunteers to 
their aid. The President was responsible for 
their judicious employment, as he was for de¬ 
taining the troops too long in Kansas last sum¬ 
mer. He believed the President had power to 
send troops to the Territories, and hoped that 
this business would strike a fatal blow at the 
heresy of “ squatter sovereignty.” He believed, 
in popular sovereignty, but it was the sove¬ 
reignty of the whole people over their property 
in the Territories. It was cowardly to sur¬ 
render the right and duty of governing the 
Territories into the hands of a few accidental 
squatters; and he was in favor of a law giving 
the Governor and Judges of Utah legislative 

Mr. Quitman called for the previous ques¬ 
tion ; which was seconded, 70 to 48, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. Q, then closed the debate on the bill. 
No man could doubt the necessity of protecting 
the United States civil officers in Utah, and it 
was the duty of the President to station troops 
there for that purpose. There was no design 
of making war upon the Mormons, nor of inter¬ 
fering with their religion; the force was only 
to protect the civil officers in their peaceful er¬ 
rand of enforcing the law. 

He admitted that the troops might properly 
bo withdrawn from Kansas. The mistake of 
the Administration was in giving the civil gov¬ 
ernment of Kansas discretionary power to re¬ 
tain the troops there. That had caused the 
partial failure of the Utah expedition of last 
summer. He thought it was more necessary 
to have a large force in Kansas. The senti 
ment of the country was decidedly adverse to 
a permanent increase of the army, and thai 
was not to be thought of. 

It was their duty to authorize the raising of 
the force, and if the Administration refused to 
employ the troops raised, the responsibility 
would rest there. In less than forty days from 
the passage of his bill, the volunteers would be 


ready to take the field. Five or six regiments 
had already been offered to the President. 

At fifteen minutes before four o’clock, the 
House adjourned. 

Friday, March 19, 1868. 

SENATE. 

Kansas. —Mr. Wilson moved that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the bill for the 
admission of fthe State of Kansas into the 
Union; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Foster, of Connecticut, would inquire, 
first: Is this Constitution the work of the peo¬ 
ple, embodying their will? Second: Will it, 
if Kansas be admitted under it, harmonize with 
the principles on which our Government is 
founded? To both of these inquiries he was 
constrained, after a careful inquiry, to reply in 
the negative. 

Under the first head, he argued to show that 
the Lecompton Constitution had no binding 
obligation on Congress, and recited the various 
evidences which compelled the belief that it. 
was not the work of the peopley.or an expres¬ 
sion of their will. Under the second head,.he 
reviewed that provision of the instrument which 
forbids free negroes to live in the State of Kan¬ 
sas under any circumstances, and cited the 
Missouri controversy as having finally turned 
on precisely this question, which, if important 
in .1820, was equally important now. 

He next considered the excuses by which it 
is sought to justify the pending measure. He 
criticised Mr. Pugh's amendment, which he 
thought involved an unwarrantable attempt on 
the part of Congress to construe the Constitu¬ 
tion of Kansas, and closed by affirming that his 
opposition to the Lecompton Constitution was 
based on considerations which lay outside of 
Slavery, though he deemed it just to say that 
he would never vote to admit a slaveholding 
State lying north of the Missouri compromise 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, in an elaborate argu¬ 
ment, vindicated the-rights of Slavery under 
the Constitution of the United States. This 
he thought especially incumbent on him at a 
time when Alabama, by the unanimous! resolves 
of her Legislature, had taken a definite position 
in case the pending measure should be reject¬ 
ed. He thought it vain to disguise the fact that 
Slavery was the real subject'matter of the pres¬ 
ent controversy. Disorders in Utah and gross 
irregularities in Minnesota disturb-not the na¬ 
tional repose, because Slavery is not implicated 
in them. But informalities in Kansas became 
topics of national debate, because it is sought in j 
their name to compass the defeat of the South. 

He criticised,, in detail, the principles of the 
Republican party, with the view of showing 
tbeir antagonism to the rights guarantied to the l 
South by the Constitution of the United States. J 
He believed that the prevalence of that party 
was fraught with terrible calamities to his sec¬ 
tion—calamities, however, which the South 
would deserve to endure if she did not promptly j 
resent insult and repel aggression. At the risk ] 
of provoking ridicule; he would read the solemn 
resolutions of the Legislature of his State. He 
was not one of those who are addicted to sing¬ 
ing paeans in praise of the Union. His first 
and paramount allegiance waB due to Alabama. 
The Union as conceived by the fathers he re¬ 
vered and loved, bnt union under a violated Con¬ 
stitution he abhorred, and would break if hfe 
power were equal to his will. 

After the Senator had concluded his speech, 
Mr. Bell and Mr. Houston called his attention 
to some remarks which might possibly be con¬ 
strued to reflect upon the course they had pur¬ 
sued in the pending controvery. Mr. Clay dis¬ 
claimed any intention to impeach the motives 
of either, though regretting that their views 
had not been coincident with his own. 

Mr. Durkee, of Wisconsin, said that he in¬ 
tended to make a speech, but, his health being 
poor, he would get his colleague to read it for 
him. He took strong ground against the.Le- 
eompton Constitution, and reiterated the argu¬ 
ments generally urged on that side. Force that 
creature of frauds, forgery, and spurious re¬ 
turns, upon Kansas, he said, and no man can 
foretell the results. In adopting the Lecomp¬ 
ton Constitution, we abandon the ballot-box, 
and resort to the principle of tyrants, that might 
makes right. If the people of the North sub¬ 
mit to such outrages, Mr. Hammond was right 
in saying they were slaves. 

HOUSE. 

The Army Bill.—The Speaker said the busi¬ 
ness first in order was the bill to raise a regi¬ 
ment of mounted volunteers for Texas, and 
to authorize the President to call into the ser¬ 
vice of the United States four additional regi-. 
ments of volunteers, upon which the main ques¬ 
tion had been ordered. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Quitman, of 
Mississippi, providing for surgeons, was agreed 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the 
amendment offered by Mr. Faulkner, of Vir¬ 
ginia, to strike out so much as provides for 
volunteers, and insert instead a provision for 
organizing one regiment of dsagoons and two 
of infautry for the regular service. 

The amendment was rejected—yeas 43, nays 
143. 

The question recurred on the engrossment of 
the bill, and it was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time—yeas 128, nays 74. 

Mr. Quitman then demanded the previous 
question on the passage of the bill, which was 
seconded, and under its operation the bill was 
passed—yeas 124, nays 72. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, moved that when the 
House adjourn, it be to meet on Monday. 

The motion was disagreed to—yeas $7, nays 
125. 

The Deficiency Bill.— The House according, 
ly went into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Bo. 
cock, of Virginia, in the chair,) and took np 
the bill to supply deficiencies in the appropria. 
tions for the service of the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1868. 

Mr. Letcher, of Virginia, explained the sev¬ 
eral items of appropriation in the bill, and 
urged the necessity and propriety of its pas¬ 
sage. 

Mr. Montgomery, of Pennsylvania, said he 
desired to defend the right of th8 white man to 
self-government. The question of the rights 
of the negro had been amply, discussed, but 
never before, had the question of the rights of? 
the white man to govern himself beep brought 
fairly before Congress. Disguise it as Jhey 
might, the question before them was whether 
they should or Bhould not compel the people of 
Kansas to submit bo a Constitution which they 
had repudiated. 

On the authority of Calhoun and Webster he 
defined a Constitution to be a compact, a spe¬ 
cies of contract, and no contract was ever 
binding, after it was framed by agents, until it 
had been approved by their principals. The 
people of Kansas were to contract, each with 
all the others, by their agents assembled:as del¬ 
egates in Convention, and the contract they 
drew up was not binding until ratified by the 
people of Kansas, the contractors themselves. 

Mr. Reagan, of Texas, was Satisfied that 
there had been great irregularities in Kansas, 
but the result of their labors was before them 
in the form of a republican Constitution, and 
he was in favor of its- adoption. There was an 
important issue now tendered to the South. 
The Northern States were actuated by princi¬ 
ples violative of the Constitution, revolutionary 
in their character, and subversive of the equal- 
i ity of the States. 

The issue was raised of “ no more slave 
States; ” and it became Southern gentlemen to 
meet the issue promptly. Northern men only 
represented their constituents in reviling the 
South, and he had no doubt that in I860 the 
Republican party would elect their President. 
He quoted the resolutions of the Texas Legis¬ 
lature, denying that they were defiant; they 
were only precautionary. Kansas was but a 
pretext; whether admitted or rejected, the ele¬ 
ments of Anti-Slavery agitation would remain. 
He had lost all faith in “ finalities.” The 
South was becoming more and more insecure. 
The fugitive slave law was not generally en¬ 
forced. Southern men were excluded with 
their property from the Territories, and the 
doctrine of “ no more slave States” was openly 
avowed. In view of all this, and in the pros¬ 
pect of the snccess of the sectional Republican 
party, he thought the precautionary resolutions 
of Texas were justifiable, and trusted that she 
would not recede from the position she had 

At half past five o’clock the House ad¬ 
journed. 

Saturday, March 20, 1858. 

SENATE,. 

Admission of Kansas.— The Senate resumed 
the consideration of the bill for the admission 
of the State of Kansas into the Union. 

Mr. Foot earnestly protested against the Le¬ 
compton Constitution, the creature, he said, of 
a long series of frauds, outrages, and unmiti¬ 
gated rascality. It was a question rising far 


above party, one in which he was Willing to 
strike hands with conservative, honorable men 
of all parties, both North and South. 

Referring to the Lecompton Constitution, he 
said the Administration was forcing the meas¬ 
ure in defiance of the opinion of the conntry, 
in spite of the warnings of the great body of 
the Democracy of the North, and in a spirit of 
recklessness that must prove fatal to itself. 

He denied that the parties in Kansas were 
sectional, the Free State party containing 
many members from the Sonth, while the Pro- 
Slavery party, he was ashamed to confess, num¬ 
bered many adherents from the North, the 
great Border Ruffian leader himself being from 
Massachusetts. Yes, the very worst class of 
Border Ruffians in Kansas were from the free 
States. 

He was sorry that truth and justice required 
the admission; bnt it was no new thing, for 
Slavery had always done its dirty work through 
Northern men. Of the members of the Free 
State Legislature of Kansas, four were from 
Virginia alone, while only five were from all 
the New England States. This and similar 
facts, he contended, furnished sufficient answer 
to the assertion concerning Northern Abolition 
emigration to Kansas. He fortified this posi¬ 
tion with further illustrations. 

The solemn pledges which at one time in¬ 
spired hope in the breasts of freemen had been 
shamelessly violated by the rekindling of the 
flames of a fiercer Btrife. Mr. Foot then nar¬ 
rated the events in Kansas, including the move¬ 
ment for the formation of the Topeka Constitu¬ 
tion. The men who formed that Constitution, 
he said, were denounced by the President as 
rebels. 

Rebels, are they? It was rebels such as 
these who established our independence. It is 
from the efforts of rebels, such as these, that 
the nations of the Old World are yet to wake 
from their long polar night of despotism. 
These men are rebels, the President tells us, 
while forgers, throwers of spurious ballots, &a., 
are law-and-erder men. 

Mr. Foot next referred to the Lecompton 
Constitution, combatting the President’s argu¬ 
ment as to its legality, and denying that the 
Slavery question had ever been submitted. 

Mr. Simmons desired to show that this diffi¬ 
culty, which had so long absorbed so much of the 
public attention, might have a peaceful solution; 
and, in order to attain that object, we had only 
to do right and act fairly towards all parties. 

The Senators on the other side seemed to 
think that the people have only a right to be 
well governed; they had not yet reached that 
sublimer doctrine which teaches that they have 
a right to govern themselves. 

Mr. Bright addressed the Senate. No 
one questions the fact that the Lecompton 
Constitution is republican in its form, and 
the only objection which is urged against it is 
in reference to the question of Slavery, with 
which we have nothing to do. 

It was sufficient, however, to reply to those 
who object to the provisions of this Constitu¬ 
tion, that the speediest and surest way to settle 
the matter would be to admit Kansas as a 
State, and then leave the people to alter or 
change their Constitution at any time and in 
any mode they please; since they would then 
have sovereign power to adjust their own affairs 
without interference from any quarter. Once 
admitted into the Union, tbe contest would 
lose its national character—a thing to be desired 
by every conservative man and every lover of his 
country. On the other hand, to refuse her ad¬ 
mission under this Constitution, would be to 
set up our will in opposition to theirs—to de¬ 
clare, that unless they make a. Constitution, 
not to suit themselves, but to suit Congress, they 
shall not be admitted. Would that be to admit 
Kansas on an equal footing with the original 
States ? Would it not rather be to affix a brand 
of inferiority on that young State ? Would it 
not be intervention of the most offensive 
character ? 

Mr. Toombs suggested that as ths Senate was 
pretty full, [laughter,] they had better take a 
vote at once on the interesting question before 

them. He presumed that almost all who desired 
to speak on the subject had had an opportunity 
to do so, and some had spoken two or three 
times. According to the original idea, it was 
gunday as soon as the sun went down on Sat¬ 
urday night, and he, for one, had conscientious 
scruples against staying. here. [Renewed 
laughter.] He hoped, therefore, that he should 
be backed up by gentlemen from the land of 
steady habits. We ought not to be here. Let us, 

then, take a vote at once, go home and go to 
sleep, and get np to-morrow morning and go to 
church, and trust in Providence to make all 
these things come out right in Kansas. 

Mr. Brown complained that, in a former 
speech of Mr. Wilson, garbled quotations had 
beep made from a speech which he (Mr. B ) 
delivered in 1850, to showthat he was a disunion- 
ist. This did him injustice, and he disclaimed 
such sentiments. 

Mr. Wilson thought the extracts, which were 
all from different parts of the speech, did not 
misrepresent the Senator’s meaning. 

Mr. Wils'on addressed the Senate at some 
length in reference to Kansas matters generally, 
and the speech of Mr. Hammond in particular. 
He thought that speech contained nothing new, 
for the same doctrines had been advanced 
many years ago by Calhoun, McDuffie, and 
other eminent South Carolina statesmen. That 
State had always taken the lead in efforts to 
extend and perpetuate Slavery. Ab Mr. Ham¬ 
mond had compared the relative stength of the 
North and the South, Mr. W. cited various 
authorities to show how Freedom had worked 
in one section of the Union, and how Slavery 
had worked in the other. He said that two 
hundred years ago the soil of Virginia was' 
rich and fertile, and New England barren and 
sterile. At the present day, most of the soil of 
Virginia has been exhausted, while the farms 
of New England are fruitful and productive. 
Mr. W. continued his remarks until nearly 10 
o’clock, P. M. 

Mr. Stuart obtained the floor, and, on motion 
by Mr. Green, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o’clock on Monday morning, when the Kansas 
bill comes np as the special order. 

HOUSE. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bocock, of Vir¬ 
ginia, in the chair,) and resumed the considera¬ 
tion of the bill to supply deficiencies in the ap¬ 
propriations for the service of the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1858. 

Mr. Farnsworth, of Illinois, opposed the ex¬ 
tension of Slavery by the admission of Kansas 
.under the Lecompton Constitution, because it 
Was contrary to the genius of our institutions 
as exhibited in the history of our Government. 
Mr. F. occupied his full time in reading his 
speech, covering the entire ground heretofore 
held by his Republican coadjutors. They would 
not admit Kansas into the Union, if they de¬ 
stroyed a hundred Unions. They were not all 
scared about a dissolution of tbe Union, and 
wished to test its strength. In the South they 
raised hemp, an excellent article, and there 
was a theory that every locality raised a veg¬ 
etable panacea for its diseases. 

Mr. Maynard, of Tennessee, intended to have 
cast his vote, and leave it on the record to vin¬ 
dicate itself, but reasons of a personal nature 
induced him to state the reasons by which and 
the principles upon which he should vote, for 
the admission of Kansas under the Lecompton 
Constitution; and it might be well enough to 
state that, after a discussion of three months, 
he had seen and heard no sufficient reason why 
he should not thus vote. 

Mr. Waldron, of Michigan, read a long speech 
in opposition to the admission of Kansas under 
the Lecompton Constitution, and in opposition 
to the extension of Slavery. In the formation 
of the Constitution, there had been a shameless 
disregard of appearances and a violation of 
popular rights, followed up by a perversion of 
facts and a subversion of the truth. He con¬ 
tended that it was not expressive of the senti¬ 
ments of the people, was nursed in fraud and 
violative of justice and good faith. It made 
Slavery perpetual, and there was no mode by 
which the people could free themselves. 

Mr. Barksdale, of Mississippi, said that on 
the 3d of February the President had trans 
mitted to Congress the Constitution formed by 
Kansas, with her application for admission, and 
a message marked by extraordinary ability, 
urging her admission. In alluding to the pas¬ 
sage of the Kanaas-Nebraska act and the or¬ 
ganization of the Territory, he said that before 
that bill passed, after it became evident that it 
would pass, an organization was gotten up in 
the State of Massachusetts, with a capital 
-amounting to $3,000,000, for the purpose of 
sending emigrants into that Territory, with a 
view of shaping its institutions and defeating 
the objects of the bill. 

Mr. Dawes, of Massachusetts, denied that 
there were such societies in Massachusetts. 

Mr. Barksdale desired to ask the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Colfax,] if all the people of 


Kansas desired admission with a Pro-Slavery 
Constitution, whether he would vote for her ad¬ 
mission ? 

Mr._ Colfax said he intended to answer every 
point if he obtained the floor, 

Mr. Barksdale replied, that he did not know 
that he would be here, and would like to have 


Mr. Giddings said he would never vote to 
make Ohio associate with another slave State. 

Mr. Barksdale inquired if that was the senti¬ 
ment of his party. 

Mr. Giddings replied, that he spoke for the 
humane and Christian part of mankind general¬ 
ly. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Barksdale. The Black Republican man¬ 
kind. I have no doubt you do. The true ground 
of opposition was that the Constitution tolerated 
Slavery. 

Mr. Stanton, of Ohio, said, so far as he knew, 
no Republican member would vote for the ad¬ 
mission of a slave State north of 36° 30'. 

Mr. Keitt. Will they vote for a slave State 
south of it? 

Mr. Stanton. A good many pf them will. 

Mr. Colfax, in reply to the question of Mr. 
Barksdale, said he would not vote for the admis¬ 
sion of Kansas, if all her people desired it. 
When the Missouri Compromise was repealed, 
he declared then, and he should maintain it 
now, that by no vote of his would he sanction 
the result sought to be carried out by that repeal. 
He then read a speech to show that the Consti- 
was not republican in its form, and did not speak 
the will of the people of Kansas. 

Mr. Adrain, of New Jersey, said he should 
vote against the Lecompton Constitution be¬ 
cause it did not express the will of the people. 
If he. did not do so, he could not return to his 
constituents, for he had advocated the doctrine 
of submission before them at the recent election. 
He Bhould be a degenerate son of a revolution- 
W w|fr, if he should vote to deprive the peo¬ 
ple of Kansas of the same rights for which the 
revolutionary fathers had fought and bled. 

Mr. Searing, of New York reviewed the po¬ 
sition of Kansas prior and up to the time she 
became a Territory, and then speaking of the 
Lecompton Constitution, saw no other way of 
action but to admit Kansas under it, and enrol 
her as a State. If they could dictate how the 
people should form their Constitution, they 
could dictate what the provisions of that Con¬ 
stitution should be. 

Mr. Wright, of Tennessee, replied to the re¬ 
mark of Mr. English, who said that of the Dem¬ 
ocrats from the Northern States who voted for 
the Kanaas-Nebraska bill* but three remained ! 
here as members of Congress. That was butI 
one side of the picture, and he desired to call 
attention to the other side. Where were all 1 
those Democrats from the Northern States who 
voted against that measure of justice? It was 
true that many of them were returned, and 
some of them were members to-day, but his 
friend knew that most, if not all of them, had 
gone into the ranks of the Black Republican 
party, and were to-day helping to swell the num 
her of those making an unnecessary war upon 
the constitutional rights of one portion of the 
Confederacy. 

Mr. Morse, of New York, read a long speech 
m opposition to the admission of Kansas under 
the Lecompton Constitution. He contended 
that the purpose of the emigrants to Kansas 
was not to rescue it from the South, but to save 
it for mankind. 

Mr. Smith, of .Illinois, earnestly protested 
against the attempt to set up the issue that 
Slavery or Anti-Slavery was the question. The 
only question which they wished to determine 
was, whether the Lecompton Constitution ex¬ 
pressed the views and wishes of the majority of 
the bona fide settlers of Kansas. That was the 
only question upon which the late Presidential 
election turned—the right of the people to de¬ 
termine their own institutions, unbiased and 
unaided. The Lecompton Constitution was not 
only obnoxious to the people of Kansas, but to 
the people of the whole country. To show this, 
he would quote from some of the prominent 
public journals, North and South, and from 
some of the prominent Democratic statesmen, 
whose eminent public services had proved for 
them the admiration and confidence of the 
Union. 

Mr. Garnett, of Virginia, obtained the floor; 
and it being a quarter past 9 o’clock, P. M., and 
but twenty-five members present, gave way to a 
motion that the Committee rise; which nJbtihn 
prevailed. 

The Committee then rose, and the House ad¬ 
journed till Monday next. 

Monday, March 22, 1858. 

SENATE. 

Mr. Stuart, of Michigan, reaffirmed his oppo¬ 
sition to the admission of Kansas under the 
Lecompton Constitution—an opposition which 
he based feingly and solely on the fact that that 
instrument was a trick and a fraud practiced 
upon the people of the Territory. The question 
of Slavery formed no element whatever in de¬ 
termining his decision. 

Mr. S. then reviewed the recent course of po¬ 
litical events in Kansas, and defended the le¬ 
gality of the election held on the 4th of Janu¬ 
ary, under authority of the Territorial Legisla¬ 
ture, submitting the whole Constitution to a 
popular vote. To the declaration of the Pres- 
blent, that Kansas i3 now “as mnch a slave 
State as South Carolina and Georgia,” he re¬ 
plied by adducing the fact that it was now gov¬ 
erned; by Territorial laws, and presided over 
by officials who held their appointment from 
the Federal Government. Are these the marks 
of a State ? 

The speaker then adverted to the conduct of 
John Calhoun, the President of the Lecompton 
Convention, who, as Acting Governor Denver 
states under oath, had said that he intended to 
canvass votes and count returns of the late 
elections up to the day that Congress shall 
have finally disposed of the pending question, 
and that, too, in the face of the Lecompton 
Constitution itself, which, by its schedule, or¬ 
dains that all returns shall be made within 
eight days after the election. How had this 
man executed his trust ? In a way which not 
only inspired suspicion, but compelled con¬ 
tempt by its transparent baseness. He had 
never believed that this gigantic frand coaid be 
successfully carried out, and- he now rejoiced 
to know that the defeat of the Lecompton Con¬ 
stitution was assured. 

Mr. Bayard, of Delaware, feeling it his duty 
to assign the reasons which would control his 
vote, proceeded to argue in favor of admitting 
Kansas into the Union under the Lecompton 
Constitution. 

In regard to the question of submitting Con¬ 
stitutions to a popular vote, he approved the 
wisdom .and policy of the general principle. 
But, as the people cannot vote on every provis¬ 
ion of a Constitution in detail, he held it wise 
in the present case to submit the single ques¬ 
tion in controversy—the question of Slavery. 
And this Constitution, even as adopted, merely 
tolerates (not establishes) Slavery—leaving it 
in the power of the Legislature to abolish the 
institution at will, on compensation paid to the 
present owners. 

Mr. Bayard next criticised at great length 
the Topeka Constitution, with the view of show¬ 
ing that it was revolutionary or rebellions in 
its origin and purport. Examining the effect 
of the vote taken on the Constitution by au¬ 
thority of the Legislature, he held it null and 
void in point of law; and its effect, moreover, 
was rebutted by the fact that on the same day, 
in the'election for State officers, twelve thou¬ 
sand votes were cast which recognised the Le¬ 
compton instrument—being two thousand mors 
than purport to have been thrown against it. 

The instant admission of Kansas would lo¬ 
calize the agitation of Slavery, while her rejec 
tion would create the impression in the South¬ 
ern States—an impression, however, in which 
he did not share^-that she was rejected simply 
because her Constitution tolerated Slavery, and 
because a dominant majority in Congress was 
already pledged to resist the future admission 
of any more slave States. 


Lecompton Constitution. 

Referring to the passage of the Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill, he argued to show that it was a 
measure which could not but enure to the 
benefit of the free States—opening as it did all 
the Territories of the Union to the competition 
of Freedom and Slavery, a competition which 
the latter was unequal to wage. In reply to 
Mr. Hammond, he asserted that Gold, not Cot¬ 
ton, was King, and that California produced 
the former to an amount sufficient to bny half 
the whole crop of the latter. He hoped the 
time would soon come when such speeches as 
those of Mr. Hammond, in disparagement of 
the laboring classes, would rouse the working 
men of the whole country, not excepting South 
Carolina, to a sense of their rights and dignity. 

In discussing the pending bill; he character¬ 


ized the Lecompton Constitution's the result tained, as there has been no minute or critical 
of trickery and fraud. He held the President examination made of them, 
responsible for the mischiefs which might ac- Let us, in our imagination, take a view of 
crue trom this measure; and, as to reading him this place twenty-five years hence The great 
and his coadjutors out of the Democratic party, Central Pacific Railroad, cutting through the 
it yet. remained to be Been whether the Admin- Rocky Mountains at the South Pass and con- 
xstration would not sooner find itself in that meeting the Pacific coast with the Atlantic 

predicament. shores, will stretch itself beside these springs— 

At this stage of the discussion, the Senate a great city will surround them, teeming with 
took a recess till seven o’clock, at which hour inhabitants and visiters from every part of the 
it was announced that Mr. Douglas would have civilized world. It will be the watering place 
the floor. On repairing to the Capitol at the of America, and perhaps of Christendom! What 
appointed hour, we found so dense a crowd fashionable resort in the States can boast the 
thronging all the avenues and galleries leading numbers or the variety of these springs, or the 
to the Senate Chamber, that it was impossible quantity of water discharged by them ? What 
to procure entrance, and for thss reason we are is the Harrodsburgh or Saratoga Springs when 
unable to present our usual synopsis of the compared with the Soda Springs of Bear River 
speeches made or proceedings had during the valley, in Utah Territory 1 Again, the magnifi- 
evemng session. _ cent mountain scenery surrounding this highly 

, ” 0USE - . interesting spot, in connection with the pure air 

Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, introduced a reso- and healthful breezes that ever fan those roman- 
lution that John W. Wolcott, the refractory tic regions, all conspire to make it a place of 
witness m the matter of Lawrence, Stone, & immense interest. 

Co., be released, and turned over for trial to the The Government ought to make a reserve of 
authorities of this District; which, after some twenty miles square, including those treas- 
discussion, and the rejection of substitutes, was ures of health and wealth, as they are of too 
adopted—yeas 1124, nays 67. ranch public or general importance to fall into 

iur. Seward, of Georgia, from the select com- the hands of any one man, or company of speo- 
mittee appointed on that subject, reported ulators. This place will soon be seized upon 
against further action m the case of O. B. Mat- by some person or persons, who will attempt to 
teson, ot New York. Mr. Curtis, of Iowa, turn it to private instead of to public benefit. 


WASHINGTON, D, C. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 1858. 

Mr. Wheeler is the accredited agent for 


against further action m the case of O. B. Mat- by some person or persons, who will attempt to 
teson, ot New York. Mr. Curtis, of Iowa, turn it to private instead of to public benefit 
made a minority report, and the subject was James H. D. Hendebson. 

postponed until Saturday. ==-i— 

The House then went into Committee on the 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

States—Minnesota, Oregon, and Kansas—were -~ L ~ ■ ■ 1 

now seeking admission into the Union. Not a THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 1858. 
word of objection was heard against any but =————-3 

Kansas, and it was clear that the only real ob rses- m. wu a i„ • ., ... , . . 

jection to that was that its Constitution recog- n '^accredited agent fo r 

nised Slavery. No human power could take tbe Era > m Cincinnati, Ohio. 

from the owners of slaves now in Kansas the _ __ „ -*- 

right to their property. Slavery was not local. THE EEA E0TTE MONTHS FOB FIFTY CENTS. 
The right of the African to his freedom de- 1,, , 

pended entirely upon local law. His natural n0 ‘ heretofore encouraged subscrip, 

condition was, and always had been, that of tl0us t0 th ® f ra for less than a year, but the 
servitude. The lighter-colored race always state of political affairs, which for the next few 
subjected the darker. Northern Democrats months promises to be of peculiar interest to 
were afraid of Anti-Slavery sentiment at home, every friend of Freedom, and the hope of 
and their opposition arose from that fear, rather „ _ i # ,, r, ■ . , „ , 

than from any regard for popular sovereignty. gr8atly enlar g' Bg tbe Era s circle of readers, 
The issue really was, whether another slave tila t the people may be prepared to vote under¬ 
state should ever be admitted; and upon that standingly at the approaching fall elections for 
issue hung the most momentous consequences, the men who are/to represent them in the next 

gr* 1 —-- 

were attached to the Union, but they would ‘ o lowmg tems : 

not submit.to dishonor and degradation. Ten copies jor four months, beginning March 

Mr. Bishop, of Connecticut, charged the anti- 1 -five rlr.llnr, 

Lecompton Democrats with being actuated by rr ’ / . l « advance. 

fears of their constituents, and thanked God I his will afford an opportunity to our friends 

that there were Northern Democrats who could to give the Era a wide circulation, and also 
do their duty without fear pf political graves or enable those subscribers who have been com- 
racy^of Tlrnofo 0 ^«kcLj >P ^l£^ £ges P ® lle J t0 di8C “‘ inuB their subscriptions- on ac- 
against the Democracy of Connecticut, at least 00unt ot the hard times,” to continue at a 
till Illinois had paid the interest of the debt she small advance of money, 
owed to Connecticut. [Renewed applause, in We accompany this offer with the expression 
which the spectators in the gallery participa- 0 f onr earnest hope that, where it is practice- 

Kansas would be a slave State only for a brief We ’ SubsCripfcions wiU be 8ent in for a J ear - 

period. The law of nature—of climate, produc- — A f ,V _ 

tion, and soil—would forbid it. The South TUESDAY IN CONGRESS. 

N °,- t c l U n In the Senate > Mr - of Missouri, made 

stance, it the South was satisfied with the shell, „ ■ t ... r . ,... 

the North ought to be satisfied with the oyster: a T ec f m / avor °/, the Lecompton bill. Mr. 
He held that the Legislature of Kansas could Crittenden followed in reply to Mr. Green, 
by law, without any alteration of the Constitu- In the House, Mr. Kellogg, of Illinois, con- 
tion, utterly abolish Slavery within six weeks eluded an able speech against the Kansas bill, 

Territory, and then prohibiting the introduction “ 0 8 , e of the Union. Mr. Singleton, of Mis- 
of others. sissippi, followed, upon the other side of the 

Mr. Pottle, of New York, spoke in opposition question; when he was through, Mr. Howard, 
lL t »tif- 00mP r°!i, GO a T titUtiOn - tt0Ught of Michigan, obtained the floor, and made a 

rejection of Kansas. It was the old struggle ton blU ’ Mr ‘ Bennett, of Kentucky, then ar- 
between Freedom and Slavery, between liberty gued for an hour in favor of the passage of the 
and despotism, which had been going on from bill, 
the earliest history. If the Union were dissolved . . 

to-day, it would go on and wax fiercer. It was TIME FOB ACTION APPBOACHING, 

for the South to say whether the struggle should ., , , ~ ' 

go on peacefully or otherwise. He would op- A, an early hour Monday evening, the gal- 
pose Slavery as a political and moral evil when- *®ries and Senate ehamberand all the avenues 
ever he had a right, but would not assail one leading to them were crowded to overflowing 
constitutional right or guarantee which.State with persons anxious to hear the speech of Mr. 
sovereignty threw around that institution. TVm«.ioa ^ a l . , , 

Mr. Morris, of lllinois, replied to some of the 6 °° r 8 ‘ 8eVe “ ° Cl ° C ' k - 

remarks of Mr. Bishop, of Connecticut, denounc- Un blB appearance, a short time before the 
ing the insinuation that Illinois had been nn- opening of the session, he was greeted with 
faithful to her pecuniary obligations as a base loud applause. He had been suffering from 
™ n -I 8 h&d be f.f- faitbfal ‘o every ob- sickness, and some doubted whether he would 

te’srzrriS-S'tei; tr.—* ?r - -p-. 

could the gentleman say as mnch of Con- but be occu P ied tb « floor from seven to eleven, 
necticut? The support of Democratic men and speaking with great energy and effect. He 
measures was like angel’s visits. He referred reviewed and vindicated his course; denounced 
•° ‘ be Hartford Convention and other matters the action of the Administration and its sup- 
in the history of Connecticut, which found no ■ . , v 

parallel in the history of his own State. He P °! te f 8 m KaMa8 > aa preventing the operation 
reviewed Mr. Bishop’s argument in favor of Le- and tb warting the purpose of the Kansas-Ne- 
compton, saying that he had effectually demol- braska act; announced that he had no con- 
ished the Dred Scott decision, and that South- cessions, no explanations, no qualifications to 

Mr. Abbott, of Maine, denounced the Presi- ‘, Under the Lonstitution, and in virtue of it, 
dent’s Lecompton message, the multiplicity of 8Iaver y goes wherever that goes; and rebuked 
its falsehoods, and its wanton perversions of the proscriptive course of the President and his 
history. He believed that no Government conld organs. 

*•»* -a. ..,-1. „.d 

lead to revolution; but nevertheless he pre- 86 y ent y> charging insincerity and hypocrisy 
dieted that John Calhoun would declare a Pro- generally upon the opponents of Lecompton. 
Slavery Legislature elected, which would aa- Mr. Stuart, of Michigan, said Buch language 

r£iT 8 sr«Sf^ “ d • 1 “‘ him “ r ;°“r bu * 

Mr. Kellogg, of Illinois, spoke in opposition Mr> ioomba told hlm tbafc be m 'g h t go home 
to the admissjon of Kansas, and had not finished and sleep upon it, and if he had anything fur- 
when the Committee rose. ther to say, he should be happy to hear from 

And, at half past six o’clock, the House ad- him. 

journed. --- 1 , It is supposed that the bill-will pass the Sen- 

For the National Era. ate by a majority of four or five votes. 

THE SODA SPRINGS, UTAH TERRITORY. As to its fate in the House, it is impossible 
As the traveller des^ds the- valley of Bear f predi .°‘ anytbing f tb certaia **- ETei T ef - 
river, which at this point is some three or f ° rt ^' 11 be made to ha sten action upon it, but 
four miles wide, he sees, at the distance of a the °PP 08ltl0n wlli be 3trong enou g b > ™ sup- 
mile or two ahead, two white or ash-colored T* 8 ’ ‘° pr6vent a 8nr P r 1 ise - 8ome members 

mounds, perhaps 25 or 30 feetin height, by one ^ h “ dIy “ j ade “ P tbeir mmds W tbe y 

hundred feet in diameter at the base. From 8ha11 vote - and 8 ° locg aa they continue in 
the top of these mounds issue the celebrated ^spense, the pro phets migh t as well be silent. 

“ Soda Springs.” The mounds have unques- MOVEMENTS IN RELATION TO THE SLAVE 
tionably been formed by the action of the water, TBADE. 

which escapes from the surface with a Hissing - 

noise, reminding one of the hissing from the The announcement by the New Orleans Delta, 
boilers of a steamboat. Immediately around T® tim ® 8inC ®’ * at tbe slave trade bfld been 
the orifice from which the water issues, is form- rev ' ved b y a P ort '°n of the South, and that a 
ed a rim, or basin, rising some eighteen inches ° arg ? i ° f 8 ? a !® 8 . fr0m Africa bad been landed 


> feet in height, and about the 


1 the Mississippi, seemed incredible. The 


diameter, looking something like a flour bar- Eeita is a disunion paper, hates the Fi 


rel in the distance. 

The water is slightly warm, and strongly im¬ 
pregnated with mineral substances—so much so, 
that it is said to effervesce when mingled with 
acid. The streams are strong—running down 
in bold, clear rivulets. In the immediate vicin- 


StatCB, and takes every opportunity to insult; 
so that we regarded its strange report as a 
mere bravado, Intended to shock the sensibili¬ 
ties of the North. Still; it would be well for the 
Government to look into the matter; for ther# 
is no extremity to which the Disunion Party in 


ity of these, are many more springs,-of almost th ® S ° uth “ n0t willing t0 g0 > for the P ur P 08e of 
every variety of taste and type of mineral snb- P rOTokiD S a conflict witb tbe fr0 e States. With 
stances, and of greater or less magnitude in tbis V16W ’ we 8U PP 08e > tbe P olic y of importing 
the quantity of water discharged. negroes from the coast of Africa, to serve as 

Advancing on the emigrant road, at the dis- a PP renticea for fifte e" years, has recently been 
tance of three-fourths of a mile, the traveller introduced into the Louisiana Legislature. It 
crosses a clear, bold mountain stream of fresh cannot be that the ma j olit y of the people of 
water, perhaps five feet wide and six inches tbat State favor the increa8e of a free colored 
deep. After crossing this, numerous mineral P°P Qlation: their P olic y 5s t0 check its growth, 
springs are passed, both on the right and the left. and drive out emancipated slaves. And yet a 
A half mile further on, at the distance of two biU aphorizing the importation of 2,500 Afri- 
hundred yards to the left of the road, on the can negroee ’ t0 be iDdentured for a term not 
bank of the Bear river, is the noted “ Steam- le8B tban fifteen years > paased 0Ee branch of 
boat Spring,” so called from the noise it pro- tbe Legislature on the 4th of March, and may 
duces. The water is thrown from the surface y0t pa8S tb ° otber 1 ' 8 eas y to see tba t this 

of a flat-topped rock into the air some three feet, scheme of indenture is a mere pretence. Pa- 
The jet is of the thickness of a man’s arm, or gan "egroes, brutal and ignorant, are to be 
some three inches in diameter. The water is br °ught from Africa by force, and when once 
mineral, and of the the temperature of about Eent to tbe P 1antat i° na of Louisiana, and placed 
one hundred degrees. The roaring noise of this under the overseer, they will be slaves forever, 
spring can be easily heard one-fourth of a mile. It is only a sneaking way of perpetrating an 
At a distance of seven pr eight miles from this, infamous crime. 

the Oregon 8 oad™(the" s'alt Lakeland Clafifornfo Tbe ^ e, ° Orleans Picayune appears to be 
route having diverged to the left,) is situated siartled tbe movement, and remarks that “if 
what is called the u Beer Spring.” A basin or it had been supposed that there was any dan- 
inernstation is formed around this spring, large ger of the State embarking in a scheme to 

(if I may call it water.) It has the acid, the mg lnto Louisiana gangs of pagan laborers, 
sweet, the soda, and perhaps many other sub- f resb from the bloody and barbaric wars of the 
stances, making a world’s wonder, as it prob- African coast, there would have gone up from 
“Wy^ 11 be > 80me day > a world's watering- this city a protest speaking the utter repug- 

P “/think it probable that there is not sneh an- na “ 0e of ‘ b « population.” 

other cluster of springs in America, and per- ? he Disumonists, we presume, have the con- 
haps not in the world. And yet, the number and trol of the Legislature, and this accounts for 
variety of these Springs has never been ascer- the introduction of the criminal policy. 


CHRISTIANITY—GOVERNMENTS. 

A writer in the Westminster Review discourses 
as follows on the Christianity exhibited in the 
prevailing religions of the world: 

“ A distinguished foreigner, in his own con¬ 
sciousness a true Christian, whose name we 
could not properly here bring forward, on a re¬ 
cent day said, in a select circle : ‘ I begin to 
doubt whether Christianity has a future in the 
world.’ ‘ Why so ? ’ asked one present, in sur¬ 
prise at such an augury from such a quarter. 
‘ Because,’ ha replied, ‘ neither in India, nor in 
America, nor anywhere at all in Europe, does 
any of the Governments called ‘ Christian’—I 
do not say, do what is right—but even affect 
and pretend to take the right, as understood 
and discerned by itself, as the law of action. 
Whatever it was once, Christianity is nowin all 
the great concerns of nations a mere ecelesi- 
asticism, powerful for mischief, but helpless 
and useless for good. Therefore, I begin to 
doubt whether it has a future; for if it cannot 
become anything better than it is, it has no 
right to a future in God’s world.’” 

Enthusiastic reformers are apt to become 
impatient at slow processes. They cannot 
await the gradual correction of evil through 
the almost imperceptible growth of a sound 
public opinion. They forget that progress is 
tedious and difficult, not because the agencies 
of reform are imperfect, but because the sub¬ 
jects of reform are impracticable. Truth i3 
powerful, but error is stubborn. Christianity, 
the highest and most authoritative form of 
Truth, cannot operate on man, as wind upon 
water, or steam upon a locomotive. The in¬ 
animate mass yields to the force applied to it, 
and moves as directed. Man, as a free agent, 
may resist all moral appliances, continue ig¬ 
norant, amidst light; brutal, amidst all the hu¬ 
manities of life. Truth has no absolute power 
over him—he is Bot a machine. The Arts and 
Sciences exert a humanizing and elevating in¬ 
fluence on mankind; the education of the 
masses promotes their comfort, their well doing 
and well-being. Shall we dispense with these 
agents, because human nature still remains 
perverse, human institutions are imperfect, 
human Governments too often regardless of 
tbe law of right? Shall we say that they “ have 
have no future,” that they have “no right to a 
future in God’s world,” because they are no 
better than they are,.'because they are not so 
fruitful of good as we could wish them to be? 

Christianity is belief in God, and in Jeans 
whom He has sent, and conformity in heart 
and life to the prfeeepts of Jesus. If its reform¬ 
atory efforts have not been felt in all the world, 
it is because it has not been proclaimed in all 
the world—and whose fault is that? If its re¬ 
formatory influence, where it has been pro¬ 
claimed, is limited, whose the fault ? Is Truth 
to be blamed because men disbelieve it, or re¬ 
fuse to conform their action to it ? Yon might 
as well blame God for having so constituted 
man that he can resist the Truth. That is a 
strange philosophy which declares that a pure 
system of faith and practice has “ no right to a 
future in God’s world,” because all men will not 
embrace it and live up to it. The “ distin¬ 
guished foreigner” quoted by the Review, 
would have Christianity substituted by some 
agency, which, actiDg by an irresistible power, 
would compel individuals and governments to 
think and feel and act precisely in obedience to 
its mandates. Had God intended to govern the 
world in this way, He would not have made 
man a free agent—in other words, He would 
have created no being in the image of Him¬ 
self. 

It is not worth while to grow impatient, to ex¬ 
aggerate the prevalence of evil, or depreciatethe 
working of good. Of nearly six thousand years, 
during which, according to the popular idea, 
the human race has occupied the earth, Chris¬ 
tianity has been operating for a less period than 
two thousand, and, so tar aa we can see, is des¬ 
tined to operate for an indefinite period to come. 
He must have read History to little purpose 
who denies or questions the incalculable prog¬ 
ress thus far of mankind under its influence—• 
the elevation of the masses, the disappearance 
of barbarous customs, the increase of comfort, 
intelligence, refinement, the growth of humane 
sentiments, the establishment of Justice as the 
foundation of International Law, the develop¬ 
ment and recognition of Human Brotherhood 
as the characteristic Element of Modern Civili- 

We can detect no indications of waning 
strength in this great agency. All other forms 
of religion are becoming lifeless, powerless' for 
proselytism, or dying out in atheism. Christi¬ 
anity alone has life and aggressive energy. The 
nations which recognise it rule the world, and 
are marching on to possess it. The civilization 
to which it has given birth and form is irresist¬ 
ible, and its domination in every part of the 
earth is only a question of time. Governments 
acknowledge its maxims, and act upon them, 
just so far as their subjects are christianized, 
and can make their opinions felt in the councils 
of State. So far from the proposition being 
true that they not only do not do what is 
right, but do not “ even affect and pretend to 
take the right, as understood and discerned by 
themselves as the law of action,” the reverse is 
true. The Governments of Christendom, under 
the influence to a greater or less extent of Pub¬ 
lic Sentiment, often do Right, prefer to do 
Right, other things being equal; and rarely, if 
ever, engage in any action which they will ad¬ 
mit to be wrong. In fact, the first effort of a 
responsible, respectable Government is, to prove 
that its policy is right —it claims “ to take the 
Right, as understood and discerned by itself, 
as the law of action.” In all controversies be¬ 
tween Christian Governments, their appeal is to 
International Law, the basis of which is the 
Law of Right, or the Principle, “Whatsoever 
ye would that men shonld do you, do likewise 
to them.” In ancient wars, private property 
was despoiled, and the vanquished were en¬ 
slaved by the conquerors. In modern, private 
property is respected, and tbe conqueror who 
would dare to drag into captivity the People of 
the vanquished nation, would be deemed a 
malefactor under the law of nations. 

Modern nations have united to put down the 
African slave trade, on the grouud that it is a 
wrong and an outrage. The English, French, 
Dutch, Danish, and South American Govern¬ 
ments, have suppressed Slavery, because their 
People believe it a violation of Right and sound 
policy: they have taken taken the Right as 
the law of their action. The same Idea is mov¬ 
ing the Russian Government against Serfdom. 
France and England united against Russia, 
resting their declaration of war on the assump¬ 
tion that it was right to protect the sovereignty 
of Turkey, and the independence of Western 
Europe against overgrown ambitioD. In fact, 
whenever one Government comes into collision 
with another, the effort of each is, first to prove 
itself right, and its antagonist wrong. Each 
professes “to take the Right, as understood and 
discerned by itself, as the law of its action.” A 
Government that should do otherwise, would be 
looked npon with suspicion as atheistical and 
dangerous. You may say that the profession is 
hollow—but the assumption of the “distin¬ 
guished foreigner ” is, that even the profession 
is not set up—an assumption notoriously ground¬ 
less. Whatever the inconsistencies and hypoc¬ 
risies of Christian Governments, they pay so 
much homage to Christianity, as to profess, and 
labor to prove, when questioned, that their ac¬ 
tion is regulated by the law of Right. “ The 
distinguished foreigner” mnst have been think¬ 
ing of the middle or dark ages. Then it was, 
that Christianity came nearest to being a 
“ mere eoolesiasticism,” and, while seeming, by 
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the pious cant of Governments, to have most to 
do with the great concerns of nations, had far 
less to with them than it has now, when the 
phraseology of the ecclesiastic is excluded from 
the language of the statesman, who is constrain¬ 
ed to look more to the moral character of his 
acts, than to the devout form of his expressions. 
Not now, through church organizations, through 
the force of “ ecclesiasticiam,” so much as 
through the moral sentiment of the People, does 
Christianity influence the action of Government. 
The Christianity of the People is something 
higher and more potent than ecclesiasticiam or 
ecclesiastical organizations. 


infatuation which could drive them to support 
an Administration to which they are hostile, in 
its efforts to pass a measure, which they ad¬ 
mit has been marked from beginning to end by 
fraud, looking to the admission of a State 
Which, it is conceded, must be free, and has 
already, according to the manifesto of John 
Calhoun, a Free State Legislature. 


struggle, and of damage, in any event, fo the. passing on to Hispaniola, relates the rebellion assertion is founded on the views of distinguish- The report of the select committee of the back to the committee, under a common rule, OBITUARY. 

Administration, the Democratic party, and the and subiireation of the Indians, and oonsiders ed members of Congress; andlit is sustained House in the ease of Matteson is prepared. “ that all resolutions, &e., should bo sent to the D . .. -- 

harmony of the Union.” the snb' Jt of the Fmcom.ie.ndas which were by natural probabilities. Mr. Buchanan may The majority think the House has no jUrisdic- committee without debate.” The President Bom into spint hfe on the 11th of March, 

- ttle snbject ot the Jincomiendas, which e e be eai( j to bathe only Democratic leader and tion to punish a member for anything known made a speech about this point in which he 1858 > IsAA0 Peirce, of Darron street, near 

The correspondent of Colonel Forney’s JVess royal grants to persons for services to receive statesman who could secure in the contest a to his constituents at the time of his election, denounced the motion to reaffirm’the Philadel- Hudson, Summit county, in the 7Oik year of his 


says, in reference to the vote of certain mem- and enjoy the tributes of the Indians who preponderance of Northern Democratic vo 
bers on Harris’s appeal, that they voted to sus- should be assigned to them, with the charge of j ■ only f^didate whom the South 

tain the Speaker, but will vote finally against providing for the good of those Indians in spir- the 

Lecompton. Nous verrms itual and temporal matters, and of inhabiting The President s conduct m pressing the 

H ' ... - ’ , comnton Constitution noon Congress mav t 


THE STATE LEGISLATURE OF KANSAS. 


STATE OF THINGS IN CONGRESS. 


With a large .Democratic majority in each 
House of Congress, the Administration can 
boast of little efficient support. In the ease of 
Commodore Paulding, it would have scarcely 
been sustained but for the co-operation of the 
Republicans. Its policy in relation to a per¬ 
manent increase of the army utterly failed in 
the Senate, and last week was voted down in 
the House, Mr. Faulkner’s amendments, em¬ 
bodying the views of the Cabinet, receiving 
only forty-seven out of two hundred and thirty- 
four votes. Its great measure, the admission 
of Kansas under the Lecompton Constitution, 
struggles against an opposition for which it 
was unprepared. Four months have gone by 
Bince the opening of the Bession, and last 
Tuesday, for the first time, the Senate began 
to vote upon the question. 

The debate on the subject has been marked 
by great ability and spirit, especially on the 
part of the Opposition, who have rested their J 
case on Jnstice and the fundamental Principles 
of Republican institutions, while the Adminis- I 
tration Senators have relied chiefly upon tech¬ 
nicalities and special pleading. The efforts 
that attracted most attention last week were 
those of Mr. Crittenden of Kentucky and Mr. 
Bell of Tennessee. Southern men, long trusted 
and honored by their section, they gave noble 
utterance to the 5 conscience of the ; South against 
the great Iniquity. Their denunciation of the 
Fraud and Oppression to which the People of 
Kansas have been subjected was eloquent and 
unqualified, and they declared their uncompro¬ 
mising opposition to the recognition of the Le¬ 
compton Constitution, as a thing not fit to he 
countenanced by honorable men of any section. 
Mr.'Toombs deplored the position of Mr. Crit¬ 
tenden, and said that for himBelf he considered 
the Union a myth, and he had already calculated 
its value. Mr. Bell rebuked indignantly his dis¬ 
union sentiments, and admonished him that the 
South was not prepared to make an issue of un¬ 
ion or disunion upon this question. The speeches 
of Bell and Crittenden, with the demonstrations 
of Wise, Walker, and Stanton, all leading South¬ 
ern men, show that opposition to the Lecompton 
Constitution is far from being sectional. The 
only wonder is, that honorable men anywhere 
can look upon it without abhorrence. How can 
Southern men, with a spark of chivalric senti¬ 
ment, bear to take advantage of such a series 
of frauds as have engendered that Constitution ? 

In the House, on every preliminary movement 
affecting the measure, the Administration has 
Buffered defeat—first, on the appointment of a 
select committee of fifteen to investigate the 
transactions attending the formation of the 
Constitution ; then, on the attempt of the ma¬ 
jority of the committee (which had been con¬ 
stituted by the Speaker so as to thwart the will 
of those who had voted it) to get in a one-sided 
report; then on the motion to lay on the table 
the appeal of Mr. Harris from the decision of 
the Speaker on a question of privilege; and 
finally on the motion of Mr. Stephens, of Geor¬ 
gia, to refer to the Committee on Territories 
the bill concerning the admission of Kansas, in¬ 
troduced by Mr. Montgomery. In all these' 
cases, the Administration has been defeated— 
in no instance has it shown itself in a majority. 
Even in the Senate, when it attempted by an 
act of blind despotism to “ crush out ” the mi¬ 
nority, and abridge tbe tights of discussion, it 
was met by so determined a spirit of resistance, 
that it was compelled to retreat, and accept the 
terms of conducting and closing the debate pre¬ 
viously offered by the Republican Senators. 

No wonder that the Opposition in the House 
should become, firm and more confident every 
day. It is composed of Republicans, Douglas 
Democrats, and Southern Americans, and 
numbers, it is claimed,, one hundred and twen- 
, ty-one votes, or eight majority in a full Hou0e. 
The one point of sympathy between them is, 
hostility to the recognition of the Lecompton 
Constitution. Will they continue to co-operate 
in this case, till they have overthrown the 
common enemy ? Will they forget or postpone 
their controversies on other questions ? They 
must do so, or this foul measure will pass. The 
Republicans oppose if, because .itjia the crea¬ 
ture of fraud and oppression—because it is a 
violation of the right of self-government — be¬ 
cause it has JaeeB conceived and urged as a 
Pro-Slavery measure: the,Douglas Democrats 
oppose it, chiefly for the first two reasons: the 
South A.mericans oppose it, because it is a 
fraud aDd an oppression, and, while dishonoring 
the South, will add neither to its wealth nor 
power. If they continue to co-operate, the Le¬ 
compton Constitution cannot be recognised. 
Will they do so ? 

John Calhoun has issued a card in the 
Washington Star, announcing that, having 
been satisfied of the fraud practiced at the 
Delaware Crossing, certificates of election will 
be given to the Free State candidates, thus se¬ 
curing the Legislature to the Free State Party. 
Is there any Douglas Democrat who will be 
satisfied with this? How in relation to the 
State officers—to the Governor, who willliave. a 
veto on the acts of the Legislature ? But, sup¬ 
pose the electioa of the entire Free State 
ticket be declared, will that cure the fraud 
which gave birth to the Constitution, or har¬ 
monize it with Popular Sovereignty or the 
right of self-government? Will that justify 
him in forcing upon an unwilling People, a 
Constitution which they have already voted 
down? 

As to Southern Americans, they fear that 
their position may snbject them to miscon¬ 
struction at home. Mr. Kennedy, in the Sen¬ 
ate, cannot think of voting with Black Repub¬ 
licans! And pray, did not Mr. Toombs and 
Mr. Hale work together most cordially for the 
defeat of the army bill ? Did not conservative 
Southern members act with Republicans in the 
case of Commodore Paulding ? Mr. Kennedy, 
Southern American, is afraid to vote against a 
measure, which, it is confessed, will be of no 
practical benefit to the South, because Repub¬ 
licans oppose it? Does he forget that he is 
acting with Dix and Van Buren, conspicuous 
Free-Soilers in 1848, and still in favor of Free 
Kansas? Southern Americans are sticklers 
for the parity of the elective franchise; de¬ 
nunciators of fraud at the ballot-box. Where 
are the frauds to equal those of Oxford, Kicka- 
poo, and Delaware Crossing? and will they sanc¬ 
tion or suffer them, because Republicans detest 
them? Can.sensible men respect thetaselves 
who act from so paltry a policy ? They are for 
peace and harmony. Why countenance a 
measure fraught with discord, civil war, and 
disunion ? What have they to gain by sus¬ 
taining a measure adopted by James Buchan¬ 
an, in fear of the Disunionists of the South, 
when their own chosen champions, Ball and 
Crittenden, bravely denounce it as dishonorable 
and mischievous ? Surely it must be a strange 


The Star of laBt evening contains the sub¬ 
joined communication from General Calhoun,, 
the President of the late State Convention in 
Kansas, announcing the result of the election 
of the 4th of January, for members of the Kan¬ 
sas Legislature.— Washington Union. 

“ Washington City, March 19, 1858. 

“ Editor Washington Star: 

“ Sib : As there has been great anxiety to 
learn the result of the late election for members 
of the State Legislature under the Kansas Con¬ 
stitution now before Congress, I think it proper 
to state that recent information, through Gov. 
Denver and others, leaves no doubt that the re¬ 
turned vote from the ‘ Delaware Crossing’ pre¬ 
cinct, in Leavenworth county, should be reject¬ 
ed, and that certificates of election should be 
issued without reference to the vote of that 
precinct. 

“ A month ago I was put in possession of a 
newspaper containing what purported to be the 
affidavits of the judges of election at that pre¬ 
cinct ; and, in a communication to the Union, 
I immediately stated that if the facts contained 
in said affidavits were presented to me in an 
authentic and reliable form, I should be gov¬ 
erned by them in determining the result of the 
election in Leavenworth coun'y. 

“ Although I have not received any reply to 
my letter to Gov. Denver, yet, from various 
sources of information, I am left in no doubt 
as to the statements of the judges of election 
at that precinct; and I shall, therefore, issue 
the certificates of election to the persons hav¬ 
ing the highest number of votes in Leaven¬ 
worth county, irrespective of the ‘Delaware 
Crossing ’ precinct. 

“ I regret to add, that this decision will give 
the control of Kansas to a party which I view 
as the enemy of the peace and good order, the 
Constitution and laws of the Union. 

“ To the following persons, elected in the 
several Senatorial and Representative districts 
of Kansas, oeriifieates of electioa will accord¬ 
ingly issue.” 

He then proceeds to name the persons to 
whom certificates-will be given. 

It will be observed that nothing is said in re¬ 
lation to the election of. the officers of . the new 
State. Why not announce the whole result? 
So far as we can understand, Mr. Calhoun has 
so decided, as to put the Executive or admin¬ 
istrative power info the hands of the Pro-Sla¬ 
very faction. 

I Another thing—he announced in a former 
| communication that he should postpone a de¬ 
cision in regard to the Legislature until he 
should have a reply from Governor Denver to 
his letter asking information concerning the 
Delaware Crossing vote. But, he has made 
and announced his decision, without having re¬ 
ceived any such reply. Why this change of 
purpose? Is it thought necessary, in order to 
wean back some of the disaffected Democrats ? 


The Richmond (Ya.) Enquirer presents comiendas should be granted to them/’ This 
quite a fair abstract of the Report of the Board part of the volume, in connection with the ear- 
of Commissioners, appointed by the Territorial ly history of African as well as Indian Slavery, 
Legislature of Kansas to examine into the is full of information, drawn from original 
frauds alleged to have been committed on the sources, and deserves careful perasal. Another 


providing for the good of those Indians in spir- ^P*tockatU> the office of President” holds that this 

Lai and temporal matters, and of inhabiting Tbe President's conduct to pressing the Le- for its exert.on. 
and defending the provinces where these En- Compton Constitution upon Congress may give 
comiendas should be granted to them.” This blm vot8S ln ‘ he So *r h - but 16 Wll > be bkel r M dates fj 

cart of the volume, in connection with the ear- t0 ** requisite strength in the North 


Mr. Curtis, a member of the committee, dis- phia Platform as “ throwing a fire-brand into a 8 e - 

sents as to the question of jurisdiction but the Convention.” This tells the whole story in Ever opposed to tyranny and oppression, and 
holds that this is not a case, as it now stands, few words. The Republican party was ergan- alive to the sufferings of humanity, he early 
for its exertion. iked at Philadelphia in 1856, and the platform identified himself with the Anti-Slavery cause, 

there adopted was the bond of uniod among3t an< J Shored with all the zeal and energy of an 
-KANS AS n ews. Republicans—“ their confession of faith.” Now, ardent nature, with tongue and pen, both mor- 

Mail dates from Kansas to the 4th correct ‘° declare its principles- in a State Convention, ? 1! y a “ d politically, for the overthrow of Amer- 
the false reports sent east by the Pro-Slavery 18 'o^^KoTub^sL^TnLna, we “a firTKiiewr in the harmonial philosophy, 
papers. Lane had not taken Fort Scott, and presume, are pure Donglasites, and many and deeply imbued with tbe idea of eternal pro- 
had not been there. Two companies of United others hold their Anti-Slavery views as sub- he looked upon death but as a release 


4th January and the 22st December. It seems forge portion of the book is devoted to the Con- H j 8 said that another great Anti-LecomptOn an{ j 


States troops had reached the S 


it to the one grand idea of 


from the sufferings of earth, and as a passage 


-iding principle of our Repub- to a . hi ?H r li£ j e- Tranc l aill y and peacefully he 


fo consider Mr. Calhonn very essentially dam- quest of Guatemala, and the last 160 pages to meeting will soon be held in New York. . further trouble. A permanent peace is not licanism —immediate success. awaited his release, and those who watched, as 

aged by it, remarking as follows: ' the Conquest of Peru. , It has been formally announced to those expected till Clarke, the murderer, a relentless Freedom enfisU^fortbe war* which 1 TtesLip oftaLmUlity wJLupon his brow, 

“ Indeed, the Official eharaoter of the report, It might seem as if there conld not be much seeking, that no important diplomatic appoint- persecutor of the Free State men, shall be will not disband at the first victory or’defeat *“*<>1 *“<«»«singing tneir amhems o-er nun now.» 

andAhe testimony which it purports to adduce, that was new or adapted to the popular mind, me nts will be made till after the Kansas ones-' drive “ ont ' The Lawrence papers contain the Their aim should be one and constant, and they _ ^ m „/ .- 

,^f in relation t0 the Conquest of Mexico and Peru, tion shall have been settled. Judge Roosevelt particalara of the accidental death of Mundie, should openly declare it, that no one will be de- SpeakersandSing- 

the charge of corrupt connivance in the guilt of p , admirable works But Mr named in wiih rtwf mi.-J! t,. whom Pate had reported murdered by the Free reived, North or South. The South should — Brown s Bronchial Troches,” or Cough 

falsifying the returns of election. It is due to atter Frescott s admirable works. But Mr. is named m connection with the ministry to s TLa .< , \ , , „ know it and the Northern Demoeracv ilmnld and Voice Lozenges, contain ingredients act- 

his position, and the grave duties which he has Helps states that he has not read any of these Madrid. T * he repor . ted attempt t0 abduet know it soVafallLvLowwhatto exnect ing ° atb » of the voice; they 

assumed, that he shall vindicate his conduct in modern works, and has resorted solely to The Memnhis fTermt Enauirer i« rmnnand ‘ he b) e laware Cr °M ln g judges, to prevent their . the 6 vent of success/ P have an extraordinary efficacy in all affections 

tbis “ r " original authorities, from whom he quotes fre- tn tb ! ™ ^ The candidates of the party must get square- ? f Throat and Larynx, restoring their 

This language in a Southern Administration q aen tly. His style is clear, compact, and yet t0 tbe L 0CO “P to11 Constitution, unless it is false, not having had the slightest foundation ly on the National platform, notwithstanding bealth y wbe “ relaxed, either from cold or 
paper, of the standing of the Enquirer, is sig- Lp hi c. He sketchesfoecharacters and 8ub ” ltted to the P e0 P Ie °f Kansas; but it is de in fact. the downward slide in the late Convention, or ™ Ce ’ a “ d pr ° daC6 a clear 


paper, of the standing of the Enquir 


ev!nm C ' a hl J 28 cidedl y hostiie to any provisoes attached to that United States Marshal Dennis and land offi- tb ey will lose thousands of honest voters. an ^j‘ 8 ^“ 0l aii 

events ably and the relation of affairs to ; QStrumerit b Congress par ti cuI arly Pugh’s, cer Bridley have been removed bv the Preri- There ar8 men wbo canDOt vote for men 7 aRDruggu 

noT^i t OT/ “ 8 fe r ° f ^ P ^ ° f “J‘“he’ia Abolitionisfs of dent, for 2* J JS.^ the faith ° f A Cure 

no little interest to our readers. North th© vorv artrurnonta for lntprforAnrf* -r^ ~ vv. xuIT©hey. -4. C uve jot Dysp 

The volume has also many small maps, part- with our National Constitution which \hey f U ®“' Denver testified asfol- Indianapolis, March 9,1858. Bitters are highly r< 

ly in the text and partly separate, enabling ns ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ** 




ieal positions of one s 
of these, perhaps, for 


lurse of conquest in the geograph- 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 


e repeated, precisely the si 


e with another. Some otitutions in general, they will find, when t 
■e convenience to the late to remedy it, that they have assented to 


count, how long he would continue to receive , m f val fr ° m Nassau, N. P-, we learn 

returns ; he replied, until Congress shall act on ‘ w * - fou .? teen 8laves who escaped from Key 
the Lecompton Constitution.” 1 '/® 3 * ? n a Government vessel, on the night of 

_ the bth of January, had arrived in safety at 


a thing we never recollect to have noticed 
any modern publication before. It may be 
mistake of the binder, but they so occur as 
render this hardly probable. The volume is 


principle which will deprive them of their con¬ 
stitutional protection ; and, what is more, that 
for a temporary benefit, if benefit it be, they 
have surrendered their most vital rights and 
privileges.” 


A Cure for Dyspepsia .—The Oxygenated 
Bitters are highly recommended by persons 
whose names give the most satisfactory evi¬ 
dence of astonishing cnreB by using this medi¬ 
cine. It will certainly relieve the worst cases. 


The St. Louis Democrat of the 18th says : tbafc P laca - The American Consul took pos 
« _ n _ _session of the vessel. The “slaves.” of enm-af 


tve surrendered their most vital rights and “ Notwithstanding Gov. Denver’s proclama- seasi °b 

ivileges.” _ tion against the enrollment of the militia, the can - 

The Richmond Whig again expressesthe work is steadily going on, about two hundred At N 
.ruest and confident hope that the small band being engaged in it, in different parts of theatre 


ma8t ^ 

at 6 placf. took' pot and “rvInte^ForLtnJ °o?th 

, iTSpSs:L h d e ruX\t a :n e 

—— indispensable article in the medicine box. In 

At New York, Barton’s old Chambers street diarrhea it has been used, and effected cures. 


good supplement to forger works, and for the of Southern Whigs and Americans in tbe Sen- . the Territory. 


We are able to give but a running notice of 
these magazines and pamphlets, which we have ^ 'g’ 9 j* 1 -^ 

thus placed together. The contents of the qu^Stlnie V New 

Christian Examiner are: I. Unused Powers, For sale t>y Tayloi 
which is based on Freuchtersleben’s Dietetics of The peculiar it 
the Soul, and contains facts and suggestions in the fact that i 


r ai- reader of those, will b8 regarded as useful by 
H - the way of review of such portions of history aB 
fall under its notice. 


» and in the House of Representatives will 
•esent a united and resolute front in opposi- 


meeting. Prayer meetings are held by tjje I New Yorlc Examt 


tion to the admission of Kansas under the Le- deu fy foft the Territory, probably 
compton Constitution, with the alliances, Con- ret “UV 

ditions, and qualifications, with which the bill , Ibe rumored removals of Col. Br 
for its admission is at present clogged and em- laud office at Lecompton, and C 
barrassed.” field at Kickapoo, lie in the fact that 


_ ..tt w, . The Democrats'of Perry, Illinois, be)4 «, ____ 

which is based on Freuchtersleben’s Diefottcs of The peculiar interest of this volume centres meeting recently) t0 denounce Lecompton. Border Ruffia: 

the Soul, and contains facts and suggestions in the fact that it brings ns acquainted with - excuse this ur 

of interest. II. The Hindoos grouping to- parts of Europe that have been described A Convention of the delegates of the Amer- “ The publi 

gather a variety of information gathered from ■ scarcely at all before. At least nearly one-half can Party of: MaSon county, Kentucky, was Constitution i 

different writers. EEL Strength and Weakness of it is new ground, relating to Graffenberg, beld at Ma ? aviIle > on Monday, the 8th instant. p a8S g 8 ’ y a “ d ^ 

of Popular Religion and of Liberal Christianity; Preissnitz’s famous water cure establishment; Among the resolutions passed, was the follow- aware Crossin 

an article written with ability, but we think also, another in Switzerland, at Divonne, on the lng: is inevitable, 

with too bitter a spirit, that is sometimes defi- Lake Geneva, and a small, cheap watering “ Resolved, That the Americans of Mason “The sprit 

IV. Buckle'. Hirtoij efCivili- died B«. W, h„. . H..„ of 

zation, the longest paper in the number, con- sketches, introducing ns to Preissnitz himself, what shall be their domestic institutions when “A new Fr 
taming a full summary of the book noticed, and many of his patients from all parts of Eu- they ask for admission into the Union as States, rion,’ is to b 

which seems to be a work of considerable re- rope and abroad. The methods of cure, the and t0 tbat end we believe, that before Con- I?th instant.” 

search. V. Physical and Celestial Mechanics, various baths, stvles of exercise and recre.a- ? ress ao £ e Pfo fbe Constitution that is offered Th« ftminn 


A Convention of the delegates of the Amer- 
2an party of Mason oonnty, Kentucky, was 


“ All is now quiet at Fort Scott. printers in one of the largest printing offices in Sold by all medicine dealers. 4 

Coleman, the murderer of Dow, has sud- the city every noon, and many of the workmen - — — 

flenly left the Territory, probably never to are bo much interested as to forego their din- MAMfii'fS. 

return. Hers in order to attend. - 

The rumored removals of Col. Brindle from - BALTIMORE MARKET 

the land office at Lecompton, and Gen. Whit- Gov. Banks has filled both vacancies in tbs Owcfoiiy prepared ».o TkMday, March 23,1858. 
field at Kickapoo, lie in the fact tbat they both . ®f at ° E Superior Court by the appointment of Flour. Howard Street - - - f4 37 CA 4 50 

voted against the Lecompton Constitution. The Charles Allen, of Worcester, (once a judge of (Hour, City Mills ■ .... 4 37 6*4 50 

long devotion of Whitfield to the interests of tbe Court of Common Pleas,) Chief Justice Rye Flour.. 3 00 (A 3 25 

Border Ruffianism does not seem sufficient to ) n P lace of Judge Nelson, and Marcus Morton, Corn Meal - -.3^5 (& 3 20 

excuse this unpardonable sin. Andover, Associate Justice in place ot Wheat, whit© - - - « « - 1 10 1 15 

“The public feeling against the Lecompton Judge Abbott. __ ' Wheat, red.l’o4 (f no 


Weakness of it is new ground, relating to Graffenberg, ^ld at May sville, on Monday, the 8th instant. ^Xerv men riecteTbv j 0 fo®d the “ Band Brothers,” and the old fash- Corn, yellow ...... S' 

istianity, Preissnitz’s famous water cure establishment; Among the resolutions passed, was the follow- aware Crosring, ’and Kickapoo frands?civ!l War Igafo fopubUc. part y wiU preS8ntl y perfprin R 7 ®’ Vir^uiL^ ’. ! ! ! J 


aware yrossing, ana Kitesapoo Irands, civil war again in public. Rye, Virginia -. 66 $ 00 

18 « mT ltab e \ . — . Oats, Maryland and Virginia - 28 (& 32 

lhe spring business is opening up very . Ihe Canucks are imitating our politics, di- Oats, Pennsylvania .... 34 (th 35 

briskly, and preparations are being made for a aiding on sectional lines North and South, and Clover Seed - - - - - -■ 4 50 (a 4 75 

very heavy immigration. seriously threatening a dissolution of the Cana- Timothy Seed ...... 2 60 (of 2 75 

“A new Free Labor paper called the ‘ Cla- dian Union. Herein they are proving their Hay, Timothy - - . . . . 15*00 (a20ffi0 

rion,’ is to be started in Kansas City on the fitness f° r a membership of the great American Hops. 7 ’ft 14 

17th instant.” Union when that auspicious day arrives. The Potatoes, Mercer.130 (I 140 

The Boston Taurunl H„a Q o. quarrel in question arises from the demand of. Bacon, Shoulders.' llfA ' n 


“THE TRUTH DISSEMINATEB.” 


The Universalist Quarterly has papers on however, has genuine humor, and;keeps up his 
Modern Civilization; The Religion of Principle; reader’s attention, by shifting his pictures, and 


A friend at Spring Church post office, Pa., 
sending ns a new subscriber, encloses the fol¬ 
lowing circular, with the remark that it makes 
statements as novel to him as to us. 

“Washington City, D. 0.,-, 1858. 

Sin: You have been mentioned tons as 
one to whom we may confidently apply and ask 
to procure subscribers to the American, in your 


The necessity of a party paper, published at 
the seat of Government, is universally admitted 
to be indispensable. The American is the 
sentinel of the party throughout the country. 
At no other place can information in regard to 
the great moyements of parties be obtained so 
well as here. 

This is the only American paper published 
at the seat of Government, and is therefore 
the only channel through which the truth can 
be disseminated, for all the other presses in the 
city are in the pay of Government, and do and 
say whatsoever their masters dictate. Witness 
the falsehoods and garbled statements with 
which the country was flooded relative to the 
bloody deeds of “ Bloody Monday,” when, for 
the purpose of obtaining a Democratic majority 
in oar Councils, citizens were brutally murder¬ 
ed in the public streets of Washington—shot 
down by foreign hirelings in the pay of Gov- 


search. V. Physical and Celestial Mechanics, various baths, styles of exercise and recrea- f 88S ao ^ ept8 the Constitution that is offered Tfa B j 0Urm JT aa a letter from ftL ?" 3rr f 1 %? ue8tion aria ® 3 from da “ aad of Bacon, Shonlders. 

founded on Prof Pierce’s book with the same . 7 from a Territory; asking admission as a State, Aue uoston journal nas a.letter trom hum- Canada East for equal representation with Bacon Sides. nSf LI 

: t ons, as well as scenes and incidents, are de- it should be fully satisfied that such Conetitu- ner, Kansas, which speaks of Atchison county, Canada West, which the latter, being the most Bacon Hams. Ill'll Hit 

tie, and treats an abstract subject m an inter- pieted in an amusing way. There is somewhat tion meets the approbation of a majority of the formerly so strongly Pro-Slavery, in the follow- populous, will not agree to. Pork Mess - ..... 16 50 foil 7 0(> 

esting way. VI. Review of Current Litera- too evident an attempt at wit, which makes legal voters in said Territory.” ing language: I? M <5 i in-‘ , . t Pork! Prime.13'.00 (foO.OO 

i. _ „ not a few of the cases failures. ^ The author, A spirited Democratic Anti-Lecompton meet- , “Nearly all the slaveholders have removed lain of the American Church mParis! arrived ■ -17.00^17.25 

:r SIS-' :;:: |1 

si s 

. r T . r . f 1 88 to ave collected to try the efficacy leading Democrats of the county were present, the northern line of the county, (in Doniphan.) has been appointed the editor of the Baltimore ^°°}> S, nlled . 00 ® 00 

teenth Century; Ignatius Loyola. Literary of the cures mentioned. The treatment one and took part in the proceedings. And about midway in the county, north and Christian Advocate. Dr. Bond is a son of the Wool, Fleet*, «ommon - - - 00 @ 0® 

Notices. These are treated and discussed, of would think harsh enough to have prevented a - ' south, the city of Sumner has sprang up, like foteeditorof the New York Christian Advocate, Wool, Fleece, nn* < .... 00 00 

course, from the point of view embraced in Utni- second trial, but such does not seem to have The St. Louis correspondent of one of the Jonah’s gourd, in the night time. It is called ™ _ -. T ~T~ , Wool, Choice Merino • • . 00 ® 00 

T ’7'“-7 tenth, New York journal, mites aa follows £rom MU- I 1 !?| % 

well-written thoughts, that will command the derived m his own person. The time of the 80nrl: is a Free State man. I visited it first about the College f5,000, and to the Boston Atheneum Cheese ........ 9j(f 10 

assent of others who cannot agree in that sys- events was some years since, and Priessnitz “ft would seem that the only good that can tenth of fost June. The ‘town’ then consisted $ 5 > Q00 > as funds of 'which the income is to be Coffee, Rio. ll|<» 10| 

tern of faith. The first article contains some died shortly after the anthor was there The possibly arise from the course of James Bn- of some half dozen little buildings, sixteen feet expended in the purchase of books ; also, $1,000 Coffee, Java.- 18 @ 17 

very sensible remarks on the subjects of War rest of the book relates to Paris, Florence and and bls , Cab, ? et ! n Kansas matters, is by twenty-four, right in the wilderness, on the ? a8b *» “The American Peace Society,” and 

^ ^■siLnf=gT l , ,£.t, 8 “ 


tions of literature in the present age. The 
third also sets forth what a true politician should 
be. The next three papers are chiefly histori¬ 
cal, giving a general summary of facts on their 
snbjepts. 

Prof. Huntington’s Magazine is of sterling 
value. Both the editor’s admirable pen as well 
as supervision, aided by the valuable contribu¬ 
tions to its pages, render it worthy of its name 
and extensive patronage. The topics are diver- 


to send a flood of immigrants into our State river’s bank. Now, Sumner has a popnlati 

aad Kansas. The result is, that those farmers of between five and six hundred ; about one T . r - .. f . OsrelWly prepared to TB«sd*y, March 23,1858. 

„ „ . - —“ who came here from Virginia, Kentucky, and hundred brick buildings, including several fine Tbe . says some idea of the business _ - - ' _ 

rheBowm the Cloud, and the First Bereavement. By Tennessee, with their slaves, after wearing ont brick blocks, and a large hotel, erected at a i°“? m tbat C1 fy ca “ had by recurring to Flour, State brands - - - - $4.25 @ 4 30 

Rev. John R. Macduff, author of “Morning and Night the soil of their farms in those States, find that cost of $15 000; a “weekiv newananer- a citv ^ at one fc ^ eir sfceamboafca g ents col ^ our ’ ^ ran ^ s » extra - - 4.4o @ 4.60 

Watches,',- Memories of Gennesaret,” As. New York: their property is the most unsafe, as well as nn- government- twelve or fifteen stores^ two hriot footed, the past year, four hundred and fifteen Flour, Western • • • • • 4.25 (3> 4.40 

Robert Carter & Brothers. 1858, For sale by w. Bat- profitable, they can have. So they send away faldsTwo saw ^mffis° a^flonrinl mill L » thousand three hundred and sevenp-three dol- Flour, Southern.4.70(^5,00 

latuyne, Washmgton, D. c. hundreds ’of slaves every little while South, y ard8 > tw0 Eaw “ills,^flouring mill, Ac. Urs and eighty cents, as freight and charged *7* Flour.3.00 @ 3.75 

Another of those admirable volumes by this selling them for gold, which accounts for so The election of delegates to the Constitu- „. . . -- , 7 Corn Meal ^.3,50 @ 3.00 

mthor, so recently made known to the Chris- much of this commodity being in circulation in tional Convention, so far as heard from has - 8 Cincinnati Commercial states that a Wheat, white • - • ir ■ - 1.40 QL 1.01 

ian public It embraces two works-the former State. passed eff quietly. In Leavenworth county, a “foP>Ufy °f * a femligrowers u that regron are Wheat, red.1.16 § 1.22j 

: series of meditations on a nassage of Serin- e . a . ch . fa, : m8r _ get8 ^d of Ms slaves, lie Douglas Democratic ticket was put in the field, f a ?t^TJJ J?.blrS’ w! & * * ! ! .* ! ! ! 1 


NEW YORK MA RKE T 

OuelUly prepared to Tuesday, March 23,1858. 

Flour, State brands .... $4.25 @ 4 30 


tnry-three dol • Floa D Southern.4.70 fo\ 6.0i 


a series of meditations on a passage of Scrip- ^ 


tnre for every day in the month, like the 


cipation cause, and forgets all the argu- for Free State ticket. In Jeffc 


lars and eighty cents, as freight and charges. Bye Flonr ....... 3.00 

a tn tRo PnnotU^ —— Gorn Meal.3.50 

3 heard from Wa Tbe Cinc ' lnn n t: Commercial states that a Wheat, white 1.40 

?er,worth nnnnt. f majority of- the fruit-growers in that region are Wheat, red • ...... 1,15 

as put in the field de P lorin S til0 mishap to the peach crop. The Corn, white ....... 65 

o one bv the «»„’ la8t warm s P e H, succeeded by sharp frosty Corn, yellow. 66 

efferson county a weather > kiUed a la F8 e portion of the buds. Rye. 69 


sified, furnishing matter for tastes of different “ Words of Jesus;” and the other is designed ments he used before of wrong to the slave- “bolting” Free State ticket was run, because ® ome tbe fruit-raisers.express a hope that Oats • - -. 42 @ 46 

kind, doctrinal, practical, and devotional, re- as a brief manual, containing" Words address- ?wner ; having got rid of his slaves, he wants the regular ticket was too radical to suit some tfae oroharda have Partially escaped. Glove^Ssed^.. 7 12 7 50 

lating also to common life, to art and economics, ed to a mourner on the occasion of a first dwte4 In n ® arI y The investigations by the Wisconsin Legis- Hay 0 .*. 0 . ...... 'ea %, fin 

to the family and society, and all breathe a high trial.” Legislature in favor of an amendment ofX ti the regular Free ?° P * ' V, * “ 

tone and religious spirit, as well as exhibiting Both of them have that closeness of adapta- Constitution, so that laws can be passed for the very men refusing to go into election. There 5n tifi t r 1 b J Bacon, Shoulder 

richly gifted intellects and genius. We should tion to the wants of the child of God and the gradual emancipation of Slavery in onr State, 'being substantially no onnosition. the Free _kij”?..! .... ?... j 0BSe , a ., , ! Bacon, Sides • 


riobly gifted intellects and genius. We should non w uie wants ox we caixa- m won ana tne js—— euuww.jpw.wu ui ouwery.-ui our dhub. aumuauuuuy -n© opposnsos, me JTree - wan kfe land grant at th6 hands of the last H OS T fir— - - 

be glad to mention the contents, but have not afflicted that characterizes this author’s other The Massachusetts Legislature, bv a decided T ^ ^ State Government. We doubt if the palmiest Pork, D MesT. , ! .‘ .* .* 16 30 ftlfi 75 

room to do so. A first notice of this excellent writings. He brings forth from his own expe- u.,. ,. ta j , 7 rl °/ danu f ry- ^ 18 estlma,ted at about mne days of the Congressional lobby can show a Pork’ Prim* ...... 135(1 /Hl3«n 


ts of the child of God and the gradual emancipation of Slavery in onr State. being substantially no opposition, the Free wankieLnd graffiTat the hands^ 


mparalleled system of bribery Bacon, Shoulders. 6f{3> 


We call upon you, as a brother American, to 
id us. Go to work and obtain for us suberip- 
ions, thus will our circulation be increased, 
ur means amplified) and the truth dissemina- 


° f A . f . ... TT v 77 R *** Massacausetta Legislature, by a decided of January. It 

room to do so. A first notice of this excellent writings He brings forth from h.s own expe- majority, have voted an address to Governor thousand/ 

penp ica eman s, owever, thus much at rience the feelings of a sympathizing heart; a Banks, oalling for the removal Of Judge Lo- f mu main arm 

isz^i***.****^ s“ d ih “ ie “' 

dinia, too, is a pamphlet of great interest, em- is simple, earnest, and pointed. There is kind 


For terms of paper, and agencies — see 
paper. 

Respectfully, 

Charles W. Fenton, 

Publisher “ American," Washington, D. C. 


days of the Congressional lobby can show a p or k, Prime ...... 1350 If 13(60 

state of facts to equal these. The whole. State g 8a f.. n.Qo {&10 00 

Government, from the Governor down to the Lard, in barrels ..... 10 9§ 

AsHRmblv dnnrk«Bnfi!-. Knricrht. nn Win .n6 r A • ,_ ,,,ls 


The main ground assumed by Goy. Banks government, from the Governor down to the Lard, in barrels ..... 10 ( 

for removing Judge Loring is based on a stat- Assembly doorkeeper, bought up, body and Lard, in kegs ...... 1]J; 

ute of Massachusetts, that a judicial officer of soul, and made the tool of a single corporation I Butter, Western ..... 12 ( 


Mr. Covode will be somewhat surprised to 
sse himself in print as the endorser of the 
modest and truth-disseminating announcement 
whiph we have put in italics. As to Mr. Fen¬ 
ton, he should understand that he who calnmni- 
ates his neighbor, wilfully or thoughtlessly, 
cannot be relied upon as to “ disseminate the 
truth.” 


bodying a mass of facts, by an author well qual- rebuke; there is encouragement and consola- There was a not at Toronto, Canada, 

ified to furnish them, and who, as Mr. Barnard tion ; and, like food that nourishes, we are in- °“ Sfc ‘ Patnck ’ a Da y~ 

informs us, is the joint author, with Dr, Luigi., vigorated for the trials and duties of life. Drops The Ohio House of Representatives has re- 
Parola, of an elaborate treatise of 1,020 pages of balm on the wounds that need the healing pealed the law of the State refusing the use of 
on “ Public Education in Germany,” published remedy, so gently applied, soothe the stricken t ke State prisons for the confinement of fngi- 
in Turin, and “which is regarded as one of the heart. Many a mourner, we hope, may experi- li ye slaves. 

best works on that subject.” Sardinia is a ence the benefit of the words designed for the The Democrats of Rhode Island have nomi- 
country with whose character and resources, and relief of those whose pathway is darkly shaded nated Alexander Duncan for Governor, and 


_ • . . ... _ , | me vummguweauru suau not noia at tne same I The evidence of this is plain and undeniable, Batter State ...... 16 

There was a not at Toronto, Canada, time the office 0 f United States commissioner. and though it bears heavily upon the leading I Cheese’ ........ 6 


A despatch from Boston says: men of the Republican party, the present State Coffee, Rio. 

“ A motion to refer the Governor’s message Government, also Republican, is doing a good Coffee, Java . . . . 

removing Judge Loring to a select committee work, as well in vindicating the State credit as Wool. Unwashed • • ■ 
led to an exciting discussion between Mr. Cush- in purging the party of these unworthy mem- Wool! Washed.... 

ing, of Newburyport, and Andrews, of Boston; bers * Wool, Pulled .... 

the former denouncing the consummated act rp. ,■ t -■ Wool, Fleece, common - 
as the triumph of monomaniacs and fanatics, T T ^ 8 bl tba ™P 0rta tion into Wool ’ F i aece ’ fiue . . 


led to an exciting discussion between Mr. Cush¬ 
ing, of Newburyport, and Andrews, of Boston; 
the former denouncing the consummated act 
as the triumph of monomaniacs and fanatics, 


The bill authorizing the importation i 


The court martial upon Colonel Sumner, at 
Carlisle Barracks, acquitted Col. S. upon both 
thp charges preferred against him by General 
Harney. The court deliberated less than fifteen 
minutes, before agreeing upon their verdict, 
when Colonel Sumner left Carlisle for Water- 
town, N. Y., to meet his family. He is under 
orders for Utah, and will leave Fort Leaven¬ 
worth with his regiment on the 10th of May. 

The Secretary of War on Monday examined 
the finding of the court acquitting Col. Snmner, 
and dissents, on the ground that the note was 
clearly, in his opinion, a challenge. 

There is much joy at the verdict of the court 
among military men, but it is practically over¬ 
ruled by Mr. Floyd and the President. 


the elements of prospective powerand influence, % clouds of affliction and death. 
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The Eclectic Magazine for March, 185S. Naw York: W. The Republicans of the Select Committee of —T- 

H. Bidwell. fifteen, by Mr. Morrill, will now publish their A caucus of the leading Americans of Con- 

Two fine portraits—one of the late Emperor re P ort > aB tbat of the minority has been spread necticut at New Haven, on Friday, resolved to 
Nicholas of Russia, and the other of Lord before ‘ ke P a blie, and that of Mr. Harris is in adopt William A. Buckingham the Republican 
y . ] ’ n , j . , type. candidate, for Governor, and dropping J. G. 


Senate, at the close of a moat violent and ex 
citirjg debate, by a majority of two. The meas 
ure is therefore, for the present, essentially 
defunct. 


St. Louis March 23.—The Leavenworth I 
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gle for a new Italy. 
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paper of no small value on the “ Hashisl 


was so enthusiastic, however, that it could not 
wait, and therefore consummated a very strong 
ticket on the spot. 


There has been an election of a Legislature wa8 known to his constituents at the time of his ally. 

- the Sandwich Islands, and the Anti-Ministry election. Mr. Curtis dissents on the point of For .ale in Wa.hmgton 
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has been agreed upon, and will probably be 
made to the House to-morrow. The majority 
are of the. opinion that the House has no juris¬ 
diction to punish a member for anything which 
was known to his constituents at the time of his 


among that primitive people, for at I 
which haa only 150 male population, 204 
were polled. 


The intelligent Washington correspondent of 
the Philadelphia North American has a “ plan 
for defeating Lecompton.” He says : 

“There is only one mode which appears 
plausible for compassing the defeat of Lecomp¬ 
ton. Notwithstanding the appeals of the Pres¬ 
ident, and his partial success, too, in the Sen¬ 
ate, for an amendment declaring the right to 
amend the Constitution, in disregard of rhb, 
limitation now existing, the principal organs of 
opinion at the South protest earnestly against 
I any such concession, and denounce the eon- 
j unction of Kansas and Minnesota. Following 
this lead, members of the House from South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi, 
have declared they would accept no compro¬ 
mise, and agree to no terms contemplating any 
such arrangement. 

“ There are various important amendments 
which the Republicans would vote to insert, 
and yet, having inserted, would find in them 
no inducement for supporting the admission. 
These modifications would, in the present state 
of feeling, render the bill obnoxious to the ex¬ 
treme South, and, if persisted in, would natu¬ 
rally lead to a coalition between its opponents 
and some of its friends. That is the possibility 
which may happen; but whether Southern, 
gentlemen will take such a responsibility, when 
the pinch comes, remains to he seen. My own 
conviction is, they will not.” 
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and graphic description, often too mnch over¬ 
wrought, pictures of manners and delineated 
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creased number of readers.” 
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Tbe second of the above-mentioned volumes 
is well meant, but has great inequalities and 
defects of execution. In the new edition, re¬ 
dundancies should have been pruned away, and 
grammatical inaccuracies corrected. Mrs. Las- 
selle aims at a high moral, and remarks are 
often thrown in that show her sense of the- im¬ 
portance of religious truth. The conduct of 
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IS NOW READY, 


of it in future. The Convention appointed a burg railroads,’have all passed the House, and at. T. BOOKSELLERS AND NEWSMEN. 


committee, (through their President,) who 
ported according to this new idea. They ci 


A correspondent of the Philadelphia Ledger 
says very wisely, and at least prudently : 

“ It is useless for any one to dogmatize about 
the result of the Kansas struggle in the House. 
The best-informed men of those who interest 
themselves in the matter admit that they are 
at fault. There are several members who do 
not themselves know how they are to Vote. 
Their course is to depend on circumstances 
that are uncertain. 

“ The friends of the President’s Kansas pol¬ 
icy are certain of nothing, except a protracted 
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VOL. XII. 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


SPEECH OF HON. HENRY L, DAWES, 


The House being in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union— 

Mr. DAWES said: 

Mr. Chairman, the increase of population 
h3s been so rapid in the Territories of the 
United States, that in three ont of the seven 
now organized, Constitutions have already been 
framed with a view to their admission into the 
Union on an equal footing with the other 
Sates of the Confederacy. The President, in 
the discharge of the obligation which the Con¬ 
stitution imposes upon him, to recommend for 
our consideration such measures as he may 
judge necessary and expedient, has not found 
it in the line of that duty to urge upon ns any 
special reasons why more than one of these 
should be admitted—and that the Territory of 
Kansas, under and subject to the Lecompton 
Constitution. He has seen fit to accompany 
this recommendation with an elaborate argu¬ 
ment, which, if it has failed to convince the 
American people of the soundness and justice 
of the positions assumed, or of the allegations 
made, has nevertheless left them in no doubt 
as to what has been the origin and what are 
to be the consequences of that policy which 
makes K ansas and the Lecompton Constitution 
the peculiar objects of a solicitude not shared 
by any other Territory, or any other Constitu¬ 
tion framed within its limitB. 

I desire to notice at this time, as briefly as 
may be, two points only, to the consideration 
of which the late special message of the Presi 
dent challenges our attention. The one is a 
question of law; the other a question of fact: 

1. Does the Lecompton Constitution come 
here clothed with the authority of law ? 

2. Does it come here as the choice of the 
people to be affected by it? 

I propose, at this time, to argue the first of 
these questions as one of pure law; and, there¬ 
fore, for'the sake of the argument and for the 
present, to yield all questions of fact, and to 
say that, if we admit the entire absence of fraud 
in the creation of the Territorial Legislature of 
Kansas, still the Lecompton Constitution 
comes here without the slightest authority of 
law, and has no higher sanction or just claim 
than merely the expressed wish of those who 
framed and sent it here. A reference to th 
message will show that the President has made 
his whole argument to rest and turn upon what 
he calls the legality of the Lecompton Conven¬ 
tion and its work, the Lecompton Constitution. 
He puts aside all other agency than that of the 
law, and in this matter knows no people out¬ 
side of this legal channel. He declares that s 
great portion of the people of Kansas have, for 
a long time, been in open rebellion against the 
Government under which they live; thaPnothing 
but military force has kept it down, and pre 
vented its assuming and discharging the func¬ 
tions of government. This rebellion, he says, 
has taken on the form of the Topeka Constitu- 
tion, and has assumed a revolutionary type 
Over against these, the President sets another 
party, which he calls the law-abiding and law 
loving people of Kansas, and who have been, 
according to him, carrying on the unequal con 
test of maintaining the law against rebellion 
and revolution, by the aid of Federal bayonets. 
And, in reference to this condition of things in. 
the Territory, he asks these questions: 

“ Such being the unfortunate condition of af- 
‘ fairs in the Territory, what was the right, a 
‘ well as the duty, of the law-abiding people ? 

‘ Were they silently and patiently to submit to 
‘ the Topeka usurpation, or adopt the necessary 
‘ measures to establish a Constitution unde 
1 the authority of the organic law of Congress ? ” 

And he answers approvingly, that the Terri 
torial Legislature passed a law creating a Con 
vention clothed with power to frame a Const) 
tution; and that the Convention thus created 
did, by virtue of the authority vested in it by 
that act, frame the Lecompton Constitution 
And he concludes in these words: 

“ From this review it is manifest that the 
‘ Lecompton Convention, according to every 
‘ principle of constitutional law, was legally 
‘ constituted, and was invested with power to 
‘ frame a Constitution.” 

And that the Constitution and State Govern¬ 
ment, the work of that Convention, has been 
framed “ in strict accordance with the organic- 
act’' 

This proposition is the foundation of the 
President’s whole argument; and all the other 
considerations urged by him are built upon this. 
If, therefore, this proposition be not true, then 
the whole foundation of the message fails, and 
it falls baseless to the gronnd. The inquiry, 
therefore, becomes a pertinent one, whenc; 
comes this legality? and from what source 
does this Constitution derive the authority oi 
law? 

The Lecompton Convention was the creature 
of the Territorial Legislature. It derived all 
its authority and power from that Legislature 
No one ever claimed for it that it derived any 
power from the people outside of the forms ol 
Territorial law ; for to do that, would be to go 
to the same source from which the Topeka Con 
vention derived its authority. And if it be 
“ treasonable” for the one to drink at that foun 
tain, it cannot be “ legal” for the other to par 
take of the Bame poisonous draft. If, then, the 
Lecompton Convention derived all its powei 
and authority from the Territorial Legislature, 
the question next arises, had the Legislature 
itself the power to clothe this Convention with 
authority to form a Constitution and State 
Government? Now, the Territorial Legislature 
derives all its power from the organic act. It 
can derive power from no other source; else it. 
too, will find itself going for authority to that 
treasonable source, the people, where the mer. 
of Topeka were debauched. In the organic act 
will be found both the creation and the measure 
of all legislative power in the Territory. And 
that act has defined and set limits to the power 
of the Legislature, which it creates, in express 
terms, beyond which it cannot go, in these 
words—section twenty-fourth of the act: 

“ The legislative power of the Territory shall 
‘ extend to all rightful subjects of legislation 
‘ consistent with the Constitution of the United 
‘ States and the provisions of this act.” 

I observed, some time since, that the gentle¬ 
man from Mississippi, [Mr. Lamar,] in an other¬ 
wise able argument which he addressed to ut 
upon this point, when quoting this section, 
omitted the clause limiting the power of tin 
Legislature by the provisions of the organic 
act, as well as by the Constitution—an omission, 


In section twenty-four, it is further enacted 
‘ that the legislative power of the Territory shall 
1 extend to all rightful subjects of legislation 
‘ consistent with the Constitution.”* 

But, sir, this section not only limits the power 
of the Legislature by the Constitution, but it im¬ 
poses the further limitthat all legislation shall also 
be consistent with the provisions of the act that 
created the Legislature. The one is just as clear, 
just as express, as the other. Every legislative 
act which conflicts with the organic law, is here 
made void for want of power in the Legislature; 
just as much, and for the same reason, that it 
would be void if it conflicted with the Constitu¬ 
tion. The organic act is here made a part of 
the Consti ution of the Territory, and is supreme 
over its Legislature. And this must have beer 
so in the nature of things, in the absence oi 
any provision in the organic law upon the sub¬ 
ject. For either the organic act, or the Legis 
lature, must be supreme; both cannot be. But 
the.organic act created the Legislature, anc 
could not therefore clothe it with greater power 
than itself had, and could not make it supreuu 
over itself. But enough for us is the expres. 
limit found in so many words, and entirely over 
looked, not only by the gentleman from Missis 
sippi, [Mr. Lamar,] but by the President him 
self. 

Now, the organic act nowhere provides for 
its own subversion, or for the substitution oi 
another Government in its place. It is the 
charter of the Territory, and is to be annulled 
only by the power which created it, acting upon 
it directly by repeal or modification, or indi¬ 
rectly by the admission of the Territory into 
the Union with a State Constitution, which is 
itself a repeal, It needs no argument to show 
that the Legislature could not delegate to a 
Convention powers which it did not itself pcs 
sess. Nor does it admit of any greater doubt 
that to form a Constitution and State Govern¬ 
ment is to act inconsistently with the organic 


law. It is an attempt to transfer the executive 
and legislative power, the whole machinery of 
Government, into new hands, and if put in op¬ 
eration would subvert all Territorial rule. I 
have the authority of the President for this po¬ 
sition, if there were room for question. He 
says, an attempt has been made to set up a To¬ 
peka Constitution which is “ revolutionary ” and 
“subversive of the Territorial Government;” 
ar.d adherence to it is on that gronnd called 
“ treasonable pertinacity.'’ And the only rea¬ 
son why he does not find the Lecompton Con¬ 
stitution in the same category is, that in his 
opinion it has legislative sanction. I am in¬ 
quiring whence that authority comes, and I 
deny its existence; for the Legislature is ex¬ 
pressly prohibited its exercise. 

There is another clause in the organic act, 
often quoted, from which it is thought by some 
that authority is derived to form a Constitution 
and State Government without any further en¬ 
abling act. That clause is the celebrated one 
which “leaves the people thereof perfectly free 
‘ to form and regulate their domestic institu- 
‘ tions in their own way, subject only to the 
‘ Constitution of the United States.” Those 
who claim that, under this clause, the Legisla 
ture has authority to create a Convention clothed 
with power to form a Constitution and State 
Government, claim for the Legislature nothing 
less than power unlimited save by the Constitu¬ 
tion of the United States, and forget that by a 
subsequent section the power of the same Leg¬ 
islature is restricted to consistency with the 
organic act precisely as it is to the Constitution. 
If the Legislature has power, under this clause, 
to initiate a State Government subverting the 
organic act itself, then it would have authority, 
under the same clause, to provide for the elec¬ 
tion of a Territorial Governor by the people, 
or to dispense with the presence of such a func¬ 
tionary altogether, or any of his official dnties 
like the approval of an act of the Legislature. 
All this would be “their own way” of doing 
business, and would certainly be no more sub¬ 
versive of the organic act than the formation 
of an entirely new Government. Does any one 
claim, that if the Territorial Legislature of Kan¬ 
sas should declare that its acts should be valid 
without the approval of the Governor or a vote 
of two-thirds, such acts would be of any bind¬ 
ing force? And why not? That would be 
“ their own way.” The answer is, that the or¬ 
ganic law has taken this power away from the 
Legislature, and clothed the Governor with a 
veto upon all their acts, to be overridden only 
by a vote of two-thirds. So, too, has it taken - 
away, or rather, never granted, the power to 
make a Constitution. If the organic act haa 
created a Legislature supreme over itself, it is 
a felo de se. It was but at the beginning of 
this session, and in his annual meBBage, that 
the President himself claimed that the full in¬ 
tent and force of this clanse was exhausted by 
an offer to the people of a vote upon the ques¬ 
tion of Slavery merely, without, at that time, 
the slightest pretence that it had the force of an 
enabling act. 

Whatever else, after all, may be “the true 
intent and meaning” of this clause of the or¬ 
ganic law which has so puzzled the brains of 
politicians, it was never intended to make the 
Legislature “perfectly free;” for the power of 
rhat body is limited elsewhere, in express terms. 
And the perfect freedom here created is for 
“ the people thereof;” not in or through their 
Legislature, which by the same law is not per¬ 
fectly free, but limited and restricted. If, there¬ 
fore, the Lecompton Convention gets legal ex- 
stence and lawful authority from this clause, it 
is not through the limited powers of the Legis- 
'ature which created it, and the forms of their 
law which they had no power to enact, but 
through that perfect freedom of “the people 
thereof,” outside of and above any Territorial 
enactment, which has been vouchsafed to that 
people by this clause of the organic act. And 
thus Lecompton, like Topeka, is driven, for its 
authority to make a Constitution, to the people, 
outside of Territorial enactment. In this par¬ 
ticular, these two Constitutions take their stand 
aide by side. If the one be “rebellious,” “rev¬ 
olutionary,” “treasonable,” so is the other. Un¬ 
der and by virtue of any anthority imparted to 
either by the organic act, or any of its agencies, 
they must stand orfall together. They are both 
nothing more nor less than manifestations to 
some extent—what that extent, as to each, may 
be, I shall inquire hereafter; but to some ex¬ 
tent,—of the popular will in the Territory, per¬ 
mitted by the organic act, as everywhere else 
under our free institutions, so long as they do 
not assume the functions of government in sub¬ 
version of established laws. 

I have inquired, not whether this Constitution 
comes here under the forms of law, but, rather, 
whether it iB here clothed with the majesty and 
authority of law. I do not question any man’s 
power to use the forms of law; but they are 
empty words, a dead letter, until the constitu¬ 
ted authorities, with creative power, breathe 
into them the breath of life. The Kansas Leg¬ 
islature, as well as an individual, may put upon 
paper what it pleases; but whatever of its de¬ 
crees conflict with the organic act, fall still-born; 
for it is forbidden, by the hand that created it, 
from impairing one jot or tittle of that charter- 
Nor do I question that the people of Kansas 
may form a State Constitution without further 
legislation by Congress, and be admitted into 
the Union under it, if that Constitution shall be 
“the sense of the people to be affected by it;” 
but not by means of any enactment of the Ter¬ 
ritorial Legislftinre having any force as law, 
for the Legislature is forbidden to speak author¬ 
itatively on that subject. The conclusion, 
therefore, is inevitable, that just so far as the 
Lecompton Convention claimed from legislative 
enactment authority to form a State Constitu¬ 
tion, just so far it is without foundation. The 
attempt, therefore, in the message, to commend 
to ns the Lecompton Constitution as the crea¬ 
ture of law, and as an emanation from the law- 


fortk in their nakedness, uncloaked and unsup¬ 
ported by legal sanction. The law, thank God, 
has as yet refused to lend its instrumentality to 
this work—has, as yet, given no aid or comfort 
to this undertaking; and it must stand, if at 
all, on some other foundation. 

But, sir, I have not quite done with this 
point. If further argument were necessary to 
show the utter failure of the attempt on the part 
of the President to bolster up this sickly instru¬ 
ment with legal sanction, it is furnished us in 
the means to which he resets to maintain his 
position. An honest argument is based upon 
an honest foundation. Reason and logic, as 
well as honesty, hold us to the truth just so long 
as the truth will serve our purposes; and when 
we turn our fpotsteps aside from her rugged 
pathway, we make proclamation to the world 
that we cannot reach our journey's end under 
her guidance. Now, by what process does the 
President undertake to convince ns and the 
country that the Kansas-Nebraska act author¬ 
ized the Legislature of Kansas to create the 
Lecompton Convention, clothed with power to 
frame a Constitution and State Government ? 
Here.are his words, in quoting from that law to 
sustain his position: 

“ That this law recognised the right of the 
‘ people of the Territory, without any enabling 
1 act from Congress, to form a State Consiitu- 
‘ tion, is too clear for argument. For Congress 
‘ ‘ to leave the people of the Territory perfectly 
‘ free,’ in framing their Constitution, ‘ to form 
1 and regulate their domestic institutions- in 
‘ their own way, subject only to the Constitu- 
‘ tion of the United States,’ and then to say 
‘ that they shall not be permitted to proceed aud 
1 frame a Constitution in their own way without 
1 an express authority from Congress, appears 
‘ to be almost a contradiction in terms.” 

Now, I agree with the President, that there 
appears in this paragraph, as thus quoted, 

almost a contradiction in terms.” But some¬ 
thing else appears in this paragraph, less ex 
cusable than a contradiction in terms—and that 
is an interpolation into the organic act. Tne 
words, “ in framing their Constitution,” which 
I have quoted from this message, are not to be 
found in the Kansas-Nebraska act, and have 
been here foisted in between the words of that 
act by the President himself. I will not stop 
to characterize such a proceeding in the terms 
which honesty and truth and justice demand— 
for I have to do, at this moment, merely with 
the legal argument of the President. And I 
say that the necessities of that argument re¬ 
quired that something for its support should be 
put into the organic act not there before. Such 
a reading, unparalleled as it is in the history of 
official communications to Congress, would 
never have been resorted to but from the con¬ 
viction of its author that there was nothing in 
the text without it to support the assumptions 
of the message. Itis a proclamation, made in 
the fore front of that remarkable document, 
that it cannot stand upon the statute as it is. I 
therefore summon the President himself upon 
the stand, and in this communication, which he 
haa made to ns, I produce his confession that 
he can find no law of the land upon which, as 


it is upon the statute-book, can this Lecompton 
Constitution be maintained. 

And now, Bir, I pass to the second subject of 
inquiry. If, then, the Lecompton Constitution 
does not come here recommended by the authority 
of law, I desire to know whether it comes here 
as the choice of a majority of the people of 
that ill-fated Territory ? I desire to know if the 
want of legal authority to frame this Constitu¬ 
tion is cured, as it may be, by the fact that it 
is the voice of the people whose rights it assumes 
to regulate and control? Or, whether we are 
not called upon to force upon an unwilling, a 
protesting, aud resisting people, a frame of gov¬ 
ernment founded neither upon the law under 
which they live, nor the will of those on whom 
it lays its fetters ? 

This is a question of fact, and must depend 
upon the testimony ; it is a question, too, which 
underlies all the others. To every one who be¬ 
lieves that all Governments derive their just 
anthority from the consent of the governed, no 
question can be raised in this controversy of 
greater magnitude than whether the frame of 
Government about to be fastened upon the 
people of Kansas has their assent, and embod¬ 
ies their will. AH informalities may be waived, 
if it be but the people that speak. Compared 
with this question, it matters little where this 
Constitution originated—whether in the city of 
Washington or in the office of the Surveyor 
General of Kansas. But it does matter, unless 
we care to forego and forget the fundamental 
principle of all free government, whether the 
people of Kansas, who are to live under this 
Constitution, desire it or not. One would sup¬ 
pose that, before recommending the admission 
of Kansas under and subject to this Constitu¬ 
tion, the Executive would have spared no pains, 
nor omitted any effort, to have made certain, 
and communicated to this House, the one grand 
and transcendent fact, before which all oppo¬ 
sition should have paled and cowered, that the 
people of the Territory desire to take upon 
themselves this as their organic law. Yet, sir, 
when we turn to the message for information 
upon this point, we find that the President has 
none to give. There is a great deal else in that 
document, but not one word on the question 
whether the people of Kansas really do or do 
not want this Government. There is much 
special pleading in it, as to how a people may 
seem to want what they really do not want— 
how they may be estopped from saying what 
they do want, and as to whose fault it is that 
this or that thing has been done, or has not been 
done—but not one word, from the beginning to 
the end of the message, which would indicate 
the President’s own opinion upon this, the one 
•great fundamental question in this controversy, 
whether the people of Kansas themselves have 
breathed the breath of life into this instru¬ 
ment—whether it stands forth clothed with the 
popular will, quickened by the pulsations of 
the popular heart, and speaking the popular 
voice. Nor has the President lifted his finger 
to ascertain from Kansas what is the popular 
will. He haa communicated to the call of the 
Senate his correspondence with the Governors 
of that Territory, and the orders and instruc 
tions which have been issued to them. And 
there is not to be found among them all the 
desire expressed, on his part, to know what is 
the real popular will in that Territory in refer¬ 
ence to this instrument. In communicating 
this Constitution to us, with his recommenda¬ 
tion that Kansas be admitted under and sub¬ 
ject to it, he nowhere .tells us that it is an ema¬ 
nation from the popular will, or that it is submit¬ 
ted to us in obedience to that will. On the 
contrary, he says he haB received it from John 
Calhoun, and that John Calhoun hopes he will 
submit it to us. Here is his compliance with 
Calhoun's request: 

“ I have received from J. Calhoun, Esq., Pres- 
‘ ident of the late Constitutional Coovention of 
‘ Kansas, a copy, duly certified by himself, of 
‘ the Constitution framed by that body, with the 
‘ expression of a hope that I would submit the 
‘ same to the consideration of Congress, ‘ with 
‘ the view of the admission of Kansas into the 
* Union as an independent State."' 

It is fit that such a man should be the bearer 
of such an instrument. “Fit head for fit body.” 
The man who has been compelled to flee from 
the just indignation of the people he is betray¬ 
ing, guarded by United States dragoons; the 
man who dare not to-day show his head an hour 
in that Territory, except it be within a hollow 
square of soldiers, comes as near as any one 
man can of personifying the true relation be¬ 
tween the people of Kansas and that Constitu¬ 
tion. They hate him, as the chief instrument 
chosen by their oppressors to do their work, 
and they detest and loathe and hate this, the 
workmanship of hiB hands. Now, is it not a 
little remarkable that the Chief Magistrate of a 
people which achieved its national existence in 
the assertion of the principle that all authority 
over freemen obtains its life from the consent 
of the governed, should have had his mind so 
turned away from this, the true issue, as not 
even to have raised the inquiry, whether the 
people who are to live under this Constitution 
do themselves actually choose it or not ? Is it 
not stranger still, that the ear of the President 
has become so duU to the key-note of that 
grand old anthem sung in Independence Hall, 
that he has never heard that, while we have 
been discussing this subject in this body, the 
freemen of Kansas have walked up to the bal¬ 
lot-box, ten thousand strong, and set the seal 
of their condemnation upon the very instru¬ 
ment he is urging ns to impose upon the necks 
of the very people who have thus rejected it 
with scorn and contempt ? 

I cannot stop to criticize the President’s ex¬ 
cuse for not having heard of this judgment en¬ 
tered up against the Lecompton Constitution— 
that he “ had received no official information ” 
of it; nor to reconcile that excuse with what 
he does communicate that he has heard, trans¬ 
piring at the same election: of a large majori¬ 
ty of the opponents of this Constitution voting 
under it for State officers. Can he not hear of 
the one vote as well as the other, happening on 
the same day ? If he have any other ears than 
official ones, it may well be asked why they 
have not caught the thunder tones of the ten 
thousand majority against the Lecompton Con¬ 
stitution, as well as the insignificant inconsist¬ 
ency with which he has troubled himself of 
Free State men at that same election, in voting 
first against the Constitution, and then for offi¬ 
cers under it. If this can reach him from un¬ 
official sources, has he no ears to hear that 
other solemn, all-controlling adjudication of 
the whole people against this instrument ? 

But another chapter in this history here opens, 
as marvellous as any which have preceded it 
and in perfect keeping with them all. In the 
profound silence of the message upon the ex¬ 
pressed will of the people, in the Btrange reve¬ 
lations of the Executive documents that not a 
finger has been raised nor an ear opened to 
learn that will; and in the presence of that 
other fact, which has travelled here without 
executive aid, and in spite of executive docu¬ 
ments piled up to wall it out, that the people 
have written on that instrument, in letters which 
will burn through it, that by ten thousand ma¬ 
jority they have registered their vow that they 
will never submit to it; and have driven the 
guilty perpetrators of this outrage upon their 
rights in ignominious flight from their borders; 
amid all these factB, and allegations more seri¬ 
ous, the friends of the Administration rush to 
the aid of the Executive in attempting to stifle 
all inquiry as to what all these things mean; 
and whether we are not called upon to fasten, 
by the strong arm of power, a Constitution, 
which they loathe and hate, upon a people who 
have a sacred right themselves to make the laws 
they are called upon to obey. There was a 
time when the Representatives of the people 
would have been as sensitive to such a touch 
as the apple of the eye. Now they are quick 
only to conceal it. But no subterfuge can 
change or blot out these facts. The solemn 
judgment of the.people of Kansas is written on 
this Constitution, and will be known and read 
of all men. We may wrangle as .long as wd 
please, with dictionaries and tomes at our el¬ 
bow, as to the effect of this vote upon the legality 
of the Constitution; but the proposition that 
the Legislature of Kansas cannot provide for 
“ taking the sense of the people” upon that in¬ 
strument, and that that sense, when taken, can¬ 
not be known, haa foundation neither in law 
nor common sense. The Constitution may, 
nevertheless, stand. So will the “ sense of the 
people” stand, and it will be known as the sense 
of the people. Whatever investigation you 
may resist or stifle here, it will in no way alter 
or wipe out these truths. This charge of at-1 
tempting to force, at the point of the bayonet, a 
Constitution upon an unwilling people, is brand¬ 
ed upon your brew, and the blood spilt in the 
work will be fGund on your own hands. It will 
be of very little use for you to cry, 

“ Out, damned spot! ” 

The potency of that party shibboleth—Democ¬ 
racy—may be again, for the thousandth time, 
invoked; the cry of popular sovereignty may 
be unceasingly rung; but the truth will remain 


unaltered, that, in the name of all these, Liberty 
has been trampled in the dust, and fetters forged 
for her unwilling limbs. In olden time, the 
philosopher was persecuted and beaten and cast 
into prison, till “he was compelled to deny j 
himself; but the earth moved on, nevertheless, 
and the great truths he had enunciated took 
upon themselves immortality, regardless of his . 
own puny efforts to call them back. There is 
an immortality of infamy as well as of glory, j 
No matter by what party thumbscrew you may 
subject the refractory, or by what arts yon may 
ply the supple, till, by your votes, the record Bhall 
show no evidence of the foul wrong within this 
Hall; still it will work no change on these 
truths, and the outrage remains, nevertheless, 
bald and naked, never to pass out of sight till 
avenged or redressed. 

This very attempt to stifle investigation and 
choke inquiry, is itself a confession. It iB not 
because investigation will refute, but because 
it will sustain these charges, that it is resisted. 
The reason why men love darkness rather than' 
light is made no more certain by the pen of 
inspiration than by the course of the Adminis¬ 
tration upon this question. The very message 
under consideration contains ample proof, not 
only in what it takes vain care to conceal, but 
also in what it makes haste to communicate, of 
the truth of the charge of attempting, through 
the Lecompton Constitution, to crush out pop¬ 
ular sovereignty and the right of self-govern¬ 
ment in Kansas, which is now laid at the door 
of this Administration. The President cannot 
state his case, but he states himself out of court. 
When he tells us that the people of Kansas are 
in a state of rebellion, and acknowledges the 
difficulty of making the American people real¬ 
ize the fact, attributing it to a great delusion, 
let him show what the people of Kansas have 
to rebel against, if they have been left “ perfect¬ 
ly free to form their own institutions in their 
own way,” and he will remove the delusion. 
Men do not rebel against themselves, nor the 
work of their own hands. When he tells us 
that the established order of things in Kansas 
“ would have been long since subverted ” by 
any portion of the people sufficient to subvert 
it, had it not been protected by United States 
bayonets, he proclaims, in the same sentence, 
that the power which created, as well as the 
power which sustains, that order of things, never 
emanated from the people of Kansas. For 
men do not pillage, nor pollute, nor pull down, 
the temple of their own rearing. When hb an¬ 
nounces that a form of government, twice 
ratified by the people, “ is in direct opposition 
to the existing Government,” and that it 
requires, to keep it down, the constant presence 
of United States dragoons in a Territory “ left 
perfectly free” to manage its own affairs in its 
own way, he confesses, in the same breath, that 
the standing army has been used to crush out 
the exercise of that right of self-government, 
the struggle to achieve which commenced in 
blood at Concord, and ended in triumph at 
Yorktown. Why is it that this home Govern- 
ment of ours does not require the constant 
presence of armed men to preserve and protect 
it ? Why is it not necessary for the Chief 
Magistrate of the nation, when he goes forth 
upon the Avenue, to surround himself with 
gens d’armes, bristling with steel, to protect and 
rescue him from the deadly missives of the 
populace ? Why is it that the approaches to 
this Hall are not guarded by soldiers, between 
whose bayonets we might march in and out 
from our deliberations here, shielded from the 
passions of men without ? Why is it that the 
Judiciary, from the highest tribunal at the Cap¬ 
itol to the humblest magistrate in the remotest j 
hamlet, sits secure in the seat of justice, calmly 
deliberating and fearlessly pronouncing decrees 
to which all the people bow in silence ? Why 
is it that a standing army, equal in numbers and 
power to the extent and greatness of this Gov¬ 
ernment, is not spread over the land, from this 
centre to the outermost borders, to uphold, by 
its strong arm, the authority of law, and to awe 
by its imposing presence the people into sub¬ 
mission ? The answer to all this is apparent; 
and I invoke its application to Kansas. The 
strength of this Government is in the consent of 
the governed. Without this all-pervading ele¬ 
ment, it could not survive an hour. The fair 
fabric would tumble in ruins over our heads, 
and the bonds which bind us together would 
part like smoking flax. No matter in what 
garb this Constitution comes here, nor from 
what authority it professes to emanate, if it 
requires the continual presence of the army to 
preserve and protect that authority among the 
people of Kansas, then, I say, it never came 
from that people. When, therefore, the Pres¬ 
ident declares, in this message, that the army 
is necessary to maintain that authority, he con¬ 
fesses that the people never breathed into it 
the breath of life, and all. the world will enter 
up judgment upon that confession. 

The Lecompton Constitution, therefore, comes 
to us without the sanction of legal authority; 
and equally without that other sanction—the 
will of the people—which, under the circum¬ 
stances, is higher and more sacred than all the 
forms of law. Without this seal, I cannot take 
it; without this baptism, I can hold no com¬ 
munion with it; and without this anointing, 

I eschew it. 

Now, sir, the real reason why this Constitu¬ 
tion is thus urged upon us, is just as apparent 
as the falsity of the pretended one. It banishes 
free institutions, and forever fastens Slavery 
upon that virgin soil. No man who has eyes 
to see, or ears to hear, need fail to understand, 
whether it be to justify or to condemn. No 
man can longer doubt, but at tbe expense of 
his common sense. I can understand and ap¬ 
preciate the zeal of Southern men for the con¬ 
summation of this work. It is the legitimate 
fruit of Slavery. That institution can bear no 
better. And when a man has lived all his life 
among slave institutions, and has never seen 
the effect of freedom upon the whole man— 
physical, intellectual, and moral—never him¬ 
self breathed the invigorating atmosphere of 
free institutions—I can understand how such a 
man may come to actually believe that the 
forms of “a republican Government, sur¬ 
rounded by slave institutions, would be the 
highest type of civilization.” [Mr. Lamar.] 
And I may respect him for the frankness of I 
the avowal, however much I may regret the 
misfortune of his life which has led to such con¬ 
victions. I can even hear from the lips of a 
man of such an education and life, that he has 
“a sovereign contempt for the memory of the 
Pilgrim Fathers,” [Mr. Shorter,] with no 
other emotions than the one of pity for him, 
and the other of gratitude to God, as one of the 
descendants of that immortal band, that their 
memory does merit the contempt of the lords of 
the lash and the founders of a colored aristocra¬ 
cy. But I fail to comprehend how it is possi¬ 
ble for a man now in the decline of a life 
which had its origin in one of the noblest of 
the free States—who was reared under the 
shadow of free institutions—has watched their 
growth in all that makes a State great and 
glorious—has witnessed, under their expand¬ 
ing influence, Commonwealths spring out of the 
wilderness into the full maturity of manhood, 
guarantying to all the people thereof the Gad- 
given rights of freemen, all the branches of in¬ 
dustry taking life and bearing fruit in their 
soil, and comfort and competence smiling on 
every hearthstone in all their borders—I say, 

I cannot understand, it is utterly incomprehen¬ 
sible to me, how such a man, false to all these 
noble affinities, can undertake, from high posi¬ 
tion and power, to crush out free institutions, 
and force in their stead, upon an unwilling 
and resisting people, Slavery, with all its at¬ 
tendant train of curses and woes and misery. 

The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Clemens,] 
in an effort to turn public attention away from 
the astounding doctrines of this message by elo¬ 
quent personal eulogy, told us imploringly that 
the President “ is now upon his political trial.” 

I wish this were so, and this were all. But, sir, 
yon put the President on his political trial for 
years before yon clothed him with power to do 
this work. And he long since gave indubitable 
proof that he could be trusted for the accom¬ 
plishment of any work that Slavery should de 
mand at his hand. And then it waB, but not 
till then, that he was permitted to wear the im¬ 
perial purple. There is, nevertheless, a trial ®f 
quite another sort. More than one hundred 
thousand freemen in Kansas, and the institu¬ 
tions under which they and their children are 
to live till the remotest generation, and till mil¬ 
lions shall people that fair land, making it, for 
good or for evil, a Power upon the earth, are 
this day on their trial. And yet we are told in 
the message that this trial is of “ not the slight- 
1 est importance ” to them, and is a “ cause, so 
1 far as the interests of Kansas are concerned, 

‘ more trifling and insignificant than has ever 
‘ stirred the elements of a great people into 
l commotion.” The answer of the President, 
when it is shown that half the counties of that 
great Territory have been disfranchised, is that 
they were only “ a comparatively few voters.” 
And the cool reply from the same high source 
to all opposition is, that “the affairs of this 


■ Territory have already engrossed an undue 
‘ proportion of public attention; ” and the peo¬ 
ple whom this decision affects are only “a few 
thousand inhabitants of Kansas 1 ” 

And in betrayal of this people the message 
bids us, who are bound by the high behests of 
duty, let the consequences be what they may, 
to take counsel of our fears. It tells us that, 
unless we now consummate this outrage which 
has been ripening under the fostering care of- 
the Executive for years, “ no man can foretell 
the consequences;” that “agitation upon this 
‘ dangerous subject will be renewed in a more 
‘ alarming form than it has ever yet assumed;” 
that just in proportion as this question is insig¬ 
nificant to the few thousand people of Kansas, 
who detest this Constitution, “for this very 
reason”—that is, because it is an insignificant 
question— 

“ The rejection of the Constitution will be so 
‘ much the more keenly felt by the people of 
‘ fourteen of the States of this Union where 
‘ Slavery is recognised under the Constitution 
‘ of the United States.” 

I wish, in passing, to inquire which of the 
fifteen slave 8tates it is whose people have been 
counted out here, and have determined not only 
not to dissolve the Union, but not even to “feel 
keenly” if this foul scheme shall fail. Per¬ 
haps the Representatives of that State here can 
inform the country. And, lastly, we are told 
by the President, that unless this bald crime 
against human rights shall be perpetrated, 
“dark and ominous clouds,” which he seems to 
see already “impending over the Union,” are 
to “ become darker and more ominous than any 
‘ which have ever yet threatened the Constitu- 
‘ tion and the Union.” I do not share these fears 
of the President—I do not see these clouds. I 
shall be slow to believe that the perpetuity of 
this Union requires the sanction of this fraud. 
But if I did share these fears, I should be dere¬ 
lict of duty if I took counsel of them. If I saw 
these clouds, I should still find no justification 
for the abandonment of right, in the apprehen¬ 
sion that else they might break over my head. 
This doctrine has been preached to ns quite too 
often already—it was never sound, and has 
begotten many a peril, without ever averting a 
Bingle one. It can answer no further ends. 

The President’s hopes, too, are aB vain as his 
fears. How empty the expectation that “ do¬ 
mestic peace will be the happy consequence of 
this admission,” or that it “would restore peace 
and quiet to the whole country,” or that the 
troops of the United States could then be with¬ 
drawn from Kansas. Peace comes not of 
schemes thus founded in wrong, and carried 
out by fraud and force. Commotion and con¬ 
flict more terrible than those which have al¬ 
ready shamed and shocked the country, will be 
the fruit gathered of such a sowing. “ He that 
Boweth the wind,” shall moBt assuredly “ reap 
the whirlwind.” You may cry peace! peace 1 
but to yon, who daub with this untempered mor¬ 
tar, there can be no peace. 

Does the President hope, before the bar of 
inexorable Justice, to escape the sure condem¬ 
nation of one who, with foil knowledge of fraud, 
aids in its consummation—of one who feeds 
and fattens and hugs to his bosom the perpe¬ 
trators of robberies, of rapes, and of murders, 
while their hands are still reeking with crime ? 
He knows the foul wrongs which gave birth to 
this Constitution, and the infamous outrages 
upon which it has fed; and, with full knowl¬ 
edge, by this message he adopts and makes 
them all his own. Thus, voluntarily taking 
upon himself the responsibility for all the black 
and damning plots and schemes and frauds and 
crimes which have brought the Lecompton 
Constitution here, he goes for trial before that 
august tribunal, the American People, and I 
patiently await the verdict. 


The Republican Senators proposed to the 
Administration party an adjournment, prom¬ 
ising to consult concerning the time for the 
termination of the debate, and to announce their 
conclusion formally. The Lecomptonities, re¬ 
jecting the proposition, persisted in trying to 
cut short discussion and force a vote, but at last 
yielded, and agreed to the proposition of the 
minority. 

Monday, March 15, 1868. 

Mr. Green said the bill had been more amply 
discussed than was the Kansas-Nebraska bill, 
when only three days were allowed. Minorities 
have their rights—majorities their responsibil¬ 
ities. We are resolved to take the responsibil¬ 
ity. The good of the North, of the South, and 
the whole country, requires it. Postponement 
will subserve no public good. The subject is 
as well understood to night as it will be when 
tbe Senators from New York, from New Hamp¬ 
shire, and from Massachusetts, shall have 
spoken. 

Mr. Wilson. When the Senator from Mis¬ 
souri made his report on the 18th of February, 
he pledged himself that Senators should have a 
full opportunity for discussion. Every Senator 
has a right to speak, and to speak in proper 
hours. Fourteen Senators, opposed to the Le¬ 
compton swindle, intend to address the Senate, 
and by a session of six hours each day the 
subject may be terminated this week, or at all 
events within one week from now. If yon ad¬ 
journ at once, we will consult and let you 
know what we will do. 

Mr. Benjamin thought gentlemen on the 
Democratic side would not object to an ad¬ 
journment, if gentlemen on the other side will 
say that to-morrow they will name some day 
this week for taking the final vote, or otherwise 
assent to a permanent session until the ques¬ 
tion was decided. ’ 

Mr. Hamlin thought, considering the number 
to speak and the amendments to come, Mon¬ 
day would be a better day to close the debate. 
He approved of the suggestion to adjourn over 
and consnlt. 

Mr. Seward was not going to make an agree¬ 
ment to night for his associates, nor assent to 
their making one for him, for the reason that, 
as the debate proceeds, it comes out by degrees 
that the majority intend to press the question 
to a vote to night, unless the minority will con¬ 
sent to fix a day. We would be willing to name 
a day, but not without consultation. It is im¬ 
possible to decide without consultation. The 
main question might be taken at any moment, 
were he to leave the Chamber. The minority 
is entitled to consultation. He would not, 
could not, be drawn into any factious opposi¬ 
tion to the public business. The crashing 
process had no terrors for him. He was ac¬ 
customed to it, and had seen the party crashed 
grow stronger. Such a question as the present 
had not been here since 1850. Great men were 
here then, and they undertook to bring in Cal¬ 
ifornia. The great debate began on the first 
day of the session of 1849. The leader of the 
Senate promised that every man should be 
heard. That promise was faithfully kept, and 
the bill passed on the 13th of August. This 
debate began just fifteen days ago, which, less 
Sundays and adjournments, gave but ten busi¬ 
ness days, a time entirely too short; and of 
that, one-half was consumed by the opposition. 
He wished to correct the idea that this debate 
began in December. He thought it best not to 
come to a vote now, because there are Senators 
who desire to speak, and have a right to be 
heard. He closed with giving the assurance 
that the subject should be taken up in the 
morning, and an honest answer given, by which 
he supposed all persons would be bound. 

Mr. Brown, after consultation, said he was 
disposed to assent to this, if he understood the 
proposal definitely. 

Mr. Wilson said that other parties and the 
Americans had to be consulted. 

Mr. Hale suggested that, though his party 
would have to take care of the Americans and 
seceding Democrats, they had not got them 
yet, and So his party could only answer for 
themselves. 

Mr. Kennedy said the Americans were ready 
to take a vote to-night. The country is worn 
out on the subject. 

Mr. Brown said the most extreme concession 
of the Democratic party is to take the vote on 
Saturday, while the other party propose Mon¬ 
day. He thought that Senators could hardly 
hold out on this difference. The leading men 
on the other side have made a promise, and he, 
[Brown,] being dependent on no party influence, 
telt free to say he thought his friends should 
accept it. 

Mr. Cameron repeated, that they would con¬ 
sult to-morrow, and bring an honest and fair 
answer. 

Mr. Wade said, after the words “ crush out ” 
were uttered, all hope of reconciliation with 
him had gone. He might be outvoted, but he 
could not be crushed Out. He would rather 
die in his place than humiliate himself and his 
constituents. He could die, but could not be 
conquered. So help him God, he would not be 
crushed out. 


Mr. Hamlin said, if they could not agree, he 
thought his friends would not oppose with fac¬ 
tions motions to adjourn. 

Mr. Mason recapitulated the terms of the 
agreement, namely, that the Republicans 
should consult to-morrow, and give a frank an¬ 
swer whether or not they can vote on Monday 
next, and that, unless they do this, the Demo¬ 
crats may take such action as to, them may 
seem fit. If he had correctly understood the 
agreement, he would move that the Senate ad- 

Subsequently, the motion was withdrawn. 

Messrs. Seward and Hamlin said the terms 
of the agreement had been correctly stated. 

A Senator objected to being bound by the 
promise of any gentleman who said he should 
bind him if he did not express dissent. 

Mr. Pugh denied that the gentleman had a 
right to speak against time. He [Pugh] would, 
if in a minority, always assent to the just de¬ 
cisions of a majority, but.would never be bound 
by a deo-iion of the minority. 

Mr. Wilson thought Senators should assent 
to an adjournment. His party had had no con¬ 
sultations. They did not know that a vote 
would be taken to-day. He had consulted with 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Hunter,] 
and he [Hunter] did not think it likely that a 
vote would be taken this week. Besides, it was 
understood that the gentleman from Illinois 
wished- to speak; but he was sick, and could 
not possibly do so this week. Mr. Wilson 
thought gentlemen should have confidence, 
after the assurances that had been made. 

A vote was then taken on a motion of Mr. 
Wilson to adjourn. 

Motion lost, by yeas 18, nays 23. 

Mr. Seward then moved an adjournment. 

Motion lost, by yeas 18, nays 22. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, Mr. Clark was per¬ 
mitted to resume, with the understanding that 
when he concluded the Senate might adjourn. 

Mr. Clark said the Senator from Georgia 
would find it hard work to crush out twenty 
Northern Senators. A different class of men 
now come from the North—men who will not 
bow down and yield. They are sent not to 
bow down, but to stand np; and the more 
von crush them, the more they will stand. 
Had Senators on the other side persevered, 
he would have spoken to the day of doom, 
if he could have lived so long. But as they 
had been courteous, he would meet them half 
way. Referring to the President’s assertion, 
that the passage of the Lecompton Consti¬ 
tution would bring peace and quietness, he 
said it is always to be peace and quietness to 
pass measure after measure. The dove comes 
with the olive branch, and we take it into the 
ark, but no peace or quiet follows. He had 
various amendments to consider, and had an 
amendment of his own to propose, which was 
to tack on the old Missouri Compromise. Un¬ 
der these amendments he would have gone 
into the debate fully. We are told that Slavery 
cannot exist in Kansas—but Kansas is no 
further north than Missouri, and if Slavery is 
profitable there, it will be in Kansas. After 
farther remarks on this point, he turned to his 
own State (New Hampshire,) once, he said, the 
Gibraltar of the Democracy, but now turned 
squarely round on the subject of Slavery. 
Referring to the recent election there, he added, 
she has now fixed her position as a Republi¬ 
can State, and there she will remain. She 
changes only once in a generation. He closed 
by warning the Senate, that as they failed in 
1862 and 1866, so they would fail by the ad¬ 
mission of Kansas with the Lecompton Consti¬ 
tution. Referring to the figure in Mr. Hunter’s 
speech, of the eagles gathering to the feast of 
empire, he protested against that vision. Let 
the youngest eagle of them all, said he, stay at 
home, and not seek to feed on carrion Europe. 
He would not have our armies marching 
through Mexico and Central America to the 
Amazon. They might do it, but it would only 
be by subjugating our fellow-men and extend¬ 
ing the area of Slavery. We ought not to for¬ 
get that “ the nation that sinneth shall die.” 

March 16,1A.M. 

Mr. Doolittle moved an adjournment. 

Motion lost, by yeas 11, nays 21. 

Mr. Foster moved the further postponement 
of the subject until-morrow. 

Mr. Hamlin and Mr. Green then exchanged 
explanations in reference to a conversation 
they had, with the view of coming to an ar¬ 
rangement. 

Mr. Green declared, that unless he could have 
a distinct understanding that a vote should be 
taken on Monday, he would go on. 

Mr. Cameron asked, “ Who is the gentleman 
from Missouri? He is but our peer. Is he 
commander of the Senate majority that ad¬ 
journed over from Thursday to Tuesday to at¬ 
tend a political pageant at Richmond ? ” 

Mr. Green. That is not true. 

Mr. Cameron. Do I understand the gentle¬ 
man to say that I state what is not true ? 

Mr. Green. I said so. 

The Vice President called both Senators to 
order. 

Mr. Cameron. The Senator has applied 
harsh language to me. I will also use harsh 
terms, and say it is an untruth. 

Mr. Green. You are a liar. 

The Vice President again called both gentle¬ 
men to order. 

Mr. Cameron asked the pardon of the Senate 
for having done what the Senate says is not 
right, though he (Cameron) still thought that 
he was not wrong. For anything I said to that 
gentleman (Green) I am responsible. 

Mr. Green denied that he arrogated to him¬ 
self to dictate to members. The Senator does 
me injustice, and he knows that he does me in¬ 
justice. He (Green) was man enough to meet 
him (Cameron) or any other man. The Blan¬ 
der of the Senator will reveberate on his own 
head. 

The Vice President again emphatically called 
the gentlemen to order. 

Mr. Green said he had said enough to the 
Senator in this chamber. Out of the Senate 
chamber he would use toward him a more ap¬ 
propriate epithet—the epithet which belongs to 
the West. He would not longer infringe the 
propriety of the Senate. If there is any ani¬ 
mosity to settle, it must be done outside. He 
did not go to the other side of the chamber to 
dictate, but to ask when it would be agreeable 
to them to have a vote. He did not go indi¬ 
vidually, but as the agent of a committee. He 
would (snapping his fingers as he spoke) settle 
the matter with the Senator in five minutes out¬ 
side. 

Mr. Cameron said the Senator’s remarks had 
no effect upon him. He was able to take care 
of himself. All this discussion had been pro¬ 
tracted by the majority. 

Mr. Broderick. It is evident that the majori¬ 
ty have resolved to sit here until the adjourn¬ 
ment. The Senator from Michigan (Stuart) 
had gone home, which is fortunate, as he will 
be here early in the morning. He suggested 
that the gentlemen on his side of the chamber 
make no further concessions or compromises. 

Mr. Doolittle moved an adjournment. 

Motion lost, by yeas 9, nays 20. 

Mr. Slidell then moved an adjournment. 

Motiod lost, by yeas 15, nays 20. 

Mr. Slidell afterward changed his vote. 

There being no quorum, Mr. Toombs moved 
that the Sergeant at-arms bring in the absen¬ 
tees. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Doolittle moved that the Senate take a 
recess until 11 A. M., to enable the Sergeant- 
at-arms to bring in the absentees. 

This motion not being in order, he moved to 
adjourn. 

Motion lost, by yeas 8, nays 19. 

2] o’clock A. M .—But one Senator (Doolit¬ 
tle) is in his seat. Mr. Broderick and two other 
Senators are reclining on sofas. In the gallery 
are twenty persons and the reporters. 

Mr. Bigler proceeded to address the Senate, 
Btating that his speech was not for the Senate, 
but his constituents. 

Mr. Bigler spoke for half an hour, when 

Mr. Biggs commenced reading a speech, a 
Senator snoring an audible accompaniment. 

3 o’clock A. M .—But nine Senators are in 
their seats. 

The passage between Messrs. Green and 
Cameron produced a complete stillness in the 
Senate Chamber. Mr. Green exhibited the most 
irritation of the two; while Cameron was cool, 
and, to an unprejudiced looker on, seemed to 
have the best side of the case. The difficulty was 
a mere interlude, and subsided as rapidly as it 
rose. 

When quiet was restored, Mr. Doolittle, speak¬ 
ing to a motion to adjourn, took occasion to re¬ 
fer to the evils of night sessions, which, besides 
obstructing the business, produced an unpleas¬ 
antness that lessened the dignity of the Senate. 

At 3 o’clock, Mr. Biggs defined his position 
as a Senator from North Carolina, as taking no 
extreme views, but as committed to the Le¬ 
compton Constitution. 

Mr. Hamlin moved to adjourn. 


Mr. Slidell, who was in the chair, decided that 
the Senate could not adjourn, inasmuch as a 
resolution was passed for the Sergeant-at-arms 
to bring in the absentees. 

An appeal was taken, and was laid on the 
table—yeas 20, nays 9. 

Things here seemed at a dead look, When 

Mr. Hamlin propounded a given case: If the 
Sergeant-at arms had to go to the several homes 
Ot the absentees in different parts of the coun¬ 
try, is it the opinion of the Chair that Senators 
must sit day and night until he returns ? 

Mr. Slidell. That is the opinion of the Chair, 

Mr. Hamlm complimented the Chair on its 
C0 "E a ff« g^ing such an opinion. 

Mr. Gwin took the chair temporarily, and Mr. 
Slidell spoke m favor of the bill. Alluding to 
Mr. Seward, he spoke of him as the “facile 
pnncipis oi his party, weighing well his 
words, courteous, and carefully refraining from 
saying anything personally offensive to South¬ 
ern men. This makes him the more dangerous 
enemy. Turning to Kansas, he said: Admit 
her under this bill, and in a few weeks all will 
be quiet, and the people of the North will won¬ 
der at the excitement it occasioned. He con¬ 
cluded by advising the cultivation of the har¬ 
mony that prevailed in the early days of the 
Republic. 

Mr. Doolittle moved an adjournment. Re¬ 
jected-yeas 16, nays 22. 

Mr. Wilson moved a postponement until to¬ 
morrow. Rejected—yeas 16, nays 22. 

Mr. Chandler moved a recess for six hours. 
Lost. 

Mr. Houston came in, saying the Senator from 
Georgia had moved that absentees should ren¬ 
der an excuse for their absence. He asked 
what excuse the Senate could render him for 
depriving him of his rest? 

Mr. Wilson moved an adjournment. Lost— 
yeas 14, nays 20. 

Mr. Fessenden moved that the excuses of the 
absentees be taken, dissenting from the decision 
of the Chair, that the Sergeant-at-arms had 
authority to send for absentees. 

The Chair read the rules, and decided that 
they do not authorize the minority to send the 
Sergeant-at arms for the absentees. 

Mr. Toombs dissented from the ruling of the 
Chair. 

Mr. Fessenden withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Seward would like to know where the 
Senator from Georgia was, when absent for 
about a month. The public business suffered 
in his absence. 

Mr. Toombs declined to answer the Senator 
in his private capacity. He was responsible to 
the Senate only. If any one wished to know 
his private affairs, let him ask him in private. 

Four o’clock. —Numerous motions were made, 
the yeas and nays called on each, lasting till 5 
o’clock, when 

Mr. Benjamin said that this is no ordinary 
condition of things; for the first time in the 
annals of the country, a minority dictates to a 
majority, and stops the business of the country. 
He suggested that the majority leave the hall, 
leaving a message for the minority to call them 
back when ready to carry on the public busi¬ 
ness ; this was a revolution, and he wanted the 
country to know it. 

Mr. Hale said the revolution commenced as 
long ago as 1848, when the Oregon bill was de¬ 
bated. 

Mr. Fessenden defined his position. He ac¬ 
cepted the responsibility before the country. 

Messrs. Wade and Simmons spoke in favor 
of adjournment. 

Mr. Toombs spoke against it. 

Mr. Wilson (Mass.) moved a postponement 
until to-morrow. He thought no one would 
gain much by going before the country. The 
Senator from Missouri gave his sacred pledge 
fchafc there would be a fair opportunity to dis 
cuss this bill. Well,'up to this time, there 
have been twelve speeches delivered for the bill, 
and only eight against it. The Senator from 
Illinois intended to speak, but is sick. He [Mr. 
Wilson] had not the slightest doubt but that if 
Republicans had been permitted to hold their 
meeting, they would have come in with a unan¬ 
imous assent to vote on Monday. What will 
force avail you ? 

Give me (he said) a cup of water and a crust 
of bread, and I cab live a month without leav¬ 
ing the Capitol. 

Ten men sitting here can hold you for forty 
days and forty nights. 

Mr. Green asked Mr. Wilson if he [Green] 
had approached him in any but respectful lan¬ 
guage ? 

Mr. WilBon. No. 

Mr. Green again demanded from Mr. Wilson 
a distinct appointment, and a- definite time to 
take a vote. 

Mr. Iverson thought the majority had not 
acted magnanimously in refusing the opportu¬ 
nity asked by the minority for the purpose of 
consulting. He thought the matter might be 
easily arranged by a committee on both sides. 

Mr. Green still insisted, but said, if the op¬ 
position wonld pledge their honor, he might 
perhaps accede. 

Mr. Fessenden and others pledged their hon¬ 
or that they would meet, consult, and fix to 
vote at the earliest day. 

Mr. Green said that might be the first of May, 
June, or July. 

Mr. Fessenden declared that he meant what 
he said, without mental reservation. 

Mr. Green said he understood all that, but 
insisted on naming Kansas—that was the 
largest concession he could make. 

Mr. Broderick was unalterably opposed to 
the admission of Kansas with the Lecompton 
Constitution, He was prepared to accept his 
share of responsibility and endurance. 

Mr. Iverson moved an adjournment—yeas 17, 
nays 17—the President voting nay. It was 
lost. 

Mr. Broderick moved an adjournment—yeas 
15, nays 18. 

Mr. Wilson moved an adjournment. Carried 
by acclamation. 

The Senate then adjourned, at half past 6, till 


recess the Government wonld earnestly direct 
their efforts to the preparation of a bill, which 
would be introdnoed at the next session. 

In conclusion, he expressed the hope that 
when he retired from office, whether the period 
for which he held it was long or short, he wonld 
not be found to have left the country in a worse 
position than he found it. 

Earls Granville and Clarendon defended the 
late Government, and the House adjourned till 
the 15th. 

Sir F. Thesiger assumed the Chancellorship 
as Lord Chelmsford. Mr. Blackburn declined 
the office of Irish Chancellor, and Hon. Joseph 
Napier was appointed. 

The papers are occupied in criticising Lord 
Derby’s speech. The Times says it was all an¬ 
ticipated, and that so long as he does exactly 
what Lord Palmerston wonld have done, had 
he not forfeited his place by that one omission, 
he may be tolerated; bnt the moment he shows 
a will and game of his own, it ib easy to see the 
result. The Mo/ming Post urges that Lord 
Derby not only takes the position, bnt the pol¬ 
icy and the measures and sentiments of Palmer- 
| ston, as an heir takes an inheritance. The 
Daily News describes Lord Derby’s policy on 
the conspiracy bill and the Indian bill aB weak 
and temporizing; and adds, that the weakest and 
worst part of his speech was that in which he 
refused to redeem outstanding pledges, which 
each and all of his three predecessors had 
given, on the subject of an elective reform. 
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The British Paaliament was in session on the 
1st instant. The House of Commons, after the 
transaction of some formalities, adjourned to 
the 12th. 

In the House of Lords, the Earl of Derby 
read his inaugural Ministerial speech, giving 
an insight into his intended policy- 

After stating the grounds upon which he had 
undertaken office and the difficulties which be¬ 
set him, he glanced at the state of the army with 
reference to the Indian war, and said there waB 
yet a most respectable numerical force remain¬ 
ing within the United Kingdom. He had no 
doubt that the exertions of Sir Colin Campbell 
and of the troops under his command wonld 
lead to a successful result; and when the muti¬ 
ny was fully suppressed, it would be the duty of 
the Government to undertake the task of paci¬ 
fying and tranquillizing the Empire. 

He then referred to the Chinese war, and ex¬ 
pressed his satisfaction, notwithstanding he con¬ 
demned the cause of the war, at the success 
which had attended the British arms. He added, 
now that Canton had fallen, it would be the 
duty of the Government to make, with the least 
possible delay, a safe and honorable peace, so 
that the commerce between the country and 
China might be re-established. 

He then adverted to the relations of the Gov¬ 
ernment with France, and urged the necessity 
of remaining on friendly terms. He insisted 
on the importance to France and Europe of the 
Emperor’s life, and indignantly denounced the 
atrocious attempt to assassinate him. He made 
great allowance for the indignation displayed 
by the French people; nevertheless, he did not 
believe that the addresB from the French colo¬ 
nels gave a true representation of the feeling of 
the French army. From what he knew of the 
Emperor, he felt satisfied that it was his sincere 
wish to keep on terms of amity with England. 
The Forign Secretary (Lord Malmesbury) was 
preparing a reply toCount Walewski’s despatch, 
which he believed would satisfy the public feel¬ 
ing ; and there was nothing which would pre¬ 
vent the Government from proceeding with the 
conspiracy bill, although further action would 
depend on the reply from France to Lord 
Malmesbury’s despatch. 

With regard to the policy of the Government, 
it was impossible, having been called to office 
suddenly, and not at the commencement of the 
session, to bring forward any programme. 

On the subject of the government of India, he 
thought the time, not opportune for any change; 
but, in deference to the vote of the House of 
Commons, he was prepared to yield, and a mod¬ 
ified bill, as suggested by Lord Ellenborough, 
would be presented. 

In regard to Parliamentary reform, his own 
opinion was, that no alteration was required; 
but he nevertheless thought that some modifi¬ 
cation and amendment might be made, to suit 
the conveniences and wants of the people. All 
he canid promise, however, was that during the 
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